
A letter from the Principals:  

The Cougar Paw Print 

February, 2021 

 Important Dates 
  

Dear Cougar Leaders:  

Welcome to Quarter Three! This month we are focusing on friendship. It 
is important that we try our very best to be a good friend. Being a good 
friend goes hand and hand with our LEAD expectations. We are always 

encouraging our Cougar Leaders to “Be Proud to LEAD”. Cougar Lead-
ers often visit the office for demonstrating one or more of the expecta-
tions. As principals, we love these visits! Watching Cougar Leaders dis-

play Proud to Lead expectations is so awesome.  

This month we are asking that you join us on our February Challenge. An 
act of kindness impacts more people than we know. The person that re-
ceived the kindness, but also ourselves for being kind! Win-win for all!  

Last year was not easy for many as it brought many unforeseen challeng-
es. One way we can turn things around for all is by showing compassion 

and kindness to all. It’s important to be positive and keep a smile on your 
face. We love seeing our leaders “Be Proud to Lead” and create lasting 
friendships. As always, thank you for ALL that you do to share in our 

success. We appreciate your continued support.  

Kingsway Elementary School 

 
 
2/1-2/5– School Counselor 
week  

 
2/1-2/14– “Wheelie” 
Good Book Fair 

 
2/11– Dairy Queen Spirit 
Night 

 2/15– No School 

 2/16– 6:00– SAC/PTO 

  

  

  



FRE IS THE PLACE TO BE: 
 
FRE and Family Engagement 
 

Three Ways to grow your child's good character! 
   

 Affirmation : Kids need affirmation form their families.  When a child         
 
     receives encouragement and approval from their family members, it  
 
     gives them a firm footing to stand on.  They are given permission to be  
  
     themselves and hold to their convictions.  You are your child's number  
 
     one supporter and you need to show that support consistently. 
 
Guidance : Modeling character is one of the best ways to pass values on to  
 
     your children.  However, kids need to be able to discuss character       
      
     qualities, to have them communicated clearly, and to have them instilled  
 
     by a person they deeply admire.  When modeling and discussing      c 
      
     character qualities happens consistently, there is a greater chance your  
 
     children will absorb them. 
 

    Belonging : Kids need to feel like they belong in order to have                        

         confidence.  Feeling like they belong improves kids' mental health and       

         security and gives them a strong sense of identity.  Having belonging         

        enables children to trust and believe in the values they are being raised    

        with. 

Family Chat and Chill: 
“What do you think having character  means?”   
“Why do  you think having character is important?” 
“How would you describe your character?” 

Emilee Gartner 
Kingsway Elementary Title 1 
Achievement and Family Associate 



The students in the Communication Disorders classes are filled with a LOVE of learning! ❤️ 
 
In Ms. Dumont’s class, in ELA we have been learning about different types of stories and 

how we can tell if a story is real or imaginary. In math, we are learning how to add 
numbers within 5. We learned all about weather and what we need to be prepared for 
a storm. We are looking forward to learning about the states of matter! 

 
In Mrs. Graddy’s class, we are continuing to learn our sight words and count to 120.  In 

math, we are learning to solve word problems. 
 
Ms. Hohmann’s & Mrs. Liszak’s students have been learning about text structures and 

how texts are organized in ELA and working in math on combined area and perimeter, 
adding, subtracting, and multiplying fractions, and geometry. We have studied and 
practiced social skills such as showing respect, using eye contact, and understanding 
other people’s perspectives. 

 
In Mrs. Jurowicz’s classroom, students have been busy learning about parts of poems and 

plays.  Students are also learning how to use text features to find information in non-
fiction texts.  In math, students have been learning about area and place value.  In so-
cial skills, students have been learning how to give compliments to others, including 
their classmates. We look forward to learning about how to include everyone in the 
things we do. 

 
In Miss Litman’s classroom, we have been learning about nouns, verbs, and compound 

words. In math, we have been learning how to complete word problems that involve 
addition and subtraction. We have also been learning that it is okay when things don’t 
go as planned. We have learned we have to come up with a new plan and think of the 
positive things that come from the change.  

 
Mrs. Mason’s friends are spending the month adding within 5,learning about real/fantasy 

stories and states of matter. Some of us are learning about poems, plants and finding 
the area.  Some friends are learning about Peter Pan and Counting Money. 

 
In Miss Ulrich’s classroom, students have been learning about long vowels, and syllables in 

ELA. In math, students have been adding and subtracting within 10. Students will move 
on to adding and subtracting within 20. We have been discussing ways that we can be 
good listeners in school and at home! 

 

Ms. Dumont, Mrs. Graddy, Mrs. Jurowicz, Miss Litman, Mrs. Mason, Miss Ulrich 



  

 
 
 
Reading a text has two parts, being able to say the words and being able to understand what 

they mean. To be a fluent reader, students need both. Below are two lists to help with these 

areas. This month’s list is decoding strategies to help your student read the words on the 

page. Next month we’ll tell you about different types of context clues that   students can use 

to infer the meaning of unknown words. Please help your students with these strategies 

while they read and they will become more independent. 

 
Decoding Strategies: 

Eagle Eye (good for picture books): Check the picture for something that would make sense. 

Lips the Fish (good for K-2 students): Get your lips ready by saying the first sound or chunck 

of the word. 

Flippy Dolphin (good for all students): 

Change the vowel sound/s from short to long and see if it makes sense. 

Chunky Monkey (good for all students): Find parts of the word that you know or break the 

word into its syllables, then pronounce each syllable. 

Skippy Kangaroo (good for all students):  Skip the word, read to the end of the sentence and 

then think of a word that would make sense and starts with the first letter of the unknown 

word. 

 

Best Regards, 

Kingsway ESE team 

Cara, Christa, Darlene, and Ginny 



 
 
The special area team is unique, as we each do our best to enrich each child’s educational 
experience by providing lessons in our field of expertise. We have briefly highlighted what 
students are working on while attending their special area classes. 
 

PE: 
PE class has been off to a great start in 2021! Students started a basketball unit where they are learning and 
practicing different skills such as dribbling, passing, and shooting hoops. The basketball unit will be followed 
up with a jump rope unit and the Kids Heart Challenge. Information on the Kids Heart Challenge will be sent 
out towards the end of the month. Keep Moving Cougar Leaders! 
 
MUSIC:   Hello Kingsway Families!  Happy February! 
Here are a couple music activities that you might enjoy as a family: 
1) With Valentine's Day on the horizon, share some of the songs that have been important to your family or 
to the formation of your family...songs that have special memories and make you smile and draw you closer. 
2) Talk to your student about some of their favorite songs. Please consider taking the time to draw out of 
them why these songs are their favorites. (Not so much, "I like it, as much as "I like it, because...") 
Music is a great unifier. Sharing music makes us a part of each other. Enjoy! 
 
Art: 
In the art room, the students have welcomed Mrs. Root The students have been continuing to develop their 
artistic flairs. Many of the classrooms are working on a Trading Card project. 
 
Media 
Media is continuing to support literacy for our students. The end of January, we celebrated Literacy Week. 
The theme for Celebrate Literacy Week was, Humanity tells a story: What’s your chapter? Our cougars 
focused on the positive light that we shine into our families, our school, the community and our world. Our 
Kingsway cougars have a way of brightening many lives. Friday, the 29th was a favorite for the students as 
each child was given a finger flashlight to read their favorite book with in the dark. What fun! 
 
February 1st the 14th  will be our fist ever online book fair.  The “Wheelie” Good Book Fair is to help your child 
discover new books, complete series, favorite characters, and more! You'll love the fun new option to shop 
for Book Fair exclusives directly from the interactive virtual book fair cases and enjoy free shipping on book-
only purchases over $25. 
 
You may shop the Scholastic Store Online which features over 6,000 items, OR through our Virtual Book Fair 
link, with over 200 top-selling books. All orders ship directly to your home. 
 
Please visit our Kingsway Book Fair homepage or scan the QR code to the right.. 
 

https://www.scholastic.com/bf/kingsway 
 

We thank you in advance for supporting our media fundraiser, as this 
helps our library buy new books for the students  

https://www.scholastic.com/bf/kingsway


    

 

STEM: Students dove into the New Year by graphing experiment   

data.  They used the graph to analyze their results and made  

 inferences.  They put forth great effort in tracking their  data – I was 

so impressed!  I look forward to seeing how they use this experience 

to answer the analysis questions on Moment of Science. 

 

Fifth graders wrapped up the electricity unit by creating closed     

circuits and testing  conductors and insulators.  Their next mission is exploring the Sun’s role 

in food chains and webs, along with creating some, via an interactive website. 

 

Second, third, and fourth graders are exploring animals and their characteristics.  They    

classified animals into groups and made models of vertebrates.  Younger grades explored       

animals as well and selected an animal to draw and write about. 

 
You can help your child expand their science skills and vocabulary by having conversations 
about the objects around you.  Simple, fun and meaningful!  You can ask your child to share 
their observations.  For instance, you could ask your child to observe an avocado.  How does 
it smell, feel (texture), etc.  They could even taste it (remind your child that tasting needs to 
be done safely – we discuss how nothing goes into our mouths at school, unless their hands 
are clean for snack and lunch time!).  Make sure your child sticks to the facts and doesn’t 
give their opinion as an observation.  The avocado tastes good would not be an observa-
tion.  You can find more science vocabulary on my website:  
 

https://sites.google.com/yourcharlotteschools.net/msclark/
moment-of-science.  If you need assistance with the vocabu-
lary, you can connect with me via Remind or email me:         
Nicole.Clark@yourcharlotteschools.net 

Happy New Year!  Thank you for your continued success.  We 

cannot do all that we do without  your assistance. 

Ms. Clark  

 

https://sites.google.com/yourcharlotteschools.net/msclark/moment-of-science
https://sites.google.com/yourcharlotteschools.net/msclark/moment-of-science
mailto:Nicole.Clark@yourcharlotteschools.net


We are off to a great start to the new year in kindergarten! We have been practicing our 

sight words, working on CVC words, and reading some non-fiction books. In math, we 

have just started addition and the students are learning quickly! In Social Studies, we 

have been learning about maps and globes and reading and learning about Dr. Martin 

Luther King Jr. In Science, we are studying matter and classifying items into categories 

based on their characteristics. 

As we look toward the end of the year, it is super important to practice the sight words in 

the popcorn books every night! Remember, our end of the year goal is for each student 

to learn 100 words! 

 

The Kindergarten Team: Ms. Croce,  Ms. Crumrine,  Ms. James, Ms. O'Connor 

-————————————————————————— 
 We cannot believe we are already done with the second quarter of the 

school year! Our students have been working very hard on their middle of the year as-

sessments, and we are so proud of them! It is very rewarding to see how our students are 

growing academically and socially.  

 

Here are some skills our students have been learning  recently: 

In Language Arts, we've been working on weekly spelling words, comprehension skills 

(cause and effect, main idea and key details, sequencing), and working on reading   

fluency. 

      

 In Science, we work daily on the "Moment of Science" and write journal entries        fo-

cused on a daily science inquiry word (observe, infer, measure, etc.). We also recently 

wrapped up our unit on Sky and Earth, where students learned about the day and night 

sky, sunrise and sunset, how the seasons change, and all about the stars, sun, and moon. 

Our next science unit is all about the Earth's surface. 

In Social Studies, we learned about African American heroes like Dr. Martin Luther King 

Jr, Rosa Parks, and Harriet Tubman. We have focused on rules, laws, and responsibility. 

 

In Math, we have been working on solving both addition and subtraction equations us-

ing various strategies.  

 

If you're interested in additional learning  at home we suggest the following activities: 

Read nightly !  Log on to Freckle, ReadingEggs, or MyON.  Simply log on to ClassLink 

from www.yourcharlotteschools.net and students can get to these programs! 

We look forward to an amazing second half of the year with our students. Thank you for 

your continued support, and please reach out to your child's teacher if you have any 

questions. 

 

Proud to Lead, 

Ms. Mentzer, Mrs. Burton, Ms. Reeves, and Ms. Parsley   

https://www.yourcharlotteschools.net/Domain/3181
https://www.yourcharlotteschools.net/Domain/5137
https://www.yourcharlotteschools.net/Domain/5139
https://www.yourcharlotteschools.net/site/Default.aspx?PageID=4352
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.yourcharlotteschools.net%2F&data=04%7C01%7Clois.cavucci%40yourcharlotteschools.net%7C90dc2b5c52994824d71d08d8bc1019b3%7Caf24126fec6b4278bcfd687f209870d6%7C0%7C0%7C637466124632154685%7CUnknow


Hello Second Grade  Families! Happy Valentine's Day!  

 

Coming up this month in math, students are working on money, time (to the nearest five 

minutes), and three digit numbers. In reading, students will be working on drawing conclu-

sions and sequencing events. Students will continue to learn about Force and Motion and start 

learning about plants. Celebrating America, American symbols, Florida cultures, and children 

around the world are all topics students will learn about in social studies. 

 

Remember to continue to work on counting coins and dollar bills, practicing adding and sub-

tracting with and without regrouping, and reading nightly. Along with reading nightly, stu-

dents need to be completing homework each night and planners should be signed each night 

by parents. Parents, please remember to check LiveSchool for daily behavior points and Re-

mind for messages from the teacher. 

 

Thank you, 

Mrs. Garn, Mrs. Giglio, Ms. Killian, Mrs. Mut 

__—__—__—__—__—__—__—__—__—__—__—__—__ 
 

Our third grade cougars are cruising through the school year!  We cannot believe 
that it is already Quarter 3, the biggest quarter of them all!  Please be sure that 
your students are here all day, every day.  We still have a lot of curriculum to   
cover, so your students need to be present.  These few months we will cover      
Geometry and Fractions in Math.  In Science, we are covering the Energy Unit.  We 
will be comparing the different types of energy, such as; thermal energy, electrical 
energy, potential and kinetic energy.  Ask your child to go around their house and 
point out an example of each type.  Please continue to read every night for 30 or 
more minutes, practice their multiplication facts, and review their homework.  
 
Mrs. Brown, Mrs. Fletchall, Mr. Green, and Mrs. Hurley 
 

 
“Proud to L.E.A.D.”        The Third Grade Team          #TheKEScougarway! 
 



  
Hello to Our Awesome Parents and Guardians: 

     Students are working hard in all subject areas.  Math finds us dividing three and four digit 

numbers.  But parents, in order to divide, our students must know their multiplication facts.  

Please continue to work with them each night on their multiplication tables. 

     ELA finds us learning three types of writing; Narrative, Expository and Opinion writing.  

The students are learning how to use an outline to organize their thoughts before they begin 

writing.  We are encouraging our students to read every night and take those AR quizzes.  We 

want to increase our number of words read throughout the 4th grade. 

     In Social Studies its all about the State of Florida.  How exciting to read about the actual 

counties where we live in our Florida Studies Weekly.  Week 13 was all about Florida Pirates 

and we learned about famous pirates, Blackbeard, Anne Bonny and William Kidd to name a 

few.  In Science we are learning about volcanoes, tectonic plates, and how to read different 

maps. 

     Please encourage your child to continue reading at home each night and to complete 

homework that they are asked to do.  We cannot do our job without your support and          

assistance, so THANK YOU from all the 4th grade teachers! 

 
Proud to Lead:  Ms. Byrd, Ms. Umbras,  Mrs. Spellman  & Dr. Cavucci 
 
 
                           #TheKEScougarway!    Proud to Lead! 



Our wonderful 5th grade students have continued to work hard to reach their 

goals for the first half of the school year. We are so excited to meet the second half 

of the school year with positive attitudes and lots of new knowledge! The third and 

fourth quarters will bring important testing for our 5th grade students.  

We appreciate them always coming to school ready to learn and motivated to 

try their best.  

In math, students are working on decimal operations using models, diagrams, 

and the standard algorithm. We continue to do our daily spiral review and 100 days 

to FSA practice.  

In science students are learning all about the solar system through research 

and investigation.  

In ELA they are beginning to delve into how the author or narrator’s point-of-

view affects how a story is told.  

For Social Studies, students will be learning about the American Revolution 

and the important events and individuals that influenced the creation of our country.      

 Our students are rocking their 5th grade year, so far. We can’t wait to help 

them reach their goals in the second half of the school year.  

 

-The Fifth Grade Team 
 

 
 



February 16 @ 6:00pm 

Mid Year Update– Review data & SIP 

Why? - The more parents are involved in 
school the more informed they will become. 

Parent involvement is directly linked to     
student success.  Come join us to learn 

about KES. 
 

April 13 @ 6:00pm 

Board Nominations, Community Partner  

May 11 @ 6:00pm 

End of Year Wrap Up 
  

Come join us to learn about KES. 
  



School Webpage 
http://www.yourcharlotteschools.net 
Kingway Elementary School 

KINGSWAY ELEMENTARY  
23300 Quasar Blvd. 
Port Charlotte, FL   

Phone: (941) 255-7590 
Fax:      (941) 255-7591 

               Proud to Lead 

 The mission of Kingsway Elementary School is to provide a safe,  
student-centered learning environment that empowers students to  

become responsible, lifelong learners.  

Kristina Kelch 
 Principal 
 
Melody Hazeltine 
 Assistant Principal 

Facebook page  
https://www.facebook.com/
KingswayElementarySchool         

 

 

 


