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Cougar Leaders-
We hope everyone enjoyed Fall break with family and friends and celebrated 
the season of thankfulness. The next three weeks are packed full of 
celebration as we anticipate our next Holiday break. Students' last day before 
break is December 17th. We hope you will spend time together making lasting 
memories and celebrating the conclusion of another year. We are looking 
forward to seeing everyone refreshed and ready to tackle the second half of 
the school year on January 6th, 2022! We are proud of everyone's hard work 
during the first half of the year! Keep up the hard work!
We have a few events planned this month for students to enjoy. The week 
of 12/13-12/17 will be dress up days-see flyer on Remind. On 12/17 
students will be watching a movie, completing fun activities, and spending 
time with friends. I know we are all excited for these events.
We are inspiring staff to partake in the “Do Good December Challenge.” We’d 
like to share this with you in hopes you and your family will join us. This 
month, we're encouraging you to carry out small acts of kindness. This has 
been another difficult year of uncertainty and ups and downs for many of us. 
Kindness is contagious and helping others has been proven to make us feel 
better too! Let's try to focus on being generous with our time and attention 
rather than money - it's free and better for everyone, as well as our planet!
This month is a time for giving, cherishing, and loving one 
another, exactly what our parents, staff and students are about 
here at Kingsway! We hope everyone has a healthy, safe and 
relaxing break!
- Mrs. Kelch and Mrs. Hazeltine



Important Dates in 

December!

End of Quarter 2 : Dec. 17
Picture Retake Day : Dec. 6 

Yearbook Cover Art Due : Dec. 10
Tijuana Flats Spirit Night : Dec. 1

Winter Break: Dec. 20 – Jan. 5



Stay Connected with 

Kingsway 



Our Vision : 

On a mission to reach 
student success

we will provide a safe, 
student-centered
environment that 

empowers 
students to become 

responsible,
life long learners. 

#Pawsitivelycontagious



Kindergarten
Hello Kindergarten Families!

We have had a wonderful month of November and we’re looking 
forward to December. Our students did an amazing job on their 
turkeys! We learned about being thankful and kind.

In reading, we are still working hard to master all of our letter 
sounds, this is an essential step to prepare your child for reading 
fluently. We are also continuing to work with sight words and CVC (like 
cat, top, sip) words. It is so important to read with your child 
nightly! Please visit our Family Reading Experience (FRE) for additional 
books as well as some keeper books!

In math, we are collecting, representing, and comparing data. We 
have sorted, compared, and counted objects in each category. One of 
our End of Year math goals is to be able to count to 100 by ones and 
tens. Please keep practicing at home and we will continue working on 
this skill at school all year long.

We are looking forward to the many things we will be doing in 
December. Please keep an eye out for notes home or Remind 
messages about important reminders.

Thank you,
The kindergarten team



1st grade
First Grade STILL Rocks!

In Language Arts we have been working on “Stories Have a Narrator” as an overall 
theme. Our spelling words continue to get more and more difficult so we ask that you 
practice them with your students at home rigorously. This month there is a lot of 
focus on consonant blends, th, ch, ck, st, etc. as you can see when you look at the 
spelling homework sent home each week.

Clifford Club is something else really fun we have been focusing on. Ms. K in the 
media center set this all up for us. The children read Clifford stories, take AR tests on 
them and earn Clifford Club status. Once the majority of first graders have achieved 
Clifford Club status all members will be invited to a popcorn party that will take place 
very soon. This is a very exciting project for us to be working on.

In Science we look forward to beginning our Earth and Sky Unit very soon.

Our Social Studies focus has been “First Thanksgiving”, Festivals and Holidays”, 
“Maps”.

In Math we have been learning about making a ten to add, adding and subtracting 
tens, ten more and ten less, and we will soon move on to add tens to any number. 
These are being accomplished in many ways in the different classrooms. There are a 
lot of fun math games that teach these concepts. If you are interested, ask your child 
and/or your teacher to share.

Finally, the last couple of weeks have been full of assessments. We began with 
Benchmark (our Reading series) and are moving on to STAR reading and math this 
week. Please be sure your child is getting plenty of rest and having a great breakfast in 
the mornings so that they are able to do their best work on testing.

One last reminder about being on our best behavior. Please be reviewing LiveSchool
points and school expectations with your child frequently. It really will help to 
encourage positive behaviors and discourage not so positive ones. We appreciate your 
continued support and trust in us to educate your wonderful children!

Your First Grade Team,

Mrs. Rindahl, Mrs. Burton, Mrs. Martin, Ms. Parsley, and Ms. Barone



2nd grade
Hello 2nd grade families! We are almost halfway through the school 

year! We have been so busy learning and having fun.
In November our students reached the goal of reading 7,000,000 words! 
Wow! This let them wear their Turkey Ties to celebrate this 
achievement. We are so proud of our super readers! We also talked 
about thankfulness and did some fun fall and Thanksgiving activities.

In ELA, we are reading folk tales and discussing the lessons these 
stories teach. We are still practicing r- controlled vowels in phonics (ore, 
oar, ear, eer, ere). Our comprehension skills are retelling the plot using 
story elements, understanding a character’s perspective and identifying 
the theme of a story. We are also introducing figurative language, such 
as similes, idioms, and alliteration. Writing has continued with opinion 
essays and introducing narrative writing.

In Math, we continue to focus on two-digit addition and 
subtraction, solving word problems with two- digit numbers, and 
strategies to help solve these types of problems. In Science we are 
learning properties of matter and how matter can change. Our Social 
Studies lessons are focused on Native American tribes, the Pilgrims, 
immigrants, and using maps.

Please continue to check Remind for important messages, 
LiveSchool and daily binders. Reading with your child and daily math fact 
practice (0-20) are still some of the best ways to help support their 
learning and help build those skills at home. 

Just a reminder: our school day begins at 8:40. Students are 
expected to be in their class and ready to learn at that time. If your child 
needs a school breakfast, please have them at school before then so 
they have time to eat. Our doors open for students to arrive at 8:00.
Thank you for your continued PAWSitivity!

-The Second Grade Team.



3rd grade
Hello 3rd grade KES families! 🐾
Happy December! We hope you and your family have a wonderful 
upcoming winter break.❄⛄💙 Here are some concepts/skills we have gone 
over in our classes recently that you can discuss with your child at home:

In ELA (reading and writing), students have been practicing:
•Cause and Effect Situations
•Comparing Character Point of View/Perspectives
•Identifying Central Idea and Key Details
•Summarizing Plot and Theme
•Identifying Figurative Language- hyperboles especially!
•Comparing Texts
•Writing Expository, Opinion, and Narrative Essays
•Summarizing a Passage
•Context Clues
•Annotating a Text/Passage for Further Understanding

•Using Strategies to Answer Test Questions
In Science, students have been learning:
•All about Living Things and Their Environment!

• Classifying Plants and Animals
• Survival of Individuals
• Survival When Environments Change

In Social Studies, students have been learning:
•All about Our Government (in both Reading and Social Studies🙂)
•Regions of the United States
•Physical Features and Landmarks of the United States
•North American Landmarks
In Math, students continually practice:
•Adding and Subtracting 3-Digit Numbers
•Rounding 2 and 3 Digit Numbers to the Nearest 10 and Nearest 100
•Multiplication Facts 0-10
•How Division and Multiplication Are Related
•Division Facts 0-10
Please encourage your child to read at least 30 minutes nightly, work towards 
meeting their individual goals, and to complete the homework their teacher 
assigns them.
Thank you for your continued support and happy holidays! 💙❄⛄

Proud to Lead,
Ms. Mentzer, Mrs. Hurley, Mr. Green, and Mrs. Zucchero🐾



4th grade
We are so thankful for our students that show up every day ready to 

learn. Thank you parents for all you do to support our students in the 

classrooms.

In math, we will continue to work on multiplying numbers, up to three 

digits by two digits. Also, we will be adding division to our lessons, so 

it is important that our students take a few minutes every day to 

practice the multiplication facts! There are different ways you can 

practice multiplication facts at home with your child. For example, you 

can purchase flash cards at a dollar store. You can go to 

AAAMath.com, and Kahn Academy, as well.

Exploring the solar system is our next stop in science. We are excited 

to take our learning out of this world. For example, we are going to 

learn about moon phases with Oreo cookies. Yum!

In social studies, we will study Native Americans from Florida. We will 

pick tribes to research and build awesome dioramas.

In ELA, We will be learning how points of view contribute to the 

meaning of different narratives. Then, we will write our own personal 

narratives. Please remember, Fourth graders are not too old to be 

read to. Take some time and read together and discuss the 

book. Students should read independently every day as well. They 

should be reading for 30 minutes a day at home.

Thank you for your support!

Your Fourth Grade Teachers

Mrs. Goldner, Ms. Gomez, Mrs. Goss, and Ms. Kevins,



5th grade
Hello 5th Grade Families!!!

We hope you all had an amazing Thanksgiving and enjoyed some extra family time! We 

hope the students are rested and ready to push through these next 3 weeks. Although 

this is an exciting time of the year, we still have lots of learning to do. I hope they are 
geared up and ready to tackle their learning goals for these upcoming weeks.

In Language Arts we have built onto what we have learned about identifying 

character traits and character development. We now have learned that we can learn 

from a character’s point of view. We have learned a story can be different depending on 

who is telling the story. This is all due to the narrator’s perspective. We have learned to 

analyze the character’s perspective and determine how it is affecting the story’s events. 

We have discussed how a particular event would change if it was told by a different 

character. We have learned how to identify figurative language and analyze what the 
author is trying to tell us. We have become experts on similes and metaphors.

In Science, we did a great job with our forces and motion unit. We are now moving 

into our forms of energy unit. We are starting off by learning about various forms of 

energy. We learned that energy is transferred from one object to another and is 

changed from one form to another. We are diving deep into electrical energy and 
learning about electrical circuits.

In Math, we moved from decimals into fractions. We are learning all about adding 

and subtracting fractions with unlike denominators. We learned how to find a common 

denominator and why it is important to find a common denominator before adding or 

subtracting fractions. To make it even harder, we are also learning how to utilize 

fractions within word problems. It is important to figure out what the word problem is 

asking us in order to know how to manipulate and use the fraction. Once we complete 
our fractions lessons, we are looking forward to multiplying and dividing decimals!

In Social Studies, we had a very reflective week learning about the Holocaust and 

how it affected society. We have also focused on the middle colonies. We learned what 

the middle colonies are, where they are located, and what they have contributed to our 
country. 

Thank you for your continued support. Please continue to support your child’s 

reading and encourage them to continue to increase their AR points and words read. 

We are so proud of our reader leaders. We hope to continue to move their reading in a 
positive direction and continue to increase our goals.

Warm Regards,

The 5th Grade Team

Ms. Litman, Ms. Murphy, Mrs. Umbras, Mrs. McKnight



CD

The students in the Communication Disorders classes gobbled up knowledge in the 
month of November! 🦃

In Ms. Dumont’s Kindergarten class we are working hard to blend sounds to help us 
read words. In math we are working on sorting objects into groups using size, patterns, 
and colors. We celebrated our veterans and honored them by coloring Veteran’s Day 
pictures. In science we started to learn about animals and their habitats. We are looking 
forward to creating fun fall and winter crafts in the coming weeks!

In Mrs. Graddy's class, we are working on R-controlled Vowels; Comparing and 
Contrasting Texts; Main Idea and Supporting Details; Character point of view. In math we 
are subtracting single, double, and triple digits.

In Ms. Hohmann's and Mrs. Liszak’s class, we finished up our third unit of study in 
ELA. 4th graders learned about the role local, state, and federal government plays in our 
everyday lives. We’ve practiced phonics and grammar skills, summarizing, and telling how 
text structure and text features add to meaning. In math, the 4th graders have been 
working on multi-digit division and are starting area & perimeter. They have also been 
learning about the features of Earth’s surface in Science. The 5th graders have been 
learning about how the Constitution continues to change to expand and protect the 
voting rights and civil rights of Americans, regardless of race or gender. We’ve practiced 
phonics and grammar skills, summarizing, comparing primary and secondary sources, and 
telling how text structure adds to meaning. In math, 5th graders have been adding & 
subtracting fractions with unlike denominators and are starting to solve word problems 
involving add & subtracting fractions. They have also been learning about our solar 
system in Science. We continue to work throughout each day on setting goals and 
showing respect and kindness to those around us.

In Mrs. Jurowicz’s third grade class, students have been working on their 
multiplication strategies and understanding the meaning of division. In reading, we have 
been learning how to distinguish between important and unimportant information in a 
text. In social studies, we are learning about the Caribbean. In science, we are starting 
our next unit about different forms of energy . In social skills, we have been working on 
various breathing techniques to help us regulate our emotions.



CD cont.
In Mrs. Awad’s 2nd & 3rd grade Math, we have been working on 

adding and subtracting two and three- digit numbers with regrouping. 3rd 
graders are working on multiplication (multiplying by 0,1,2,3,4,5,6,10) In 
ELA, we are learning about identifying important and unimportant 
information from literal texts. We are also learning about the government, 
why we need a government and who participates in the government. In 
Science, we have been learning about energy and motion. We are 
continuing to learn about regulating our emotions, treating others 
with kindness, and how choices influence our lives.

In Miss Wyman’s we have been focusing on communication skills and 
engaging with our peers. In science, we are learning about observations 
and animal life cycles. My class enjoys the life cycle of a frog. In English, we 
have been working on reading comprehension questions, sequencing a 
story, sight words, identifying letters and corresponding letter sounds. In 
math, our class has been working on identifying colors, classifying shapes, 
number identification, 1:1 correspondence, addition, subtraction, 
rounding, division and multiplication. In social studies, we are learning 
about Earth, seasons, and the first Thanksgiving.

Miss Ulrich’s students have been working on what we are thankful for 
and how we can spread kindness everywhere we go. In ELA we have been 
discussing communities and how to be good citizens. We have also been 
working on r-blends, s-blends, and final consonant blends. In math we 
have been working on subtraction within 10. We have also joined 1st 
grade in participating in the Clifford club, which means we have read lots 
of Clifford books, and look forward to our Clifford club celebration. 



ESE
Reading Strategy

• If students are struggling with decoding, we want our students to keep their eyes on the 
words, process each letter, and decode from left to right. No guessing! This is based on the 
Science of Reading. For our younger students, practice letter sounds as much as possible and 
sound out the sight words. For our older students, practice decoding multi-syllable words. 
Fluency is important too. It is okay to encourage re-reading of texts or pages.

Math Strategy

• Please continue to practice addition, subtraction, multiplication, and division facts. This helps 
the students become fluent and prevents them from being slowed down by not mastering 
their facts. Students can also draw bar models, arrays, and pictures to help them with their 
facts. There are many games online to assist with learning math facts.

Kindergarten

• In Kinder, we are learning to use illustrations to support the meaning of the text, blend and 
segment syllables, and how to sort words into categories. The phonics letters we are working 
on are i /i/, f /f/, and p /p/. We are previewing o /o/, c /k/, j /j/, g /g/, and k /k/. In math, we 
are learning how to count backward from a range of 1-100.

First Grade

• In first grade, we are learning to look at the first and last letters in words to help us decode 
them. Then we are checking them with the picture to make sure what we say makes sense. As 
you read with your student, please ask them "does that make sense?" when they read a word 
incorrectly. In math, we are learning how to add and subtract with numbers that are 100 and 
above.

Second Grade

• In second grade, we are working on identifying and explaining themes, similes, idioms, and 
alliterations. Our goal is to use our phonics skills for r-controlled syllable patterns. We are 
learning how to use pronouns appropriately and use constructive conversation while speaking 
and listening. In math, we are working on fluently adding double-digit numbers and solving 
two-step word problems.

Third Grade

• In third grade, we are working on summarizing and synthesizing, identifying text structures, 
using context clues, and recognizing and correcting inappropriate fragments and run-ons. In 
math, we are working on solving division problems represented as equations using various 
strategies.

Fourth Grade

• In fourth grade, we are learning how to decode multi-syllable words by deciding if they are 
open syllables (long vowels, with no consonants after the vowel) or closed vowels (short

• vowels with a consonant after the vowel). These skills are helping us attack grade-level 
vocabulary and improve our reading. In math, we are learning how to solve division problems 
involving quotients with remainders.

Fifth Grade

• In fifth grade, we are learning to track the development of argument, identifying claims, 
evidence, and reasoning. We are also learning how to use conjunctions to correctly join words 
and phrases. In math, we are learning to add and subtract fractions with unlike denominators.





Spectacular Specials Spotlight Continued

Art
Students have been working to create beautiful works of art during 

the month of November. 
We are continuing our practice with value, creating tints and shades, and 
using them to create form out of basic shapes. Students in grades 3, 4, 
and 5 completed their Value Pumpkins and students in grades K, 1, and 2 
completed their Starlight Pumpkin Patches! I am so proud of the effort 
students are putting into their artwork in the 2nd quarter. We are working 
hard to practice critiquing our work using the Effort Rubric in all grade 
levels. 

During the month of December, students will be participating in a 
contest in which their art can be selected and featured on the front 
cover of our 2021-2022 yearbook. 
This contest will allow students to create personal works of art that they 
design all on their own. This is a wonderful opportunity for students to 
see that their art 
can make a difference and be 
impactful to their community! 





THE COUNSELOR’S 

CHAIR

Happy Holidays! Why do we celebrate Christmas, Hanukah, Kwanza, and many 
other holidays? For that matter, why do we celebrate any holidays at all? What 
can holiday celebrations and traditions do for us as a family?
· Your family’s values are reinforced.
· Your identity is strengthened.
· They help you to bond.
· Time for closeness is set aside.
· Lasting memories are created.
· Traditions provide a sense of security.
(Taken from Alisa Grace blog)

No wonder we look forward to these celebrations! Many parents and 
grandparents have to work on holidays. But that doesn’t mean we can’t derive 
all the benefits of sharing our holiday traditions even if we have to have the 
actual celebration on a different day!

We may think of a holiday being some “kick-back” time, and it often is. But 
maybe we don’t think often enough of how much good these times are doing 
for our family. I remember how hard my grandmother worked to make 
Christmas special for my siblings, cousins, and me. I realize, now that I have 
some life perspective, that she did this in spite of mourning people she had lost, 
being exhausted, having to find creative ways to thrill us other than spending 
money, and knowing that we were very likely not to be smart enough to be as 
appreciative as we should be, because kids just don’t get it!

Maybe as parents you are like me, finally “getting it” because you’re on the 
giving end now. But the ironic thing about it is that we can and do get as much 
enjoyment out of seeing our children, grandchildren, nieces and nephews, and 
other children in our lives, enjoy the things that are such happy memories for 
us!
Enjoy your family! And may your new year be filled with blessings!

Mrs. Turner M.S.Ed



Family Reading Experience
“FRE is the place to BE” 

Free books, weekly prize buckets, quality time with your 
child, and tips for a successful learning experience are all 
available to you at FRE!

As always FRE is open Monday's 7:30-8:30 
Kinder and Fifth, Wednesday 7:30-8:30 First and 
Fourth and Friday 7:30-8:30 Second and 
Third. Wednesday afternoon 3:10-3:40 any 
family unable to attend in the morning. Please 
remember to send in a note for dismissal 
purposes to your child's teacher. Check in the 
office upon arrival and meet you child in FRE.

SAVE THE DATE!
A very special visitor is coming to FRE on Friday 
December 17th!!! We will have milk and 
cookies and a special gift for each child. Any 
guesses who????? Mark your calendars and 
plan on attending to see if you were right!



Featured STAFF Member
Welcome, Officer Worley!

Hello Kingsway parents and families! I'm Officer 
Krista Worley and I'm your new School Resource 
Officer. Many of you may have already seen me 
around campus or at parent pick up/drop off, but I'm 
sure there are quite a few of you I haven't had the 
chance meet yet. Just a little about me - I attended 
the University of South Florida and graduated with a 
degree in Criminology in 2015. I've been with the 
Sheriff's Office for almost 7 years and this is my 
second year as a School Resource Officer. I'm 
married and have three kiddos, two dogs, and a cat. 
As you can imagine, they all keep me pretty busy! In 
my moments of free time, I enjoy spending time with 
my family fishing, geocaching, and sometimes just 
vegging out on the couch for a family movie night. 
I'm recently back to work after a brief maternity 
leave for our newest baby boy. I am excited to be 
back to work here at Kingsway and look forward to 
getting to know your children!



Special Featured Thinking Map 
This month, our featured Thinking Map is a Classifying Map.  
Our Kingsway Cougars use Classifying Maps frequently at 
school!  This map is great learning tool because it can be used to 
help students classify objects or subjects into different 
categories based on similar characteristics. 
It is so important for students to be able to organize their ideas 
to activate their thought process, and Thinking Maps do just 
that!

See the image below for more ideas and ways you can use a 

Classifying Map at home.  



FORTIFYFL
FortifyFL is a suspicious activity reporting tool that allows individuals to 
submit tips concerning unsafe, potentially harmful, dangerous, violent, or 
criminal activities and threats. Any suspicious activity or threat shall be 
promptly reported to one of the following individuals, agencies, or 
reporting tools:
• School Resource officer or local law enforcement agencies.
• School Admisntrator or any available staff member
• The ForifyFL Reporting APP or to the Crimestoppers Tipline (1-800-

780-TIPS).
• Contacting the Supervise of District Security and Emergency 

Management at 941-255-0808

REMIND
Cougar Families,
Please do not forget about our Remind App.  This free service let 
Kingsway Elementary send quick one-way messages via test to your cell 
phone.  We can stay in touch while keeping your personal contact 
information private.  We use this app to communicate many things like 
spirit nights, event reminders, and even things like rainy day dismissal 
notifications.  

SAC & PTO
Meeting Schedule:
January 25th @ 6:00pm 
March 22nd @ 6:00pm
April 19th @ 6:00pm



School Webpage
http://www.yourcharlotteschools.net
Kingway Elementary School

KINGSWAY ELEMENTARY 
23300 Quasar Blvd.
Port Charlotte, FL  
Phone: (941) 255-7590
Fax:     (941) 255-7591

Proud to Lead

The mission of Kingsway Elementary School 

is to provide a safe, student-centered learning environment 
that empowers students to become responsible, lifelong 

learners. 

Kristina Kelch
Principal

Melody Hazeltine
Assistant Principal

Facebook page 
https://www.facebook.com/KingswayEle
mentarySchool        


