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 Important Dates 

Cougar Leaders, 

Welcome back and Happy New Year! We hope you enjoyed you break 
and were able to make new memories. We are all excited to continue on 
the Road to Success in 2021! 

Students are taking their STAR Math and Reading assessments the week 

of January 11th. We are excited to see the growth our  students have made 
towards end of the year standards. STAR data reports will be sent home 
shortly after the completion of the assessments. Your child’s scores can 

also be found on their FOCUS/EDIS account. If you have any questions 
about the STAR assessment, contact your child's teacher. Please speak to 
your student about these assessments and stress the importance of taking 

their time, trying their best and showing what they know. As always, we 
appreciate your continued support. 

An action step this year for our students to help in the accomplishment of 
our school wide goal of becoming an “A” school is to increase words read 

on Accelerated Reader. Accelerated Reader is a computer-based program 
that checks the comprehension of books read by students. When students 
are finished reading a book, they can take a short comprehension test and 

earn points based on their score. Short picture books are worth ½ points 
and longer chapter books are worth 1 or more points. These points accu-
mulate over the 2020-2021 school year. To encourage reading at school 

and home, our school is looking to increase the number of words read 
each month. If you have any questions about this program, please ask your 
child’s teacher. All students are able to check out books in our library. :) 

This month we are encouraging families to join us on focusing on boost-
ing our own and others happiness. In addition to spreading kindness and 

inspiring others.  

 

Kingsway Elementary School 

 
 

January  

 1/4– Students return 

 
1/14– Culver’s Spirit 
Night 

 1/18– No School 

 
1/25– Report Cards will 
be sent home 

 
1/28– Virtual STEM night 
(6-8:00 pm) 

  

  



FRE IS THE PLACE TO BE: 
 
5 Ways to bond through reading 
 
Research tells us that kids who read with a family member learn sig-
nificantly faster and better.  Our hearts and memories tell us that sto-
ry time with mom, dad, grandma, or grandpa is the absolute best! It's 
the kind of magic that makes a family tight, a one-stop-shop for 
bonding, learning, fun, and rich relationships. 
Here are some ideas to help get the ball rolling.  Reading with your 
kids could be one of the best things you do this year! 
1.  Make story time with your child a routine.  Just before supper; 
right after bath time; a bedtime ritual; whatever works for your family 
schedule.  Children thrive on routine, and they're going to love this 
one. 
2. Read with children, not just to them.  This may mean running your 
finger under the words as you say them, picture walking and talking, 
reading with expression and enthusiasm, and seeing how much fun 
reading can be because you love it too! 
3. Make reading an interactive experience.  Ask questions as you go, 
such as, "What do you think happens next," "Remind me what hap-
pened in the middle," and "Let's read this sentence out loud togeth-
er." 
4. Be an active reader yourself.  Sometimes when the children are 
reading their book, you can be reading one of your own.  Share 
what's going on in your story and ask what's going on in theirs. 
Make sure you are getting weekly books from FRE to have on hand 
for this reading experience.  If you are not already, check out the 
KES website "FRE and Family Engagement" tab for a registration fly-
er and other great resources. 
Make books and reading part of your family culture, and they will fall 

in love with reading and more in love with you❤️ 
 
 
Emilee Gartner 
Kingsway Elementary Title 1 
Achievement and Family Associate 
 



Meet Ms. Simons-Your School Psychologist:  
 
Hi All! I am Ms. Simons, Kingsway’s school psychologist. I wanted to take a moment and introduce myself. 
You may be asking yourself, “What is a school psychologist?” You may know us as the person who assesses 
and tests students who may qualify for special services, and although that is a portion of what we do, our role 
is much more extensive than that!  
 
A school psychologist works to support students’ ability to learn. We  provide services in mental health, learn-
ing, and behavior to help students succeed academically, socially, behaviorally, and emotionally. School psy-
chologists consult with teachers, families, other school mental health professionals, and school administrators 
to improve school-wide practices, and determine how to best fit our students’ needs.  
 
One resource I am passing along is “How to Nurture Your Child’s Mental Health.” This poster is a great refer-
ence for parents that provides quick, go-to strategies to help support your child at home.  As you know, a 
child’s mental health is just as important as their physical health.  
 

Ms. Simons is at Kingsway on the following days: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday.  

 



  

 
 
 
Math Strategy: 

 

Counting and Skip Counting? From the National Center for Biotechnology Information, U.S. National 

Library of Medicine 

 

Counting and skip counting are a component of number sense or early 
numeracy competencies which build the foundation for a strong mathe-
matician. This is because counting and skip counting help students with 
automaticity when adding, subtracting, and multiplying. Lucky for us, it’s 
also a very easy skill to teach our students and doesn’t require supplies. 
As a mom, I do it when I what my children to wait for 20 seconds to a 
minute. Here is a sequence to teach it. 
 
1) Counting on byones, beginning at 0 
2) Counting backwards from 20 

3) Counting on or backwardsfrom any number (depending on their age, you can 
pick the number 54, 765, 9478) 

4) Skip counting 10’s, 2’s, 5’s 100’s (When skip counting, always starts at 0) 
5) Skip count by a number up to 12 (7 is particularly hard) 
 

It sounds like this: picture credit: The Moffat Girls https://www.pinterest.com/pin/34691859610227321/?

nic_v2=1a3jXs9rP 

 

Child “Can I have ______, please?’ 

Adult “Skip count by 6 to 300 and I’ll give it to you.” 

Child “0, 6, 12, 18, 24, 30, 36,…” 
 
Have a Wonderful Holiday! 

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/
https://www.nlm.nih.gov/
https://www.nlm.nih.gov/
https://www.pinterest.com/pin/34691859610227321/?nic_v2=1a3jXs9rP
https://www.pinterest.com/pin/34691859610227321/?nic_v2=1a3jXs9rP


The special area team is unique, as we each do our best to enrich each child’s 
educational experience by providing lessons in our field of expertise. We have 
briefly highlighted what students are working on while attending their special 
area classes. 

Art:  In the art room, the students have welcomed Ms. Albertini. The students have been 
continuing to develop their artistic flairs. Many of the classrooms are working on a Trading 
Card project. 
 

PE:  Casses in December have been jam packed with being active and having fun! 
Kindergarten and first graders worked on soccer skills, learned about water safety, played 
parachute games, and finished the month with reindeer races! Second through fifth graders 
completed a Frisbee unit where they worked on using the correct technique through various 
games such as KANJAM, Frisbee Golf, and Hoop Collectors. Students finished the month by 
playing Steal the Bacon, Beach Ball, and holiday games. Looking forward to an awesome 2021 

and hope everyone has a great winter break! – Coach McCarthy                                        
   
Music:  Dear Kingsway Families and Friends,  

To borrow from a famous musical group, "What a Strange 
Trip it has Been!"  Here we are in December with no holiday concerts, no 
extra rehearsals, no "talent shows" and no caroling in the hallways.  What 
a tough taskmaster COVID has proven to be. You should be proud of the 
way your kids have risen to the challenge with distancing and masks and 
sanitizing (and no classroom instruments and limited singing)!  I hope the 
Holiday break gives you an opportunity to celebrate and make music 
together and set memories that will last a lifetime. When we return to 
classes in January we will be right back at it. (As an aside, please check 
your REMIND profile. You should have a list for not only your child's grade 

level classroom, but also for each Special's area class!) 
Happy Hanukkah, Merry Christmas, Happy Kwanzaa, or "Festivus for the rest of us"!   
 
Media  During media, students continue to hear read alouds and engage in a 
variety of activities. The students were thrilled as this month we rewarded their 
reading with opening the AR Store. We would like to our express our sincerest 
gratitude to the Platt family for funding this store for our Kingsway readers.  
During media students continue to self-select books for their own reading 
pleasure. Ms. K would like to wish all our Kingsway Cougars and their families a 
wonderful Winter Break! 



   

STEM:  Students spent the beginning of December learn-

ing how to control variables by testing paper towel brands.  

This tied perfectly to the planning and investigating Mo-

ment of Science about paper towel absorption.  Younger 

grades assisted with the experiment, while upper grades 

tested the brands on their own.  Students realized that ex-

periments need to have multiple trials and controlled varia-

bles in order to have reliable data.           

We also spent some time comparing and contrasting observations and inferences.  

Observations are facts we gather using our five senses.  Inferring is to draw conclu-

sions based on those observations and what we already know.  

Students created some awesome Thinking Maps! 

Some fifth grade classes have begun exploring electricity.  They 

will be creating a closed circuit and testing which materials are 

insulators and conductors. 

Some of the younger CD rooms continue to work with their five 

senses.  We played a mystery bag challenge game to test what 

we’ve learned.  Students did an awesome job using their obser-

vations to make inferences about the items in the paper bags. 

More classes have also earned their CodeSpark reward 

days!!!  :-D  It has been so much fun to watch students dive in-

to coding.  They are quick to pick up the skill. 

We will end this year with a STEM build challenge.  I look forward to watching how 

our students master this tricky task. 

Have a wonderful break!  Merry Christmas and Happy Holidays!  



Wow! What a busy month December has been. In reading, we have 

been learning about Realism and Fantasy. In math, we have begun 

our geometry unit learning about 2D and 3D shapes. Social Studies has 

taken us to Holiday’s Around the World and learning about wants and 

needs. The real fun has come from all the holiday activities. We have 

made Dreidels, Snowmen to countdown to Christmas, Christmas orna-

ments, reindeer shirts, and we went on a trip to the North Pole. It was a 

special treat when Mr. Dionisio, Superintendent, and our own Mr. 

Desjardins, 5th grade teacher, came to take part in our Polar Express 

experience. The kids loved it! We hope everyone has a wonderful and 

relaxing break with family. 

 

The Kindergarten Team: Ms. Croce,  Ms. Crumrine,  Ms. James, Ms. 

O'Connor 

-———————————————————————————————-- 
  
 
Hello first-grade families! Happy holidays!  

 

We truly hope you enjoy the holiday season with your families. The students 

have been working so hard and deserve an awesome winter break! During 

break, we encourage students to read daily. Students also have the option 

to access Freckle lessons, ReadingEggs lessons, digital books on MyON, 

and/or take AR quizzes from home. They simply log on to ClassLink 

from www.yourcharlotteschools.net and they can access all the programs 

we normally do in the classroom! 

 

We truly hope you and your family have a wonderful holiday. We'll see eve-

ryone next year!   
 

 

 
Miss Mentzer, Mrs. Burton, Ms. Reeves, and Ms. Parsley  

https://www.yourcharlotteschools.net/Domain/3181
https://www.yourcharlotteschools.net/Domain/5137
https://www.yourcharlotteschools.net/Domain/5139
https://www.yourcharlotteschools.net/site/Default.aspx?PageID=4352
https://www.yourcharlotteschools.net/site/Default.aspx?PageID=4352
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.yourcharlotteschools.net%2F&data=04%7C01%7Clois.cavucci%40yourcharlotteschools.net%7Cbd71f6a765284103601f08d8a514ed0c%7Caf24126fec6b4278bcfd687f209870d6%7C0%7C0%7C637440856593569745%7CUnknow


 
 
Hello 2021! Second grade families, we hope you had a restful and relaxing winter 
break and a happy new year! We are almost halfway through the year. With that 
being said, we still have many second graders that don’t know how to tie shoes 
and/or “double knot” when tying. Please continue to work with your child on this 
so he/she isn’t inconveniencing others to tie their shoes for them. We appreciate 
your help! Also, don’t forget breakfast is 8:00 to 8:30. The tardy bell is at 8:40. 
Coming up over the next month, students are continuing to work on two digit ad-
dition and subtraction in word problems in math. For reading, students are com-
paring and contrasting, summarizing, and using text features. They’re continuing 
to learn about globes, maps, and the different parts of a map in social studies. 
Lastly, in science, students will be finishing up Force, Motion, and Energy. 
 
Thank you, 
Mrs. Garn, Mrs. Giglio, Ms. Killian, Mrs. Mu 
 
—__—__—__—__—__—__— __—__—__—__—__—__—__ 
 

 
 
In the month of December, our 3rd Grade friends have been working hard on Di-
vision Facts. We are relating multiplication and division through fact families. We 
are hoping that every student is practicing their multiplication facts each night. In 
Science, we just finished up the Plant Unit and now working towards Living 
Things and Their Environments. Feel free to take a walk together and pick out the 
wildlife and their natural habitats. The weather has been fabulous for evening 
walks. Our 3rd graders are all reading Berenstain books for the Beary Bear Club. 
Ms. K, our wonderful Librarian, started this contest in November. We are so 
proud of the many students who have read their 15 books and picked out their 
special bear in the Media Center. Please keep reading through the holidays. May 
your families enjoy your time together, be safe, and see you next year!  
 
Mrs. Brown, Mrs. Fletchall, Mr. Green, and Mrs. Hurley 
 

 
“Proud to L.E.A.D.”        The Third Grade Team          #TheKEScougarway! 
 



Can you believe that Christmas is already here.  We have been busy 
little elves this month.  In math, our fourth graders have been working 
on  multiplication and equation writing.  We are currently working on 
solving algebraic equations that have multiple steps.  Please make sure 
that our students take a few minutes every day to practice those multipli-
cation facts!  It makes division so much easier and that comes next. 

 
In ELA, our learning in December has focused on analyzing scien-

tific, historical and technological texts. Developing a topic paragraph 
and paragraphs that support it is what we continue to develop during our 
writing. This is a long process that we will continue to work on and im-
prove all year long. Please continue to read with your child every day. 
Fourth graders love to listen to a good book  being read. Take turns read-
ing a chapter each evening before bed.   Please       provide a time and 
space where they can do their nightly homework.  Take a    minute to 
check your child’s homework and planner each evening. 

 
We have wrapped up our Space Science unit this month. Students 

have learned the difference between rotation and revolution. They un-
derstand that it is the Earth’s movement around the sun that causes the 
seasons, as well as making things look as though they are moving across 
the night sky. In Social Studies, we are now learning about the history of 
Florida, starting with the native tribes. 

 
Help your child to remember to wear their mask correctly covering 

both their mouth and nose while they are here at school.  Everyone 
wants to have a safe and healthy holiday season. 
              
 May you and your loved ones have a safe, relaxing and joyous holiday.  
Happy New Year.   

  
Proud to Lead:  Ms. Byrd, Ms. Umbras,  Mrs. Spellman  & Dr. Cavucci 



                                                                                                
     This month has been a time of continued learning and 
improvement for our 5th grade students. In math, our stu-
dents are working on adding and subtracting fractions us-
ing the standard algorithm and models. They are analyz-
ing word problems involving fractions and decimals. They 
are also continuing through their Math 4 Today spiral re-
view.  

In ELA students are working on reaching their “words 
read” and their "AR point" goals for the year. We are     
continuing to analyze narratives and are beginning to ana-
lyze claims and evidence in informational texts. Students 
are reading nightly to increase their reading stamina.  

 
Science class has students working on understanding 

circuits and transformations of energy. They are conduct-
ing labs to investigate conductors and insulators. They are 
investigating the everyday transformations of energy as 
encountered in the classroom.  

 
In social studies, students are continuing to learn 

about the thirteen original colonies and the events that led 
up to the American Revolution.  

 
We all hope that students have a wonderful Winter 

Break, and we hope they come back rested and ready to 
continue learning for the second half of the year.                    
 
-The Fifth Grade Team 



February 16 @ 6:00pm 

Mid Year Update– Review data & SIP 

Why? - The more parents are involved in 
school the more informed they will become. 

Parent involvement is directly linked to     
student success.  Come join us to learn 

about KES. 
 

April 13 @ 6:00pm 

Board Nominations, Community Partner  

May 11 @ 6:00pm 

End of Year Wrap Up 
  

Come join us to learn about KES. 
  



CD Unit:  The students in the Communication Disorders classes are 
showing 

 brrrr-illiant progress! ❄️ 
 

Ms. Dumont’s students have been working on understanding the 
connections between characters and events in the stories we 
read. We are also learning how to compare groups of numbers 
within 10. We can’t wait to show our families the special holiday 
crafts we are making! 

 
In Mrs. Graddy’s class, students have been working on retelling sto-

ries in order, identifying characters and setting.  In math, we are 
solving word problems. 

 
Ms. Hohmann’s & Mrs. Liszak’s students have been learning about 

story characters and text structures in ELA and working with frac-
tions and decimals in math. We have studied and practiced social 
skills such as being flexible thinkers and understanding appropri-
ate times to be silly or serious. Before winter break, we will spend 
time showing kindness to others.  

 
In Mrs. Jurowicz’s classroom, we have been working on how to com-

promise with others and accepting other people’s viewpoints. In 
math, the students have been working on multiplication, division 
and word problems.  In reading, students have been working on 
an author’s point of view and rhythm in stories. 

 
In Miss Litman’s classroom, we have been learning about subtraction 

and completing word problems. We also have been learning about 
singular and     plural nouns. In Social Studies, we discussed how 
transportation has changed from the past. In Science, continue to 
grow our curiosity and questioning skills. We are looking forward 
to making fun winter crafts.   

 
  



Mrs. Mason’s friends are having a ball in room 136. We can’t wait 
for Christmas! All of us are learning different things. In Math, we 
have learned how to add one more, how to multiply and divide, 
how to count money and many other things. In ELA we love to 
read and learn new things. We have learned that sounds make 
letters and letters make words and we learned about how au-
thors have a point of view. All of us are learning about charac-
ters, setting and events. We can’t wait to see what January 
brings. 

 
In Miss Ulrich’s classroom, we have been discussing all of the dif-

ferent holidays that occur in the month of December.  In math, 
we have also been working on word problems, and using them 
in everyday scenarios. In ELA we have been working on nouns, 
and proper nouns. We are so excited for our winter break, and 
the new year! 



School Webpage 
http://www.yourcharlotteschools.net 
Kingway Elementary School 

KINGSWAY ELEMENTARY  
23300 Quasar Blvd. 
Port Charlotte, FL   

Phone: (941) 255-7590 
Fax:      (941) 255-7591 

               Proud to Lead 

 The mission of Kingsway Elementary School is to provide a safe,  
student-centered learning environment that empowers students to  

become responsible, lifelong learners.  

Kristina Kelch 
 Principal 
 
Melody Hazeltine 
 Assistant Principal 

Facebook page  
https://www.facebook.com/
KingswayElementarySchool         

 

 

 


