
A letter from the Principals:  

The Cougar Paw Print 

December  2020 

 Important Dates   

Dear Cougar Families,  

We hope everyone has a nice Thanksgiving break. In three short 
weeks we have another holiday break. We hope you will spend time   
together making lasting memories. We are looking forward to seeing 
everyone refreshed and ready to tackle the second half of the school 
year on January 4th.  

We are inspiring staff to partake in the “Do Good December Chal-
lenge.” We’d like to share this with you in hopes you and your fami-

ly will join us. 2020 has been a different year in so many ways. As 
we close this year, we need to remember one thing that can hold us 
all together, kindness. We know we can’t change the events that 
have taken place but we can change the way we respond to these un-
foreseen circumstances, with kindness. When we are kind, every-

thing is better. We are always encouraging others and ourselves to 
be kinder. Our Kingsway family is full of kindness. We can’t thank 
you enough for your endless support this school year. You are a true 
partner to your child’s success.  

This is a time for giving, cherishing, and loving one another, exactly 
what our parents, staff and students are about here at Kingsway. We 

hope everyone has a healthy, safe and relaxing break!  

Kingsway Elementary School 

 
 

DECEMBER 

 
12/10– Rita’s Spirit Night
– see flyer 

 
12/24-1/3-No School –
Winter Break 

  

  

 

Congratulations 
to Mrs. Petty on 
her retirement!  

  

  



  

The students in the Communication Disorders classes have gobbled up learning this 
month!  

 
Ms. Dumont’s students have been working to learn how to identify beginning and 

middle sounds of words and learning about more and less than in math. We are 
looking forward to making a fun craft on what we are each thankful for. 

In Mrs. Graddy’s class, students have been working on the history of Thanksgiving, 
grade level sight words, and counting on to add.  

Ms. Hohmann’s & Mrs. Liszak’s students have been identifying the theme in lit-
erary texts and practicing division strategies in math. We will work on a lapbook 
before Thanksgiving to identify ways in which we are thankful. 

In Mrs. Jurowicz’s classroom we have been working on conversation skills such as 
listening, taking turns, staying on topic and speaking kindly. In math, the students 
have been working on computation skills strategies for addition, subtraction and 
multiplication.  In reading, students have been working on identifying the central 
message of a story through folktales and fables. In Science, the students have 
been studying matter and are starting to learn about energy. 

In Miss Litman’s classroom, we have been learning how to complete addition prob-
lems that give us the total therefore we have to figure out the missing number that 
makes the statement true. We have been identifying long vowel sounds and typi-
cal consonant digraph sounds such as ch and th. We also learned about interrupt-
ing people and when it is appropriate or not appropriate. We are starting to get ex-
cited about Thanksgiving, we made some awesome turkeys in art class.  

Mrs. Mason’s friends are gobbling up our days!  Some of us are learning about our 
math, ELA and Science using the books Peter Pan and Vehicles.  Some of us are 
learning about multiplication, unfamiliar words in a story and parts of a 
plant.  Some of us are learning about greater/less than, beginning sounds, letters 
of the alphabet and a plants life cycle.  All of us are learning how to be good 
friends, share with our classmates and how to follow school rules. Happy Thanks-
giving from room 136! 

In Miss Ulrich’s classroom, we have been learning all 
about The First Thanksgiving and discussing what we all 
are thankful for. We have also been working on expand-
ing our vocabulary with new spelling words and sight 
words each week and continuing with adding and       
subtracting.  



The special area team is unique, as we each do our best to enrich each child’s 
educational experience by providing lessons in our field of expertise. We have briefly 
highlighted what students are working on while attending their special area classes. 
 
Art: In art students continue to use different types of lines, shapes and designs that help 
to create art. The work the students have been creating is pretty spectacular! The big 
news for the art room is Mrs. Petty is retiring at the beginning of Kingsway. This 
decision has weighted on Mrs. Petty’s heart as she loves cultivating students’ artistic 
talents. Mrs. Petty wishes all of the Kingsway students and their families the best in all 
the future endeavors. 
 
PE: Students are continuing to hone in and improve the 5 components of fitness: 
cardiovascular endurance, muscular endurance, muscular strength, flexibility, and body 
composition. Students are participating in different fitness tests with their goal to earn a 
score in the healthy fitness zone for their age group. Our Kingsway Cougars are always 
learning about good sportsmanship during P.E. Coach McCarthy is ensuring that ours 
students are healthy and fit and ready to “tackle” the world. 
 
Media  During media, students continue to hear read alouds and engage in a variety of 

activities. The 4th and 5th graders are in 
the midst of a nonfiction unit on the 
“Earth’s Grossest Animals.” While  our 
2nd and 3rd graders are becoming member 
of the “Beary Good Readers'’ Club by 
reading Berenstain Bear books. Students 
in Kindergarten and 1st grade are listening 
to a multitude of storybooks, singing 
songs, and playing with literature based 
story toys. While in media students 
continue to self-select books for their own 
reading pleasure. Ms. K sure     
 enjoys having the Kingsway Cougars in 
the library! 
 
Music: The music room is “alive” with 

the sound of music. Student are finding the beat, working on rhythm, and identifying 
and singing melodies. Truly the sounds coming from the music room is a treat for ears. 
Mr. Jordan’s music classes also integrate technology. Kingsway Cougars are some of the 
finest musician in training! 



 

STEM: the science adventures continue in STEM Lab!  Stu-

dents participated in creating a postcard for space.  Not only 
was it loads of fun, but it was fascinating to hear the different 
ideas students have about our future in space.  It wouldn’t  
surprise me if some of our Cougars end up working on Mars 
someday.  They are pioneers of the future for sure. 

Students have been learning science skills and concepts as well.  Upper grades 
worked on writing their own hypothesis for an experiment about pendulum 
lengths.  Younger grades and some CD classes contributed to a class hypothesis 
about what would happen to gummy bears in water.  
That turned out to be extra exciting since some classes 
didn’t meet again for a few weeks due to school being 
canceled from the storm.  Needless to say, those gum-
my bears were pretty gross!  One student even           
remarked that our experiment failed and we better try 

again.  I love this.  Science allows for us to make mis-

takes without sacrificing grades.  I           
emphasize in STEM that your hypothesis 
doesn’t need to be correct.  It is                
understanding the data and results that is 
most powerful.  It’s all about the learning 
process. 

We also dove into data.  Students collected, 
recorded, and analyzed their data by using 
charts and graphs.  Younger grades created 

a pictograph about their favorite fruits. 

Congratulations to Mrs. Grossano and Ms. 
Byrd’s classes for being the first to earn reward day!  Each class has the oppor-
tunity to earn stars in my classroom for following directions, getting their work 
done, and awesome behavior.  When the class earns 55 stars, they’re allowed to 
play coding games.  I look forward to  seeing more classes join in on the fun! 



We are all about Turkeys! The whole kindergarten took home a paper turkey and 
made a disguise so the farmer will not find him! These hidden turkeys are      
displayed in the hallway. 
 
Officer Morales came to our classes and spoke to us about how to be safe 
around strangers. 
 
We also planted seeds after reading about flowers. I hope that you will see some 
marigolds soon! 
 

The Kindergarten Team: Ms. Croce,  Ms. Crumrine,  Ms. James, Ms. O'Connor 

—-___—-___—-___—-___—-___—-___—-___—-___—-___—-___—-___— 

  
 
 
Hello First Grade Families and Happy November!   
 
We are so proud of our students for completing the first quarter of the school 
year. We are all looking forward to the holiday season with our classes! 
Each week, our students are continually practicing their spelling words,  
engaging in fantastic stories, completing Thinking Maps, learning new addition 
and subtraction strategies, and exploring digital resources (ReadingEggs, Freck-
le, MyON, Tumblebooks, and Google Classroom). Recently, our students have 
been taking AR quizzes on books they've read, which has boosted their           
excitement for reading. Keep on reading, Cougars!  
 
To further student learning from home, students can access ClassLink by        
visiting www.yourcharlotteschools.net. From there, students can access Freckle 
lessons, ReadingEggs lessons, digital books on MyON and Tumblebooks, and/
or take AR quizzes!  
 
Thank you for your continuous support, and please feel free to reach out to your 
child's teacher with any questions/concerns. 
 
Miss Mentzer, Mrs. Burton, Ms. Reeves, and Ms. Parsley  

https://www.yourcharlotteschools.net/Domain/3181
https://www.yourcharlotteschools.net/Domain/5137
https://www.yourcharlotteschools.net/Domain/5139
https://www.yourcharlotteschools.net/site/Default.aspx?PageID=4352
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.yourcharlotteschools.net%2F&data=04%7C01%7Clois.cavucci%40yourcharlotteschools.net%7C5545741ff8f34ea16d9e08d88fccef27%7Caf24126fec6b4278bcfd687f209870d6%7C0%7C0%7C637417457628856612%7CUnknow


Happy December Second Grade Families! We hope you all had a happy and    
restful Thanksgiving break! 
 
To finish out 2020, we will continue to work on reading fluency and comprehen-
sion and math fact fluency. Also, in reading, we continue to hone in on main ideas 
& details, comparing and contrasting. We’ll also work on using illustrations and 
pictures to assist with comprehension. In math, we’re working on using different 
strategies to add and subtract two-digit numbers with and without regrouping. For 
science, we will finish up matter and begin learning about energy, force, and mo-
tion. Changes in America and Maps are what’s coming up in Social Studies. 
Please remember that school starts promptly at 8:40. If a student is tardy, he/she 
misses valuable content like our daily Moment of Science! 
 
We hope you have a wonderful December and a Merry Christmas! 
Mrs. Garn, Mrs. Giglio, Ms. Killian, Mrs. Mut 
 
—__—__—__—__—__—__— __—__—__—__—__—__—__ 
 
 

Happy December Third Grade Cougar Leaders!  The month of November has 
flown by so quickly.  November was filled with great reading challenges like the 
Tacky Tie Tumblebooks Reading Challenge and the Berenstain Bears Reading 
Challenge.  It was so great to see all of our third graders working so hard during 
those challenges.  In math, we have finished our units on multiplication and divi-
sion, but still need to continue practicing our multiplication facts.  Knowing these 
facts are so important!  Practicing with flashcards or Freckle Math Fact fluency 
are great ways to accomplish this goal.  In quarter two, we will be covering area, 
perimeter, word problems, and two-dimensional figures.  In Reading, we will be 
focusing on text features, time and sequence, describing cause and effect, describ-
ing connections between sentences and paragraphs, describing characters, con-
necting words and pictures in informational text, connecting words and pictures, 
and working with parts of stories and poems.  In science we are finishing our unit 
on classifying plants and animals and moving into forms of energy.  In Social 
Studies, we are learning about several different contributions to the American 
Culture as well as the levels of government and being a good citizen.  Please re-
member to keep practicing your multiplication facts and of course always be  
 
“Proud to L.E.A.D.”        The Third Grade Team          #TheKEScougarway! 
 



As we wrap up November, we reflect on all of the learning we 
have done this month.  In math, our fourth graders have been 
working on multiplicative comparisons and word problems using 
multiplication and division.  We are currently working on solving 
algebraic equations.  It is so important that our students take a 
few minutes every day to practice the multiplication facts! 

 
In ELA, our learning in November has focused on analyzing 

ideas and themes. Finding the main idea and supporting details 
of paragraphs is so important!   We are also delving deeper into 
writing essays.  This is a long process that we will continue to 
work on all year.  Parents, continue reading with your child every 
day.  Fourth graders are not too old to be read to.  Also, provide 
them with some quiet time to read independently every day as 
well. 

 
We have wrapped up our Life Science unit this 

month. Students have learned about the interactions between 
plants, animals, and humans, and how we all affect our planet.  In 
Social Studies, we have finished our Geography unit and are now 
learning about the history of Florida, starting with the native 
tribes. 

 
As winter break approaches, we need to continue focusing 

on our lessons and doing our best every day.  Thank you,        
parents, for your support! 

 
Have a safe and relaxing Thanksgiving holiday with family 

and loved ones.  

  
Proud to Lead:  Ms. Byrd, Ms. Umbras,  Mrs. Spellman  & Dr. Cavucci 
 



 

Once again, our 5th Grade Cougars have been working hard 
through the month of November! We are so proud of their perseverance 
and willingness to learn all the new things this year has to teach.  

They have been diligently progressing through all of the 2nd quar-
ter standards. In ELA we are learning about author’s purpose, compar-
ing text structures, and analyzing narratives. Students are diving into 
the writing standards as well and learning how to construct a 5th grade 
level essay. We have been finishing up novel studies, listening to read-
alouds, and many students continue to participate in our media center’s 
Sunshine State Young Reader initiative! Science is progressing through 
electrical circuits, energy transformations, and forces and motion. Stu-
dents are conducting investigations, doing hands-on science labs, and 
creating Thinking Maps all about science standards! In Math, students 
are practicing decimal operations, fraction operations, and analyzing 
word problems. We are continuing our Math 4 Today spiral review and 
practicing standards from quarter 1. Social Studies is bringing students 
back to the time of the early American Colonies! Students are im-
mersed in learning about the 13 original colonies and will begin learn-
ing about the American Revolution in the next few weeks. As we look 
toward the Winter holiday, we want all our families to know that we are 
very grateful for your continued support and involvement in your 
child’s education. We succeed best when we succeed together!  

Our Amazing Cougar Leaders have impressed us all year with 
their dedication to learning. We can’t wait to see what the rest of the 
2nd quarter brings! 

 
-The 5th Grade Team 
 
 
 
 
 



December 8 @ 6:00pm 

FSA Update and Preparation 

Why? - The more parents are involved in 
school the more informed they will become. 
Parent involvement is directly linked to stu-
dent success.  Come join us to learn about 

KES. 
 

February 16 @ 6:00pm 

Mid Year Update– Review data & SIP 

April 13 @ 6:00pm 

Board Nominations, Community Partner  

Recognition 

May 11 @ 6:00pm 

End of Year Wrap Up 



School Webpage 
http://www.yourcharlotteschools.net 
Kingway Elementary School 

KINGSWAY ELEMENTARY  
23300 Quasar Blvd. 
Port Charlotte, FL   

Phone: (941) 255-7590 
Fax:      (941) 255-7591 

               Proud to Lead 

 The mission of Kingsway Elementary School is to provide a safe,  
student-centered learning environment that empowers students to  

become responsible, lifelong learners.  

Kristina Kelch 
 Principal 
 
Melody Hazeltine 
 Assistant Principal 

Facebook page  
https://www.facebook.com/
KingswayElementarySchool         

 

 

 


