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OEEO Statement: The School Board complies with all federal laws and regulations prohibiting discrimination and with all requirements and
regulations of the U.S. Department of Education. It is the policy of the Board that no person in this District shall, on the basis of race, color,
religion, national origin, age, gender, marital status, disability or legally-protected characteristic, be discriminated against, excluded from
participation in, denied the benefits of, or otherwise be subjected to, discrimination in any program or activity for which the Board is responsible or
for which it receives financial assistance from the U.S. Department of Education.
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VISION and MISSION STATEMENTS
Port Charlotte High School and its stakeholders collaborate with the intent to
promote a school organization founded in the ideals of academic rigor and integrity of character.
Port Charlotte High School will promote "Student Success" by engaging in continuous
improvement through the development and implementation of innovative, research-based
instructional strategies that support students as they excel in reading, writing, math, science,
social studies, fine arts, vocational development, career/technical education, and college
readiness. Port Charlotte High School faculty and staff will network with colleagues and
experience professional growth as a direct result of student achievement.

VISION:

The Port Charlotte High School mission is to promote personal, academic, and
career achievement by assisting students to become independent and self-sufficient adults who
will succeed and contribute with integrity and responsibility in a global community. Port
Charlotte High School will be one of the top performing high schools in the state excelling in the
areas of reading, writing, math, social studies and science instruction to include all groups of
student demographics. Port Charlotte High School will close all achievement gaps by
concentrating on the progress monitoring and data-driven instruction of all students. Teachers
will conduct periodic, formative self-assessments and will motivate all students towards
academic achievement maintaining an "academic priority" in all areas of student instruction and
relationship. Teachers will also participate in Professional Learning Communities (Collaborative
Learning Groups) which will be developed based upon the needs of the staff as revealed by
iObservation data founded in Marzano's "The Art and Science of Teaching." The schools' Honor's
Program will set high standards for achievement and enable a larger student population a
National Merit distinction. Port Charlotte High School will concentrate on new performance and
growth measures by increasing participation in Advanced Placement, Dual Enrollment, and
CAPE Career Academy programs while also increasing performance in these same areas. The
students of Port Charlotte High School will improve their readiness on the SAT, ACT, and PERT
tests so as to exceed expectation set forth by the Department of Education's College Readiness
benchmarks. Port Charlotte High School's graduation rate will reveal an on-going trend of
improvement as the school rigorously monitors the "At-Risk" graduation cohort. Upon
graduating from Port Charlotte High School, all students will be prepared with the skills
necessary for immediate success in the work force, military, and/or post-secondary institution.
Port Charlotte High School will graduate students of high character and achievement.
Port Charlotte High School embodies its purpose through its program offerings and expectations
for students. An example of such is the Pirate PRIDE statement that is exhibited through all facets
of Port Charlotte High School's culture. All of the programs and activities at Port Charlotte High
School are designed to provide every student with the opportunity for success. This expectation is
no better realized than through the PRIDE statement that all students are expected to represent:

MISSION:

Preparation: Come to school with materials and positive attitudes!
Respect: Treat your school and fellow Pirates with consideration and courtesy!
Integrity: Practice personal honesty and independence!
Determination: Set and work towards goals!
Excellence: Strive to be your best!

“Pirates Lead, Others Follow!”
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Comprehensive Student Progression Plan
Charlotte County Public Schools (CCPS) has a comprehensive student progression plan that
includes the following:
1. Standards for evaluating each student’s performance, including how well he or she
masters the performance standards approved by the State Board of Education;
2. Specific levels of performance in English/language arts (ELA), science, civics, and
mathematics for each grade level, including the levels of performance on statewide
assessments as defined by the Commissioner of Education, below which a student must
receive remediation, or be retained within an intensive program that is different from
the previous year’s program and that takes into account the student’s learning style; and
3. The provision that Charlotte County Public Schools provides all courses required for
middle grades promotion, high school graduation and appropriate instruction designed
to ensure that students meet the State Board of Education adopted standards in reading
and other language arts, mathematics, science, social studies, world languages, health
and physical education, and the arts.

Florida Standards
Florida has moved from the Next Generation Sunshine State Standards (NGSSS) to the Florida
Standards in ELA and mathematics. The Florida Standards are a set of high-quality academic
expectations in ELA and mathematics that define both the knowledge and skills all students should
master by the end of each grade level in order to be on track for success in college and career.
They were created through a state-led initiative and have been adopted by more than forty-five
states, including Florida. The Florida Standards have replaced our previous state standards in ELA
and mathematics.
• The standards establish consistent learning goals for all students-regardless of where they live- so
that children will stay on track in school when moving from one state to another.
• The standards are relevant to the real world, focusing on the knowledge and skills students will
need to succeed in life after high school, in both post-secondary education and a globally
competitive workforce.
• With a clear roadmap of academic expectations, students, parents and teachers can work together
toward shared goals.
• A diverse team of teachers, parents, administrators, researchers and content experts developed the
Florida Standards to be academically rigorous, attainable for students, and practical for teachers
and districts.
• New Florida Standards Assessments were administered in 2014-2015 and have replaced the
FCAT 2.0 in English/language arts (ELA) and mathematics.
For more information on The Florida State Standards, go to:
http://www.fldoe.org/academics/standards
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Student Progression in High School
Introduction
The mission of the Charlotte County Public Schools is to provide an innovative educational
environment that allows and inspires success for everyone.
All incoming ninth grade students and their parents or guardians shall be active participants in
choosing an end- of- high school destination and putting in place preliminary four or five-year
plans to achieve those goals. It is our belief that students perform better when they are interested in
what they are taught; therefore, all students will enter high school identifying career pathways
based on self-identified personal interests and abilities that may lead to future careers. These
pathways are flexible and open to change during registration. These destinations will also
accommodate the needs of Exceptional Student Education (ESE) students as defined in the
Individual Education Plans (IEP). Destinations include the following:
• Four-year university, community college plus university, or military academy;
• Two-year postsecondary degree;
• Postsecondary vocational-technical certificate; and
• Immediate employment or entry –level military.
Credits will be earned based on student achievement of the performance standards outlined for
each course. The grades on report cards will reflect the level of achievement of these standards.
Students who do not achieve these standards will be provided extended learning opportunities and
the necessary support to be successful.

Career and Professional Academies
A career and professional academy is a research-based program that integrates a rigorous academic
curriculum with an industry-driven curriculum. Students completing career and professional
academy programs receive the following:
• A standard high school diploma;
• Merit designation on diploma may apply;
• The highest available industry certification; and
• Post-secondary credit if the academy partners with postsecondary institution.

Considerations When Creating a Four-Year Plan
•
•
•

•
•
•
•

Computer literacy is an expectation in all high school courses.
Students going to selective universities are advised to take Advanced Placement
courses whenever available during their high school careers.
Students should consider taking as many dual enrollment courses as possible to
maximize college courses without having the burden of payment. Please note
that some colleges outside the state of Florida do not recognized dual credit
courses.
Students who take dual enrollment courses are creating an official college
transcript.
Students should take electives which are academic in nature or which follow the
intended career pathway.
Highly selective colleges prefer four (4) years of the same foreign language.
Students are encouraged to participate in leadership roles, community service
and in depth extracurricular activities.
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Admissions
Home School Student Access to Courses
Home school students now have the opportunity to take multiple courses from Charlotte Virtual
School (CVS). In addition, home school students wishing to take courses at the high school beyond
those which are connected to out of school activities, may do so in accordance with compliance of
class size reduction requirements. Home school students must register for these courses during the
2 week period before school begins each year.

Foreign Exchange Student Program Requirements
The sponsoring organization must have an approved application on file in the CCPS District Office
before contacting the school. A complete copy of the CCPS Foreign Exchange Student Policy and
Guidelines will be provided for the organization to accept and follow. All foreign exchange
students must adhere to all of the following criteria:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Be at least 16 but not more than 18 years of age at the date of enrollment;
Have sufficient knowledge of the English language to participate in high school
courses;
ELL screening/placement as appropriate;
Obtain permission of the principal. The principal may admit a maximum of five (5)
foreign exchange students annually;
Be in attendance the first day of school;
Declare at time of enrollment whether or not the student is seeking a diploma form
the school; and
Complete all graduation requirements for a Florida Standard Diploma in order to be
eligible for graduation and to obtain a high school diploma.

Definition of Credit
One full credit is defined as a minimum of 135 hours (120 in the extended or block period) of
instruction in a designated course of study, which contains student performance standards, based
on the state standards.
• One-half credit is defined as the equivalent of one-half of the requirements for one
full credit.
• The amount of in-class instruction time may be modified in dropout prevention
program courses; however, the time must be sufficient to allow students to master
course descriptions and district-adopted performance standards.
• Three semester hours of college credit earned through dual enrollment and
satisfying the requirements of the district’s inter-institutional articulation
agreement, shall also equal one half (.05) high school credit unless otherwise
designated by the Articulation Coordinating Committee or the Florida Department
of Education.
• A complete list is available in the Florida Course Code Directory.
• All courses will be offered and grades assigned in one-half (0.5) credit increments
unless otherwise designated.
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Credit Restrictions or Qualifications
• Sequential Courses
Subject area courses that depend on sequential information are to be taken in sequential order.
Typically, in such courses, a student who fails to pass will not be allowed to enroll in the next
higher course level until the failed course has been successfully completed.
• Level One Courses
No student may be granted credit toward high school graduation for enrollment in any Level 1
course unless the student’s assessment indicates that a more rigorous course of study would be
inappropriate, in which case a written assessment of need must be included in the student’s
IEP or a student performance plan signed by the principal, the guidance counselor, and the
parent/guardian. Student assessment will include review of all academic records, standardized test
scores, and teacher evaluation. If these requirements are met, a Level 1 course may meet subject
area graduation requirements. A Limited English Proficient (LEP) student may be placed in a
Level 1 course based only on the student’s previous academic achievement or current needs,
irrespective of English mastery of standards. Level 1 courses are listed in the Florida Course Code
Directory.
• Health Opportunities through Physical Education (HOPE)
Students entering high school in school year 2007-2008 (Class of 2012) and beyond must take
Health Opportunities through Physical Education (HOPE-PE Variation), which will replace
physical education and personal fitness. The following waivers apply:
•

Participation in two seasons of an interscholastic sport at the junior varsity and varsity
levels AND a passing grade of “C” on the Personal Fitness Competency test satisfies the
full 1 credit physical education requirement.

•

Completion of two years in a Reserve Officer Training Corps (R.O.T.C.) class satisfies the
full 1 credit physical education and the full 1 credit Performing Arts requirement. Note:
Completion of only one year of R.O.T.C. and /or one year of junior varsity/varsity sports
will not satisfy .5 of the graduation credit. The student must completely fulfill the waiver.

• Remedial Credits
A limit on remedial credit exists. Any grades 9-12 course listed in the Florida Course Code
Directory for which credit is given may be used to meet the elective credit requirement, except no
more than nine (9) credits earned in remedial or compensatory education may be counted as
elective credit. Remedial credits in mathematics or English may be used only as elective credits,
and may not be used as credits for required courses in mathematics and English.
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Transfer Credit
Work or academic credit may be transferred into CCPS if the credit was earned in another public
school, private school or home school.
If validation of the official transcript is deemed necessary for accreditation purposes, the student
does not possess an official transcript, or the student is a home education student, credits shall be
validated through performance during the first grading period. A student transferring into a school
shall be placed at the appropriate sequential course level. To receive credit, a student should have a
minimum grade point average of 2.0 at the end of the first grading period for each course.
The number of high school credits transferred shall not exceed the number that may be earned
under School Board Policies in comparable periods of time.
No transfer student shall receive a high school diploma without having passed all FCAT
2.0 tests, Florida Standards Assessments (FSA), (or concordant scores) and EOCs unless waived
by the principal.
Transfer students shall be required to complete graduation requirements based upon their grade
placement. Such requirements for graduation shall not be retroactive for transfer students, provided
the student has met the requirements of the school district or state from which he or she is
transferring. However, students may be required to complete the maximum number of credits a
student may earn during regular full terms each year if their overall high school credit total will be
less than the credits normally required of CCPS students to graduate.
Transfer of high school credit: Beginning with the 2012-13 school year, if a student transfers to a
Florida public high school from an out of country, out of state, a private school, or a home
education program and the student’s transcript shows a mathematics credit in a course that requires
passage of a statewide, standardized assessment in order to earn a standard high school diploma,
the student must pass the assessment unless the student earned a comparative score, passes a
statewide assessment in that subject administered by the transferring entity, or passed the statewide
assessment the transferring entity uses to satisfy the requirement. If a student’s transcript shows a
credit in high school reading or English/ Language Arts II or III, the student must take and pass
grade 10 FCAT Reading / grade 10 English Language Arts FSA, or earn a concordant score on the
SAT or ACT as specified by state board rule.
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High School Courses Taken Below Grade Nine
Middle school students may earn credit toward high school graduation under the following
conditions:
• Students are considered ninth graders during the periods in which they are enrolled in the
high school credit courses offered at the middle school site;
• The courses are listed in the Florida Course Code Directory and meet high school
requirements;
• The courses are offered for the same number of hours of instruction as currently offered at
the high school;
• Students demonstrate mastery of district course performance standards;
• All grades earned must be placed on the high school transcript;
• Students who earn a grade of “C,” “D,” or “F” will have the opportunity for grade
forgiveness by retaking the same course or a comparable course in high school; and
• If the student retakes the course, only the higher grade and credit will be included in the
grade point average calculation; however, the original grade will be shown on the transcript.

Credit Retrieval Grading
Students earning credit via credit retrieval shall earn one of two grades if they successfully
complete their coursework:
• A grade of “D”, if the level of work results in a percentage of 60-60 percent.
• A grade of “C”, if the level of work results in a percentage of 70 percent or higher.

11

Attendance Requirement for Course Credit
School attendance is required of all students, kindergarten through age 16.
A student may not be awarded a credit for any course if he/she has not attended class for the
minimum number of hours unless he/she has demonstrated mastery of the student performance
standards for the course.
A student with more than nine (9) absences in a semester or more than five (5) absences per nine
weeks for an extended period can earn a half credit only if he/she has demonstrated mastery of the
course performance standards in the course of study by achieving a grade of “C” or better on the
semester examination or an alternate assessment(s), each of which covers all the standards. If the
student does not meet the above requirements, he/she will receive a final grade of “F” and no
credit for that semester of the course. All the other policies governing earning credits, semester
averages, and grade promotion must be met as outlined in the CCPS Student Progression Plan.
Hardship cases should be referred to the Student Assistance Team subject to the principal’s
approval.
Additional information regarding CCPS attendance policies, class work, make-up privileges, etc.
can be found in the CCPS Code of Student Conduct.

Students Needing a Pathway (SNAP) for Success!
High school students who are disengaged with school and are considering dropping out may be
transferred to the SNAP for Success! Program at The Academy. Once transferred, a student will
meet with the program leadership to discuss the best educational options available. A student in
SNAP will receive intensive remediation in core subject areas in conjunction with GED
preparation.
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HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATION
REQUIREMENTS
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Students Entering Grade Nine in the 2015 -2016 School Year
What Students and Parents Need to Know
What are the diplo ma o pt ions?
Students must successfully complete one of the following

What are the requirement s for the 24 - credit sta ndard
diplo ma option?

diploma options:






24-credit standard diploma
18-credit Academically Challenging Curriculum to
Enhance Learning (ACCEL) option
Advanced International Certificate of Education (AICE)
curriculum
International Baccalaureate (IB) Diploma curriculum

What are the state a sse ssm ent req u irem en t s?
Students must pass the following statewide assessments:




Grade 10 ELA (or ACT/SAT concordant score)
Algebra I end-of-course (EOC) or a comparative score onthe
Postsecondary Education Readiness Test (P.E.R.T.)

Students must participate in the EOC assessments and the
results constitute 30 percent of the final course grade. These
assessments are in the following subjects:
 Algebra I*
U.S. History

 Biology I
Algebra II (if enrolled)*

 Geometry*

4 Credits English Language Arts ( ELA)



4 Credits Mathematics








What is the credit a cceleratio n program ( CAP)?
This program allows a student to earn high school credit if the
student passes a statewide course assessment without
enrollment in the course. The courses include the following
subjects:
 Algebra I
 Geometry

 Biology I
 Algebra II

One of which must be Biology I, two of which must
be equally rigorous science courses.
Two of the three required credits must have a
laboratory component.
An industry certification that leads to college credit
substitutes for up to one science credit (except for
Biology I)
An identified rigorous computer science course with
a related industry certification substitutes for up to
one science credit (except for Biology I)
3 Credits Social Studies

1 credit in World History
1 credit in U.S. History
.5 credit in U.S. Government
.5 credit in Economics with Financial Literacy
1 Credit Fine and Performing Arts, Speech and
†
Debate, or Practical Arts
†
1 Credit Physical Education

 U.S. History
What are the gra duatio n requirement s for st udents with
disab il iti es?

One of which must be Algebra I and one of which
must be Geometry
Industry certifications that lead to college credit may
substitute for up to two mathematics credits (except
for Algebra I and Geometry)
3 Credits Science



*Special Note: Thirty percent not applicable if enrolled in
the2014-2015 school year.

ELA I, II III, IV
ELA honors, Advanced Placement (AP), Advanced
International Certificate of Education (AICE),
International Baccalaureate (IB) and dual enrollment
courses may satisfy this requirement

To include the integration of health
†

students to substitute a career and technical (CTE) course

Special Note: Eligible courses and eligible course
substitutions are specified in the Florida Course Code
Directory at http://www.fldoe.org/policy/articulation/ccd.

withrelated content for one credit in ELA IV, mathematics,

8 Elective Credits

Two options are available only to students with disabilities.
Both require the 24 credits listed in the table and both allow

science and social studies (excluding Algebra I, Geometry,
Biology I and U.S. History).

 Students with significant cognitive disabilities may earncredits

1 Online Course
Students must earn a 2.0 grade point average on a 4.0
scale.

via access courses and be assessed via an alternate assessment.

 Students who choose the academic and employment option
must earn at least .5 credit via paid employment.
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What are the requirements for standard
diploma designations?

What are the public postsecondary options?
State University System

Scholar Diploma Designation
In addition to meeting the 24-credit standard high school
diploma requirements, a student must
Earn 1 credit in Algebra II (must pass EOC);
Pass the Geometry EOC;
Earn 1 credit in statistics or an equally rigorous mathematics
course;
Pass the Biology I EOC;
Earn 1 credit in chemistry or physics;
Earn 1 credit in a course equally rigorous to chemistry or
physics;
Pass the U.S. History EOC;
Earn 2 credits in the same world language; and
Earn at least 1 credit in AP, IB, AICE or a dual enrollment
course.











A student is exempt from the Biology I or U.S. History
assessment if the student is enrolled in an AP, IB or AICE Biology
I or U.S. History course and the student
Takes the respective AP, IB or AICE assessment; and
Earns the minimum score to earn college credit.




Merit Diploma Designation
Meet the standard high school diploma requirements
Attain one or more industry certifications from the list
established (per section 1003.492, Florida Statutes).




Can a student who selects the 24 - credit program graduate
early?
Yes, a student who completes all the 24-credit program
requirements for a standard diploma may graduate in fewer than
eight semesters.

Admission into Florida’s public universities is
competitive. Prospective students should complete a
rigorous curriculum in high school and apply to more
than one university to increase their chance for
acceptance. To qualify to enter one of Florida’s public
universities, a first-time-in-college student must meet the
following minimum requirements:










High school graduation with a standard diploma
Admission test scores
16 Credits of approved college preparatory
academic courses
4 English (3 with substantial writing)
4 Mathematics (Algebra I level and above)
3 Natural Science (2 with substantial lab)
3 Social Science
2 World Language (sequential, in the same
language)
2 Approved electives
http://www.flbog.edu/forstudents/planning

The Florida College System
The 28 state colleges offer career-related certificates
and two-year associate degrees that prepare students to
transfer to a bachelor’s degree program or to enter jobs
requiring specific skills. Many also offer baccalaureate
degrees in high-demand fields. Florida College System
institutions have an open door policy. This means that
students who have earned a standard high school
diploma, have earned a high school equivalency diploma
or have demonstrated success in postsecondary
coursework will be admitted to an associate degree
program.
http://www.fldoe.org/schools/higher-ed/fl-college-system/index.stml

What is the dist inct io n between the 18 - credit ACCEL
option and the 24 - credit option?

Career and Technical Centers

3 elective credits instead of 8
Physical Education is not required
Online course is not required
All other graduation requirements for a 24-credit standard

Florida also offers students 46 accredited career and
technical centers throughout the state, which provide
the education and certification necessary to work in a
particular career or technical field. Programs are flexible
for students and provide industry-specific education and
training for a wide variety of occupations.





diploma must be met (per s. 1003.4282(3)(a)-(e), F.S.).
Where is info rmat io n on Bright Fut ures Scho larships located?
The Florida Bright Futures Scholarship Program rewardsstudents for
their academic achievements during high school by providing funding to
attend a postsecondary institution in Florida. For more information, visit
http://www.floridastudentfinancialaid.org/SSFAD/bf/.

Career and Technical Directors

Where is informat io n on f ina ncia l aid located?
The Office of Student Financial Assistance State Programs administers
a variety of postsecondary educational state-funded grants and
scholarships. To learn more, visit http://www.floridastudentfinancialaid.org/.
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Students Entering Grade Nine in the 2014-2015 School Year
What Students and Parents Need to Know

What are the diploma options?
Students must successfully complete one of the following
diploma options:
 24-credit standard diploma 

 18-credit Academically Challenging Curriculum to
 Enhance Learning (ACCEL) option 
 Advanced International Certificate of Education (AICE)
 curriculum 
 International Baccalaureate (IB) Diploma curriculum 

What are the requirements for the 24-credit
standard diploma option?



What are the state assessment requirements?



Students must pass the following statewide assessments:
 Grade 10 ELA (or ACT/SAT concordant score) 

 Algebra I end-of-course (EOC) or a comparative score on
the Postsecondary Education Readiness Test (P.E.R.T.) 



Students must participate in the EOC assessments and the
results constitute 30 percent of the final course grade. These
assessments are in the following subjects:
 Algebra I 

 Biology I 

 Geometry 
 U.S. History 

 Algebra II (if enrolled) 

What is the credit acceleration program (CAP)?
This program allows a student to earn high school credit if the
student passes a statewide course assessment without
enrollment in the course. The courses include the following
subjects:
 Algebra I 
 Geometry 

 U.S. History 
 Biology I 

 Algebra II 









4 Credits English Language Arts (ELA)
ELA I, II III, IV 
ELA honors, Advanced Placement (AP), Advanced
International Certificate of Education (AICE),
International Baccalaureate (IB) and dual enrollment
courses may satisfy this requirement 
4 Credits Mathematics
One of which must be Algebra I and one of which must
be Geometry
Industry certifications that lead to college credit may
substitute for up to two mathematics credits (except
for Algebra I and Geometry) 
3 Credits Science
One of which must be Biology I, two of which must be
equally rigorous science courses. 
Two of the three required credits must have a
laboratory component. 
An industry certification that leads to college
credit substitutes for up to one science credit
(except for Biology I) 
An identified rigorous Computer Science course with a
related industry certification substitutes for up to one
science credit (except for Biology I) 
3 Credits Social Studies

1 credit in World History
1 credit in U.S. History
.5 credit in U.S. Government
.5 credit in Economics with Financial Literacy
1 Credit Fine and Performing Arts, Speech and Debate,
or Practical Arts*
1 Credit Physical Education*
To include the integration of health
*Eligible courses and eligible course substitutions are
specified in the Florida Course Code Directory at
http://www.fldoe.org/articulation/CCD/default.asp.
8 Elective Credits
1 Online Course
Students must earn a 2.0 grade point average on a 4.0 scale.

Photo courtesy Chad Baker/Ryan
McVay/Thinkstock
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What are the public postsecondary options?

What are the requirements for standard diploma
designations?

State University System
Scholar Diploma Designation
In addition to meeting the 24-credit standard high school
diploma requirements, a student must

 
 

 
 

 
 


Pass the ELA Grade 11 statewide assessment; 
Earn 1 credit in Algebra II (must pass EOC); 
Pass the Geometry EOC; 
Earn 1 credit in Statistics or an equally rigorous
mathematics course; 
Pass the Biology I EOC; 
Earn 1 credit in Chemistry or Physics; 
Earn 1 credit in a course equally rigorous to Chemistry
or Physics; 
Pass the U.S. History EOC; 
Earn 2 credits in the same World Language; and 
Earn at least 1 credit in AP, IB, AICE or a dual
enrollment course. 

A student is exempt from the Biology I or U.S. History
assessment if the student is enrolled in an AP, IB or AICE
Biology I or U.S. History course and the student
 


Takes the respective AP, IB or AICE assessment; and 
Earns the minimum score to earn college credit. 
Merit Diploma Designation

 


Meet the standard high school diploma requirements 
Attain one or more industry certifications from the list
established (per s. 1003.492, F.S.) 

Can a student who selects the 24-credit program
graduate early?

Admission into Florida’s public universities is competitive.
Prospective students should complete a rigorous curriculum
in high school and apply to more than one university to
increase their chance for acceptance. To qualify to enter one
of Florida’s public universities, a first-time-in-college student
must meet the following minimum requirements:










High school graduation with a standard diploma 
Admission test scores 
16 credits of college preparatory academic courses 
4 English (3 with substantial writing) 
4 Mathematics (Algebra I level and above) 
3 Natural Science (2 with substantial lab) 
3 Social Science 
2 World Language (sequential, in the same language) 
2 approved electives 
http://www.flbog.edu/forstudents/planning
The Florida College System

Includes 28 state colleges. These institutions offer careerrelated certificates and two-year associate degrees that
prepare students to transfer to a bachelor’s degree program
or to enter jobs requiring specific skills. Many also offer
baccalaureate degrees in high-demand fields. Florida College
System institutions have an open door policy. This means that
students who have earned a standard high school diploma,
have earned a high school equivalency diploma or have
demonstrated success in postsecondary coursework will be
admitted to an associate degree program.
http://www.fldoe.org/fcs

Career and Technical Centers
Yes, a student who completes all the 24-credit program requirements
Florida also offers students 46 accredited career and technical
for a standard diploma may graduate in fewer than eight semesters.
centers throughout the state, which provide the education
What is the distinction between the 18-credit ACCEL option and certification necessary to work in a particular career or
and the 24-credit option?
technical field. Programs are flexible for students and provide
industry-specific education and training for a wide variety of
3 elective credits instead of 8 
 
occupations.
Physical Education is not required 
 

Online course is not required 
http://www.fldoe.org/workforce/pdf/DistrictTechnicalCenterDirectors.pdf
All other graduation requirements for a 24-credit standard
diploma must be met (per section 1003.4282(10)(d)1.-5.,
Florida Statutes [F.S.]).

Where is information on Bright Futures Scholarships
located?
The Florida Bright Futures Scholarship Program rewards
students for their academic achievements during high school
by providing funding to attend a postsecondary institution in
Florida. For more information, go to
http://www.floridastudentfinancialaid.org/SSFAD/bf/.

Where is information on financial aid located?
The Office of Student Financial Assistance State Programs administers
a variety of postsecondary educational state-funded grants and
scholarships.
http://www.floridastudentfinancialaid.org/
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Students Entering Grade Nine in the 2013-2014 School Year
What Students and Parents Need to Know

What are the diploma options?
Students must successfully complete one of the following
diploma options:
 24-credit standard diploma

 18-credit Academically Challenging Curriculum to
 Enhance Learning (ACCEL) option
 Advanced International Certificate of Education (AICE)
 curriculum
 International Baccalaureate (IB) Diploma curriculum

What are the requirements for the 24credit standard diploma option?



What are the state assessment requirements?



Students must pass the following statewide assessments:
 Grade 10 ELA (or ACT/SAT concordant score)

 Algebra I end-of-course (EOC) or a comparative score on
the Postsecondary Education Readiness Test (P.E.R.T.)



Students must participate in the EOC assessments and the
results constitute 30 percent of the final course grade. These
assessments are in the following subjects:
 Algebra I

 Biology I

 Geometry
 U.S. History

 Algebra II (if enrolled)

What is the credit acceleration program (CAP)?
This program allows a student to earn high school credit if the
student passes a statewide course assessment without
enrollment in the course. The courses include the following
subjects:
 Algebra I
 Geometry

 U.S. History
 Biology I

 Algebra II













4 Credits English Language Arts (ELA)
ELA I, II III, IV
ELA honors, Advanced Placement (AP), Advanced
International Certificate of Education (AICE),
International Baccalaureate (IB) and dual enrollment
courses may satisfy this requirement
4 Credits Mathematics
One of which must be Algebra I and one of which must
be Geometry
Industry certifications that lead to college credit may
substitute for up to two mathematics credits (except
for Algebra I and Geometry)
3 Credits Science
One of which must be Biology I, two of which must be
equally rigorous science courses.
Two of the three required credits must have a
laboratory component.
An industry certification that leads to college
credit substitutes for up to one science credit
(except for Biology I)
An identified rigorous Computer Science course with a
related industry certification substitutes for up to one
science credit (except for Biology I)
3 Credits Social Studies

1 credit in World History
1 credit in U.S. History
.5 credit in U.S. Government
.5 credit in Economics with Financial Literacy
1 Credit Fine and Performing Arts, Speech and Debate,
or Practical Arts*
1 Credit Physical Education*
To include the integration of health
*Eligible courses and eligible course substitutions are
specified in the Florida Course Code Directory at
http://www.fldoe.org/articulation/CCD/default.asp.
8 Elective Credits
1 Online Course
Students must earn a 2.0 grade point average on a 4.0 scale.
Photo courtesy of
Digital Vision/
Thinkstock
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What are the requirements for standard diploma
designations?

What are the public postsecondary options?
State University System

Scholar Diploma Designation
In addition to meeting the 24-credit standard high school
diploma requirements, a student must









Earn 1 credit in Algebra II;
Earn 1 credit in Statistics or an equally rigorous
mathematics course;
Pass the Biology I EOC;
Earn 1 credit in Chemistry or Physics;
Earn 1 credit in a course equally rigorous to Chemistry or
Physics;
Pass the U.S. History EOC;
Earn 2 credits in the same World Language; and
Earn at least 1 credit in AP, IB, AICE or a dual
enrollment course.

A student is exempt from the Biology I or U.S. History
assessment if the student is enrolled in an AP, IB or AICE
Biology I or U.S. History course and the student



Takes the respective AP, IB or AICE assessment; and
Earns the minimum score to earn college credit.
Merit Diploma Designation




Meet the standard high school diploma requirements
Attain one or more industry certifications from the list
established (per s. 1003.492, F.S.)

Can a student who selects the 24-credit program
graduate early?
Yes, a student who completes all the 24-credit program requirements
for a standard diploma may graduate in fewer than eight semesters.

What is the distinction between the 18-credit ACCEL
option and the 24-credit option?
 



3 elective credits instead of 8
Physical Education is not required
Online course is not required

All other graduation requirements for a 24-credit standard
diploma must be met (per section 1003.4282(10)(d)1.-5., Florida
Statutes [F.S.]).

Where is information on Bright Futures Scholarships
located?
The Florida Bright Futures Scholarship Program rewards students
for their academic achievements during high school by providing
funding to attend a postsecondary institution in Florida. For more
information, go to
http://www.floridastudentfinancialaid.org/SSFAD/bf/.

Admission into Florida’s public universities is competitive.
Prospective students should complete a rigorous curriculum
in high school and apply to more than one university to
increase their chance for acceptance. To qualify to enter one
of Florida’s public universities, a first-time-in-college student
must meet the following minimum requirements:










High school graduation with a standard diploma
Admission test scores
16 credits of college preparatory academic courses
4 English (3 with substantial writing)
4 Mathematics (Algebra I level and above)
3 Natural Science (2 with substantial lab)
3 Social Science
2 World Language (sequential, in the same language)
2 approved electives
http://www.flbog.edu/forstudents/planning
The Florida College System

Includes 28 state colleges. These institutions offer careerrelated certificates and two-year associate degrees that
prepare students to transfer to a bachelor’s degree program
or to enter jobs requiring specific skills. Many also offer
baccalaureate degrees in high-demand fields. Florida College
System institutions have an open door policy. This means
that students who have earned a standard high school
diploma, have earned a high school equivalency diploma or
have demonstrated success in postsecondary coursework
will be admitted to an associate degree program.
http://www.fldoe.org/fcs
Career and Technical Centers
Florida also offers students 46 accredited career and
technical centers throughout the state, which provide the
education and certification necessary to work in a particular
career or technical field. Programs are flexible for students
and provide industry-specific education and training for a
wide variety of occupations.
http://www.fldoe.org/workforce/pdf/DistrictTechnicalCenterDirectors.pdf

Where is information on financial aid located?
The Office of Student Financial Assistance State Programs administers
a variety of postsecondary educational state-funded grants and
scholarships.
http://www.floridastudentfinancialaid.org/
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Students Entering Grade Nine in the 2012-2013 School Year
What Students and Parents Need to Know
What are the requirements for the 24credit standard diploma?

What are the diploma options?
Students must successfully complete one of the following
diploma options:
 24-credit standard diploma 

 18-credit Academically Challenging Curriculum to
 Enhance Learning (ACCEL) option 
 Advanced International Certificate of Education (AICE)
curriculum 
 International Baccalaureate (IB) Diploma curriculum 




What are the state assessment requirements∗?
Students must pass the following statewide assessments:
 Grade 10 reading (or ACT/SAT concordant score) 

 Algebra I end-of-course (EOC) if Algebra I is taken after
2010–2011 or a comparative score on the Postsecondary
Education Readiness Test (P.E.R.T.) 
Students must participate in the following EOC assessments:
 Algebra I (if enrolled after 2010-2011) 
 Biology I (if enrolled after 2010-2011) 

 Geometry (if enrolled after 2010-2011) 

 U.S. History (if enrolled after 2011-2012) and performance
on the EOC constitutes 30 percent of the final course grade 

What is the credit acceleration program (CAP)?
This program allows a student to earn high school credit if the
student passes a statewide course assessment without
enrollment in the course. The courses include the following
subjects:
 Algebra I 
 Geometry 

 U.S. History 
 Biology I 

 Algebra II 










4 Credits English Language Arts (ELA)
4 Credits Mathematics
One of which must be Algebra I and one of which must
be Geometry
Industry certifications that lead to college credit may
substitute for up to two mathematics credits (except
for Algebra I and Geometry) 
3 Credits Science
One of which must be Biology I, two of which must
have a laboratory component 
An industry certification that leads to college
credit substitutes for up to one science credit
(except for Biology I) 
An identified rigorous Computer Science course with a
related industry certification substitutes for up to one
science credit (except for Biology I) 
3 Credits Social Studies

1 credit in World History
1 credit in U.S. History
.5 credit in U.S. Government
.5 credit in Economics
1 Credit Fine and Performing Arts, Speech and Debate, or
Practical Arts
Eligible courses are specified in the Florida Course
Code Directory at
http://www.fldoe.org/articulation/CCD/default.asp.
1 Credit Physical Education
To include the integration of health
8 Elective Credits
1 Online Course
Students must earn a 2.0 grade point average on a 4.0 scale.

Photo courtesy of Digital Vision/Thinkstock
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What are the requirements for standard
diploma designations?

What are the public postsecondary options?
SUS (State University System)

Scholar Diploma Designation
In addition to meeting the 24-credit standard high school
diploma requirements, a student must










Earn 1 credit in Algebra II; 
Earn 1 credit in Statistics or an equally rigorous
mathematics course; 
Pass the Biology I EOC; 
Earn 1 credit in Chemistry or Physics; 
Earn 1 credit in a course equally rigorous to Chemistry or
Physics; 
Pass the U.S. History EOC; 
Earn 2 credits in the same World Language; and 
Earn at least 1 credit in AP, IB, AICE or a dual enrollment
course. 

A student is exempt from the Biology I or U.S. History
assessment if the student is enrolled in an AP, IB or AICE
Biology I or U.S. History course and the student



Takes the respective AP, IB or AICE assessment; and 
Earns the minimum score to earn college credit. 
Merit Diploma Designation





Meet the standard high school diploma requirements 
Attain one or more industry certifications from the list
established (per s. 1003.492, F.S.) 

Can a student who selects the 24-credit
program graduate early?
Yes, a student who completes all the 24-credit program
requirements for a standard diploma may graduate in fewer than
eight semesters.

What is the distinction between the 18-credit
ACCEL option and the 24-credit option?




Admission into Florida’s public universities is competitive.
Prospective students should complete a rigorous curriculum in high
school and apply to more than one university to increase their
chance for acceptance. To qualify to enter one of Florida’s public
universities, a first-time-in-college student must meet the following
minimum requirements:










High school graduation with a standard diploma 
Admission test scores 
16 credits of college preparatory academic courses 
4 English (3 with substantial writing) 
4 Mathematics (Algebra I level and above) 
3 Natural Science (2 with substantial lab) 
3 Social Science 
2 World Language (sequential, in the same language) 
2 approved electives 
http://www.flbog.edu/forstudents/planning
The Florida College System

Includes 28 state colleges. These institutions offer career-related
certificates and two-year associate degrees that prepare students to
transfer to a bachelor’s degree program or to enter jobs requiring
specific skills. Many also offer baccalaureate degrees in highdemand fields. Florida College System institutions have an open
door policy. This means that students who have earned a standard
high school diploma, have earned a high school equivalency diploma
or have demonstrated success in postsecondary coursework will be
admitted to an associate degree program.
http://www.fldoe.org/fcs
Career and Technical Centers
Florida also offers students 46 accredited career and technical
centers throughout the state, which provide the education and
certification necessary to work in a particular career or technical
field. Programs are flexible for students and provide industryspecific education and training for a wide variety of occupations.

3 elective credits instead of 8 
Physical Education is not required 
Online course is not required 

All other graduation requirements for a 24-credit standard
diploma must be met (per section 1003.4282(10)(d)1.-5., Florida
Statutes [F.S.]).

Where is information on Bright Futures
Scholarships located?
The Florida Bright Futures Scholarship Program rewards students
for their academic achievements during high school by providing
funding to attend a postsecondary institution in Florida. For more

http://www.fldoe.org/workforce/pdf/DistrictTechnicalCenterDirectors.pdf

Where is information on financial aid located?
The Office of Student Financial Assistance State Programs administers
a variety of postsecondary educational state-funded grants and
scholarships.

•

Policy adopted in rule by the district school board may require for any cohort of students that
performance of a statewide, standardized EOC assessment constitute 30 percent of a
student’s final course grade

information, go to http://www.floridastudentfinancialaid.org/
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Mastery of Student Performance Standards
The curriculum of all high school courses is based upon the appropriate State Board approved State Board of
Education standards. Course performance standards will be clearly communicated to all students at the
beginning of a course or unit of instruction. A variety of instructional strategies and
instructional/technological media will be used to ensure equal opportunity to learn and meet the needs of
individuals or student groups. Assessment of student achievement of the performance standards will be done
on a regular, continuous basis using a variety of assessment methods-teacher observations, classroom
assignments, performance tasks, portfolios, and other relevant documentation. Mastery of performance
standards is required for course credit.

Class Enrollment Requirements
Every student in grades 9 through 12 must be scheduled for a full day of classes in each semester. Exceptions
might include home school, hospital/homebound, early admission under dual enrollment and alternative
school programs. Other exceptions must be referred to the Assistant Superintendent of Learning.

•
•
•

In addition to the credits available during the school day, in the course of the school year students may earn
the following credits:
Two credits per year may be earned outside the regular school day for courses where the student has received
a grade of “D” or “F.” This is subject to principal and district office approval of the course.
Any special hardship cases involving credit recovery of more than two credits per year must be referred to the
Assistant Superintendent of Learning.
Students who have the opportunity to accelerate their learning through special courses must have principal
approval BEFORE enrolling in such courses if they wish to receive high school credit.
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ACCEL: Academically Challenging Curriculum
to Enhance Learning Options
ACCEL Options provide academically challenging curriculum or accelerated instruction to eligible public
school students in grades K-12. Whole grade and midyear promotion, subject matter acceleration, virtual
instruction in higher grade level subjects and courses can be provided to eligible students. In addition, there is
the existing credit acceleration program (CAP). All students can participate in CAP. This allows students
who are not enrolled in certain courses to receive high school credit for a course if they take and pass the
course’s EOC assessment.
Eligibility in ACCEL requirements include appropriate test scores, grades and/or grade point average,
attendance record, discipline record, and teacher and guidance counselor recommendation. Exercising the
ACCEL Option must be congruent with class size requirements. Transportation to another facility is the
responsibility of the parent. Students accepted into the ACCEL Option must have a performance contract
including compliance with attendance and conduct requirements and other areas of compliance established by
the principal in conjunction with the District Office.
ACCEL PROGRAM – 18 CREDITS MINIMUM
4 credits ELA
4 credits mathematics
3 credits science
3 credits social studies
1 credit fine arts
3 credits electives
Physical Education: not required
Online Course: not required
Assessment: same as 24 credit program
Grade Point Average: same as 24 credit program
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Grading Scale
The Florida Uniform Grading Scale for grades 9-12 is as follows:
GRADE

PERCENTAGE

A
B
C
D
F

90-100
80-89
70-79
60-69
0-59

QUALITY POINT
VALUE
4
3
2
1
0

PROGRESS
Outstanding
Above Average
Adequate
Lowest Acceptable
Failure

Courses Earning Weighted Grade Point Value
•
•
•
•
•

1.0 Additional Point Value for
Core courses (math, English, science, social studies) at the Advanced Placement, A.I.C.E. or Dual
Credit level.
0.5 Additional Point Value for
Core courses (math, English, science, social studies) at the honors level as designated in the
Course Code Directory;
Adult courses taken as dual credit at Charlotte Technical Center (CTC);
Foreign language courses at Level III and above; and
Courses recommended by the District Curriculum Committee and approved by the Superintendent
or designee(s).
Note: The District Curriculum Committee will meet as needed to make recommendations to the
Superintendent or designee(s) for weighted courses.
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Calculating Grade Point Average
Grade point averages (GPA) shall be computed by grade weight averages. A numerical grade weight shall be
determined by assigning a numerical weight to the alphabetical equivalent of the student’s final grade in each
course and multiplying it by its credit value. A student’s overall (cumulative) grade point average shall be
computed by adding together the grade point average for each course and dividing it by the total number of
credits attempted. GPA must be computed to four decimal places (e.g., 1.9555 cannot be rounded up to 2.0).
When the grade forgiveness policy is used, only the higher grade will be averaged into the GPA. All semester
grades are averaged to determine a student’s cumulative grade point average (GPA) and class rank. Class
rank will be calculated on both an un-weighted and weighted basis.
Letter grades are averaged to determine semester final grades as follows:
First nine weeks 35%
Second nine weeks 35%
Semester exam or End of Course Assessment (EOC) 30%
Any course grade not replaced according to the grade forgiveness policy shall be included in the calculation
of the cumulative GPA required for graduation. All courses, however, must be shown on the student
transcript.

Calculating Grades in the Extended Period
The extended period will follow all guidelines and policies outlined in the CCPS Student
Progression Plan for regular class periods.
Letter grades are averaged to determine semester final grades as follows:
First 4½ weeks (equivalent to 9 weeks) 35%
Second 4½ weeks (equivalent to 9 weeks) 35%
End of the first nine weeks exam (equivalent to the semester exam) 30%
The same procedure will be followed for the second nine-week period to complete second semester. Progress
reports are likewise issued at appropriate times. In addition, the semester exam waiver policy is applicable in
the same manner as for regular classes.

Required Grade Point Average
For graduation, a cumulative minimal GPA of 2.0 or above on a 4.0 scale is required. Any course grade not
replaced according to the forgiveness policy shall be included in the calculation of the cumulative grade point
average required for graduation. Any student whose cumulative GPA drops below a 2.5 on a 4.0 scale will
be considered an at-risk student and parents will be notified in writing as to the student’s risk of not meeting
the graduation requirements.
Any student who has a cumulative GPA below 2.0 will be provided special academic assistance to
aid in meeting the GPA requirement. In such cases, a Progress Monitoring Plan providing the needed
assistance will be developed and implemented. This may be accomplished through one or more of the
following: forgiveness policies, second chance option, and/or modified curriculum.
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Grade Level Classification
Under normal circumstances, students are classified at the end of each school year. To be classified as a
grade 10 student, the student must have completed one year of high school and
been awarded a minimum of five credits to include one of four credits in mathematics and one of
four credits in English or meet the grade nine FCAT 2.0 or FSA Level 2 in math and reading.
To be classified as a grade 11 student, the student must have completed two years of high school
and been awarded 11 credits to include two of four credits in mathematics and two of four credits
in English or meet the grade 10 FCAT 2.0 or FSA Level 2 in math and reading.
To be classified as a grade 12 student, the student must have completed three years of high school
and been awarded a minimum of 16 credits, or at the beginning of the third year of high school, the
student must have signed an 18 credit option form.
For each year in which a student scores at Level 1 or Level 2 on FCAT 2.0 Reading or the FSA ELA
Assessment, the student must be enrolled in and complete an intensive reading course the following year.

Reporting Student Progress

•
•
•

Parents can view grades by registering with the District FOCUS Parent Portal. Parents may also view student
academic, behavior, assessments and interventions data over multiple school years on
Softwarenology’s School Portal using the same ID and password as for FOCUS. The software will
automatically translate all communications to a family’s native language allowing greater collaboration with
teachers. Student data is displayed in a meaningful way as their child progresses towards college and career
readiness. It is the firm belief of CCPS that excellence in education requires community commitment, and
one of the cornerstones of this belief is communication between home and school. Good communication is
informative, purposeful, and ongoing, and should include the following:
Interim reports at the midterm for all students (i.e., at the 4 ½ week interval for regular schedule and at the 2
week interval for extended period);
Interim reports—daily, weekly, or an “as needed basis” for students performing below grade level; and
A standard report card issued to all students four (4) times a year, after each nine-week grading session and
on uniform dates as adopted annually.
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REMEDIATION:

Making up Required Credits

Grade Forgiveness
•

•
•
•

In order to improve GPA and assist with graduation requirements, a student may retake a course in which a
“D” or “F” was attained. In cases where a course is no longer offered or where scheduling does not permit,
the closest equivalent may be substituted. When the grade forgiveness policy is used, only the higher grade
will be averaged into the GPA.
All grades, whether replaced or not, will appear on the student transcript.
Courses must be taken in the proper sequence as much as possible.
Honors courses can only be repeated during a regular school year or through Florida Virtual School.
However, if a student chooses to take a general level class to replace a failed honors course, then the general
course and grade obtained will replace the honors course. The original honors grade will not be used to
compute the student’s GPA.
✓ For required courses, the “D” or “F” will be replaced with the grade of “C” or better earned subsequently
in the same or comparable course.
✓ In elective courses, the “D” or “F” will be replaced with the grade of “C” or better earned subsequently in
the same or comparable course.
✓ If the student repeats a course where an “F” was the original grade, and subsequently only earns a “D,” the
“D” will replace the original grade.
✓ Any course grade not replaced shall be included in the calculation of the cumulative grade point average.

Second Chance Option
For courses provided on a full-year basis, if a student fails the first semester, a full-year credit can be earned
under the following conditions:
• The student earns a “C” or higher for each of the third and fourth quarters;
• The student earns a “C” or higher on the second semester exam; and
• The student has met the attendance requirements for the second semester.

Additional Make-Up Credit Opportunities
Students in need of make-up credit may earn additional credits through programs such as Edgenuity,
Charlotte Virtual School, Florida Virtual School, or correspondence courses from accredited and/or approved
programs. In addition, student may enroll in out-of-district summer school or night school programs with
prior approval from the principal (or designee).
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School, State and District Assessments
In order to meet the state mandated requirements for assessment, the following required research-based
assessments are used at the high school level to help determine student achievement. The statewide
assessment program has transitioned to the FLORIDA STANDARDS ASSESSMENTS (FSA) which are
aligned to Florida’s new expectations for student learning. Every student must participate in statewide
assessment tests and identified progress monitoring assessments.

Grade 9:
FSA English Language Arts w/ FSA Writing Component. (USA TEST PREP is used for Progress Monitoring)
FSA Algebra I EOC (USA TEST PREP is used for Progress Monitoring)
PSAT (Preliminary Scholastic Aptitude Test) – optional (not a National Merit qualifying year).
FAIR—Florida Assessments in Reading (levels 1-2)
District Writing Protocol (used for FSA Writing Component progress monitoring)
ACT/SAT/PERT: at least one is required for students planning to enroll in a dual credit course in grade 10
Advanced Placement College Board Exams if enrolled in AP coursework

Grade 10:
FSA English Language Arts w/ FSA Writing Component.-passing score required for graduation (USA TEST PREP is
used for Progress Monitoring)
FSA Geometry EOC (USA TEST PREP is used for Progress Monitoring)
NGSSS Biology EOC (USA TEST PREP is used for Progress Monitoring)
PSAT (Preliminary Scholastic Aptitude Test) – optional (not a National Merit qualifying year).
ACT Plan
FAIR—Florida Assessments in Reading (levels 1-2)
ACT/SAT/PERT: at least one is required for students planning to enroll in a dual credit course in grade 11
Advanced Placement College Board Exams if enrolled in AP coursework

Grade 11:
FSA English Language Arts w/ FSA Writing Component. (USA TEST PREP is used for Progress Monitoring)
NGSSS US History EOC (for students enrolled in US History, US History Honors, AP US History, and Dual Credit US
History) (USA TEST PREP used for Progress Monitoring)
PSAT/National Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test – (optional) Recommended
ACT/SAT/PERT (optional) Recommended: at least one is required for students planning to enroll in a dual credit course in
grade 12. College-bound students are highly advised to take these tests starting in the spring of their junior year so that college
applications can be sent with scores attached in the fall of the senior year.
SAT II (optional)—recommended upon completion of specified honors and advance placement courses
ASVAB
FAIR—Florida Assessments in Reading (levels 1-2)
PERT – required by State Statute (Levels 2-3 in Reading; Levels 2, 3, 4 in Algebra I EOC)
Advanced Placement College Board Exams if enrolled in AP coursework

Grade 12:
FCAT Reading 2.0 (retakes) if needed
ACT/SAT/PERT—(optional) Recommended
SAT II (Some colleges require an achievement test in certain academic areas. Students should check their respective college
handbook or web sites and see their counselors for more information)
FAIR—Florida Assessments in Reading (levels 1-2)
PERT – required by State Statute for students exiting Math for College Readiness and/or English IV: Florida College
Prep
Advanced Placement College Board Exams if enrolled in AP coursework
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Semester Exams


















Semester Exam Waiver
Only seniors can waive exams
Exam waivers do not pertain to AP tests and Dual Credit exams required by colleges
State mandated End-of-Course Exams (EOCs) cannot be waived
The semester exam in a course that is year long, such as English or math, can only be waived at the
end of the entire course
A semester exam for a semester course can be waived at the end of the first or second semester
Students must have an overall "A" or "B" average in the course
Students must have no more than five tardies for the semester
Students must have no more than five absences for the semester (3 in a block class)
Students must have no external suspensions for the entire semester
The waiver must be signed by the student's parent/guardian and be submitted for administrative
approval three days prior to the semester exam date
When an exam is waived, the two nine-week grades for that semester will be averaged to obtain a
semester average for the course
Semester Exam Make Ups
No exam can be taken prior to the scheduled exam date
Written requests must be submitted one week prior to the exam (except for emergencies) to
Assistant Principal for Curriculum for approval
All requests must be approved by an administrator
Exam make-up dates will be determined by the administration & teacher
Students are responsible for arranging exam make-up times with their teachers
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Diplomas & Certificates of Completion
Charlotte County Standard Diploma Criteria
•
•
•

Passing scores on the Florida Standards Assessment (FSA), Florida Comprehensive Assessment Test (FCAT
2.0), or achieving the appropriate concordant scores on approved alternative assessments;
Minimum GPA of 2.0 on a 4.0 scale
24 credits or 18 credits (refer to the section on Graduation Requirements)
Early High School Graduation
Early graduation is graduation in less than 8 semesters. Eligible students are those who finish their 24 credits before the 8th
semester and meet all the appropriate graduation requirements.
Adaptations for Exceptional Education Students
The Individual Education Plan (IEP) committee shall document on the IEP whether the student is pursuing a course of study
leading towards a Standard Diploma or a Special Diploma. This shall be documented during the student’s eighth grade year or the
year prior to the student’s fourteenth birthday, whichever comes first, and it must be reviewed annually.
Student Rights and Parent Notification
Nothing contained in this document or in state board rules shall be construed to limit or restrict the right of an exceptional student
solely to a Special Diploma for Exceptional Students. Any such student shall, upon request, be afforded the opportunity to fully
meet all requirements through the procedures established in state law, and thereby qualify for a Standard Diploma. The parents of
each exceptional student eligible for a Special Diploma for Exceptional Students shall be notified through the IEP process of the
options available.

Diploma Designations
Scholar Designation
•

•
•
•
•
•
•

In addition to the requirements of a standard diploma, in order to earn the Scholar designation, a student must
satisfy the following requirements:
ELA: Pass the 11th grade ELA FSA.
Mathematics: Earn one credit in Algebra II and one credit in statistics or an equally rigorous course.
Beginning with students entering grade 9 in the 2014-2015 school year, students must pass the Algebra II and
Geometry EOC.
Science: Pass the statewide, standardized Biology I end of course assessment and earn one credit in chemistry
or physics and one credit in a course equally rigorous to chemistry or physics. Students in AP Biology that
earn college credit meet the requirement without taking the EOC.
Social studies: Pass the statewide, standardized United States History end-of-course assessment. Students in
AP History that earn college credit meet the requirement without taking the EOC.
Foreign language: Earn two credits in the same foreign language
Electives: Earn at least on credit in an Advanced Placement, an Advanced International Certificate of
Education (A.I.C.E.), an International Baccalaureate, or a dual enrollment course.

Merit Designation
In addition to the requirements of the standard diploma, in order to earn the Merit designation, a student must
attain one or more industry certifications from the list established by the Department of Education.
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Awards for Standard Diploma Students
*Students may also earn the Scholar or Merit designation on their diploma.
Summa Cum Laude
Students will receive Summa Cum Laude recognition if, by the end of the eighth semester, they
have a 4.2 or higher weighted cumulative GPA and at least twelve
weighted course credits with a "B" or higher (to include at least four Dual
Enrollment or Advanced Placement course credits). A "D" or "F" as a
final grade in any course at any time, including the eighth semester,
disqualifies students from this honor. Grade forgiveness may not be
applied to the GPA.
Magna Cum Laude
Students will receive Magna Cum Laude recognition if, by the end of the
eighth semester, they have a 3.85 or higher weighted cumulative GPA, at least six weighted course
credits with a "B" or higher (to include at least three Dual Enrollment or Advanced Placement
course credits), and do not meet the criteria for Summa Cum Laude. A "D" or "F" as a final grade in
any course at any time, including the eighth semester, disqualifies students from this distinction.
Grade forgiveness in the same subject area may be applied to the GPA.
Cum Laude
Students will receive Cum Laude recognition if, by the end of the eighth semester, they have a 3.5
or higher weighted cumulative GPA and do not meet the criteria for Magna or Summa Cum
Laude. A "D" or "F" as a final grade in any course at any time, including the eighth semester,
disqualifies students from this status. Grade forgiveness in the same subject area may be applied to
the GPA
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Exceptional Student Education Criteria for a Standard Diploma

An exceptional education student must satisfy the requirements of a Standard Diploma and shall acquire
credit requirements for a Standard Diploma through either of the following methods:
1. Attend exceptional education classes for instruction in basic courses with the same student performance
standards as those required of non-exceptional students; or
2. Attend regular classes where the instruction accommodates the student’s exceptionality.
The determination of strategies to use shall be based on an assessment of the student’s needs and this decision
shall be reflected in the student’s IEP. Accommodations may include an increase or decrease in instructional
time, variations in instructional strategies and materials, special teacher certification requirement adjustments,
teacher or student use of special communication systems or other assistive technology, classroom and district
test administration procedures and other evaluation procedures to accommodate the student’s disability.
•
•
•
•

Some students with disabilities may need modified program requirements.
Generally, these are students working toward a special diploma.
Students seeking a standard diploma may receive accommodations for delivery of content, but not
modification of the course requirement or student performance standards.
Eligible 504 students will receive course modifications as described in their accommodation plans
In some instances, the IEP committee many determine that the FSA, FCAT 2.0 or EOC (end of course) exam
cannot accurately measure the student’s abilities, thus these exam results may be waived for the purpose of
receiving a standard high school diploma if the student does the following:
➢ Completes the minimum number of credits and other requirements;
➢ Does not pass the grade 10 FSA or the FCAT 2.0 with allowable accommodations after taking the test
twice, once in grade 10 and once in grade 11;
➢ Demonstrates mastery of standards in the core content knowledge and skills necessary for grade-to-grade
and high school graduation after being provided instruction; and
➢ Takes but does not pass the EOC exam, and has demonstrated mastery of the course standards and
benchmarks.
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Exceptional Student Education Criteria for Special Diploma
The Special Diploma options are provided for students who have been properly identified as intellectually
disabled (InD). Hearing impaired (HI), specific learning disabled (SLD), physically orthopedically impaired
(OI), dual-sensory impaired (DSI), emotionally/behaviorally disordered disabled (EBD), on the autism
spectrum (ASD), traumatic brain injured (TBI), other health impaired (OHI), or language impaired (LI).
Language impaired is only for students whose ability to communicate orally or in writing is seriously
impaired.
Requirements for a Special Diploma do not include taking the FSA, FCAT 2.0 or a minimum GPA of 2.0
•

Option 1: The student will master access points of the Florida Standards, complete 24 credits as prescribed in
this plan, and maintain a GPA of 1.5 or higher.

•

Option 2: The student must have completed 18 credits with a GPA of 1.5 or higher. The student must be
successfully employed in a community-based job for the number of hours per week specified in the student’s
training plan, the equivalent of one semester, and paid a minimum wage in compliance with the requirements
of the Fair Labor Standards Act. The student must also achieve all annual goals and short-term objectives
related to employment and community competencies in the training plan. The student will demonstrate
mastery of specified employment community competencies. The student will be successfully employed at a
job in the community, based on industry standards, employed for at least 180 days, demonstrate mastery of
the annual goals and short-term objectives related to employment and community competencies specified on
the student’s Transition Individual Education Plan, demonstrate mastery of the competencies specified in the
Employment and Community Competencies Training Plan, and paid at least a minimum wage in compliance
with the requirements of the Fair Labor Standards Act.
Students with disabilities seeking to earn a Special Diploma, entering grade nine in 20002001 and thereafter, mastery of the Florida Standards will be certified through completion of courses that
address the relevant access points and essential understandings through use of alternative assessment
procedures at the student’s level of functioning.
If the student does not demonstrate mastery of the performance standards for ESE students, but does meet all
other graduation requirements, the student will receive a Special Certificate of Completion.
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State of Florida High School Performance-Based Diploma
(Aka: Exit Option Diploma)
This program can only be accessed by students who meet the following requirements:
•
•
•
•

Meet program eligibility criteria whose cohort group is graduating or has graduated;
Enroll in one of the following approved programs: The Academy, Career Quest,
HOPE, SEA, Afternoon Alternatives, or the Charlotte Harbor Sands program;
Demonstrate through practice/achievement tests a probability for success on the GED test; and
Receive formal counseling on all aspects of the program.

To utilize the Exit Option be eligible for the High School Performance-Based Diploma, the student must do
the following:
•
•
•
•

Meet eligibility criteria;
Pass all required sections of the Florida Standards Assessments;
Pass the GED; and
Not graduate before the graduation date of the class with whom he/she entered kindergarten.

Certificate of Completion
Students who have successfully completed all the credit requirements for graduation but have not met the
state requirement for FSA, FCAT 2.0 and/or have not achieved the minimum grade point average are eligible
for a Certificate of Completion.
Any student who is entitled to or receives a Certificate of Completion may elect to remain in high school for
up to one additional year, or in the case of exceptional students, until the end of the school year in which the
student reaches the age of 22, and receive instruction designed to remedy his or her identified deficiencies.
Upon meeting all requirements, a Standard Diploma will be awarded.
A Certificate of Completion is limited to those students who are in the 24-credit high school graduation
program.

34

POSTSECONDARY OPTIONS
STATE UNIVERISTY
SYSTEM
Admission into Florida’s public
universities is competitive.
Prospective students should
complete a rigorous curriculum in
high school and apply to more
than one university to increase
their chance for acceptance. To
qualify to enter one of Florida’s
public universities, a first-time-incollege student must meet the
following minimum requirements:
-- High school graduation with a
standard diploma
--Admission test scores

The Florida College System
The Florida College System includes 28 state
colleges. These institutions offer career-related
certificates and two-year associate degrees that
prepare students to transfer to a bachelor’s degree
program or to enter jobs requiring specific skills.
Many also offer baccalaureate degrees in highdemand fields. Florida College System institutions
have an open door policy. This means that students
who have earned a standard high school diploma,
have earned a high school equivalency diploma, or
have demonstrated success in postsecondary
coursework will be admitted to an associate degree
program.
www.fldoe.org/fcs

--16 credits of college preparatory
academic courses
--4 English (3 with substantial
writing)
--4 Mathematics (Algebra I level
and above)
--3 Natural Science (2 with
substantial lab)
--3 Social Science
--2 World Language (sequential,
in the same language)
--2 approved electives

College Athletic Eligibility Criteria
Two major athletic associations in the United States regulate
who can participate in college sports: the NCAA & the NAIA.
Interested students should contact PCHS’ Athletic Director,
coach of the specific sport, or Certified School Counselor for
more information.

www.flbog.edu/forstudents/plann
ing
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Financial Aid

Bright Futures

The office of Student Financial Assistance administers
a variety of postsecondary educational state-funded
grants and scholarships.
www.floridastudentfinancialaid.org

The Florida Bright Futures Scholarship Program rewards students
for their academic achievements during high school by providing
funding to attend a postsecondary institution in Florida.
www.floridastudentfinancialaid.org/SSFAD/bf/

COURSE
LISTINGS

IMPORTANT! Students are urged to select courses and alternates
carefully during registration. The selection of alternative courses is
important because some courses may be removed as a curriculum choice
due to enrollment, class size restrictions, and/or teacher availability.
Not all courses listed in Appendix 1 are offered every school year.
Students should speak to their counselor to ensure that the courses they
are interested in taking are available for registration.
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Honors ENGLISH Instructional Objectives
Characteristics of English Honors Courses
Honors English courses are primarily distinguished from standard English courses by qualitative
requirements and not quantitative means. PCHS English Honors courses employ the standards established
by the Florida Department of Education (FLDOE) as the framework for initial instruction. In addition, the
educators, administrators, and guidance counselors meet regularly to add to the state standards to meet the
school’s philosophy and quest. Typically, honors educators cover material in greater depth, scope, sequence,
pacing, and reflection. Critical analysis, exploration of content, critical thinking, increased attention to task,
research, application, synthesis, and accepting constructive criticism are staples of the honors courses. Most
courses call for honors students to complete summer assignments, use technological platforms to promote
learning gains, and effectively complete entrance, maintenance, and exit assessments.

Courses Contained Within the Honors English Program
Honors English I
Honors English II
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Honors English III
Advanced Placement English Literature and Composition
Advanced Placement English Language and Composition
ENC 1101
ENC 1102

Comprehensive Planning
Honors English Educators have created and will modify when needed detailed, strategic plans for:
 Advanced Placement English Literature and Composition
 Advanced Placement English Language and Composition
 The PSAT
 The SAT Reasoning Test
 The ACT Plan
 The ACT
 The SAT-II (Literature)
 The Modern Landscape of College Admissions
 How to Create the Post-Secondary Application Essay

Honors English 1, Honors English 2, & Honors English 3










The purpose of these courses is to provide integrated educational experiences in the language arts strands of
reading, writing, listening, viewing, speaking, language, and literature. The content should include, but not
be limited to, the following:
Using reading strategies to construct meaning from complex informative, technical, and literary texts
Acquiring an extensive vocabulary through reading, discussion, listening, and systemic word study
Using process writing strategies, student inquiry, and self-monitoring techniques
Using speaking, listening, and viewing strategies in formal presentations and informal discussions
Understanding and responding to a variety of literary forms
Understanding and using language successfully to impact readers, writers, listeners, speakers, and viewers
Locating and synthesizing ideas from multiple sources
Applying evidence-based support
FDOE approved standards are repeated as needed in course sequences. As students progress from one
course to the next, increases should occur in the complexity of materials and tasks and in the students’
independence in the application of skills and strategies.

38

The objectives stated above will be met along with a study of the instructional content delivered via a
college prep course. These courses are designed to prepare the student for enrollment and success in either
an Advanced Placement or Dual Credit/Dual Enrollment course.

Advanced Placement English Language and Composition









The purpose of this course is to provide students with an understanding of the semantic, structural, and
rhetorical resources of the English language as they relate to the principles of effective writing. The course
also provides a variety of writing opportunities calling for the use of different styles and tones. The content
should include, but not be limited to, that which is specified by the Advanced Placement Program. After
successfully completing this course, the student will:
Recognize and use kinds and levels of diction from the casual to the formal.
Use appropriate varieties of sentence structures in writing.
Employ logical and functional relationships in sentences within paragraphs and in paragraphs within
essays.
Comprehend the use of major modes of discourse (narration, description, analysis, synthesis).
Identify and select appropriate aims of discourse (information, persuasion, expression) for specific writing
tasks.
Recognize and employ various rhetorical strategies in writing.
Recognize appropriate relationships among author, audience, and subject and organize written work
accordingly.

Advanced Placement English Literature and Composition








The purpose of this course is to study and practice writing and literature. Students will learn to use the
modes of discourse and recognize the assumptions underlying essential rhetorical strategies. Students will
also acquire an understanding of the resources of the language and of the writer’s craft. They will develop
critical standards for the appreciation of any literary work and increase their sensitivity to literature as
shared experience. The content should include, but not be limited to, that which is specified by the
Advanced Placement Program. After successfully completing this course, the student will:
Demonstrate knowledge of connotation, metaphor, irony, syntax, and tone as resources of language.
Apply critical standards independently, orally, and in writing to specific literary works.
Use effective rhetorical strategies in writing tasks.
Write for a variety of purposes, and in a variety of modes and styles.
Explain the relationships among styles, subjects, and audiences in writing and in literature.
Recognize relationships between literary works and the contemporary experience and/or historical
contexts.

Dual Enrollment English—ENC 1101/1102
This is a course in essay writing designed to develop skill in paragraph construction and methods of
presentation. The course includes practice in critical reading and analysis of texts as well as an introduction
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to researching and properly documenting sources using MLA format, composing and editing an essay using
a word-processing program, accessing information from the World Wide Web, and understanding the
differences between electronic databases and the Web. This course requires a minimum of 6,000 words of
writing. ENC 1102 enables students to become proficient in argumentative writing. Students complete
extensive research projects and present the results with clarity, thoroughness, and proper documentation.
Students will also participate in a formal debate. Students will engage in critical reading and collaborative
discussion. Topics to be covered include:
The basic mechanics of language relative to the requirements for the College level
The development of a central thesis into a complete essay
The reading of essays with critical awareness and comprehension
The introduction of electronic research techniques and MLA style of documentation

1001310

ENGLISH I

ENGLISH
Grade 9

1 credit

All PCHS freshmen English students will study the Florida Standards. The content of this course includes the study of
writing and communication, as well as literature and vocabulary building. Students practice argumentative and
informative writing with an emphasis on effective paragraph and essay structure. Grammar skills are essential, and
literary genres such as short story, poetry, drama, and novels are read and analyzed. All students will read The Odyssey
and Romeo and Juliet, as well as other supplemental works. In conjunction with these studies, assignments will focus
on preparing each student for the successful completion of progress monitoring for the Florida Standards Assessments
in English Language Arts with Writing Component.
1001320
Prerequisites:

ENGLISH HONORS I
See Honors Criteria

Grade 9

1 credit

The content will include, but will not be limited to, rigor and relevant instruction in the critical analysis of major
literary genres. Composition instruction will focus upon using the writing process in creative, logical, and
critical mod es, as well as frequent practice in all aspects of the writing process. Students will be provided
opportunities to experience formal speaking and to further develop critical thinking, listening, and observing
skills. Standardized test preparation includi ng FSA ELA (goal of level 4 or 5) and PSAT/NMSQT is essential.
Students enrolled in English Honors I will be introduced to the concepts related to Advanced Placement test
success as well as success in Dual Credit/Dual Enrollment courses. *Students who pla n to take AP English
Language and Composition in their junior year should take this course.*

1001340
Prerequisite:

ENGLISH II
Successful completion of English I

Grade 10

1 credit

The content will include, but will not be limited to, instruction in reading and writing. Vocabulary and comprehension
skills will be taught explicitly and using a variety of texts, including 30% fiction, poetry, drama, mass media, and 70%
nonfiction. Writing lessons will include practicing the conventions of standard written English and will emphasize
writing with focus, organization, support development, conventions and attention to audience. Essays, both
argumentative and informative, will be used to monitor student progress. The analysis and application of public
speaking techniques will supplement the objectives of this course. Emphasis will be placed on the mastery of skills
measured by the Florida Standards Assessments with Writing Component.
1001350
Prerequisite:

ENGLISH HONORS II
See Honors Criteria

Grade 10

1 credit

Course content will include, but will not be limited to, rigorous and relevant instruction and exposure
in several areas of rhetorical discourse. Students will analyze and interpret novels, essays, articles,
anthologies, myths, epics, poetry, prose, and texts with a concentration on vocabulary and
comprehension skills. Communication skills, both oral and written, are essential. Students will
develop research skills, writing skills, individual oral presentati on techniques, and standardized test -
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taking knowledge and strategies. Preparation for standardized tests such as the FSA, PSAT, and SAT are an integral
part of this course. Students will participate in progress monitoring. Intrinsic motivation to do well is a necessary
component for success. Students enrolled in English Honors II will be introduced to the concepts related
to Advanced Placement test success as well as success in Dual Credit/Dual Enrollment courses.
*Students who plan to take AP English Language in their junior year should take this course.
1001370
Prerequisite:

ENGLISH III
Successful completion of English II

Grade 11

1 credit

The content will include, but will not be limited to, frequent practice in writing multi-paragraph papers of various modes,
with particular attention given to the writing of analytical, argumentative, informative, and documented papers.
Relative to these writing assignments, reference and paraphrasing skills will be stressed. Listening, speaking, and
writing assignments will be related, when appropriate, to the study of American literature. Literature study will include
the analysis of various examples of American literary works in various genres. Vocabulary study will focus upon critical
reading/writing skills and other patterns commonly found on standardized tests such as SAT and ACT. Students will
review the vital communication skills necessary for public speaking. Students may participate in progress monitoring.
1001380
Prerequisite:

ENGLISH HONORS III
See Honors Criteria

Grade 11

1 credit

The content will include, but will not be limited to, rigorous and relevant instruction with frequent practice in writing
multi-paragraph essays in a variety of modes, including analytical, argumentative, informative, and documented papers.
Literature study will include the written and oral analysis of American literary works representing the ethnic and cultural
diversity of the American experience. The study of literature will include analysis of American dialects as reflected in
the literature. Reference skills and methods of summarizing information will be taught in relation to the production of
documented papers. Formal and informal oral communication activities are provided. Students will review the vital
communication skills necessary for public speaking. Preparation for the SAT and ACT is emphasized.

1001405
ENGLISH IV: FLORIDA COLLEGE PREP
Grade 12
1 credit
Prerequisite:
Successful completion of English III. Targeted students include students who have not yet earned college
readiness status in English/Reading on the ACT, SAT, and/or PERT.
Students will incorporate reading and analysis of Informational (non-fiction) and Literary selections to support the
development of critical reading skills and writing skills necessary for success in college courses. An MLA Documented
Research Paper will be completed. Students who pass this course and the exit exam with a “C” or better can enroll in
ENC 1101 Freshman Composition upon completion/graduation.
1002300, 1002310, 1002320, 1002520

ENGLISH FOR SPEAKERS OF OTHER LANGUAGES (ESOL)
Grades 9 - 12
1 - 4 credits

The Charlotte County Public School System provides special classes for:
a. Individuals who were not born in the United States and whose native language other than English.
b. Individuals who come from home environments where a language other than English is spoken in the home.
c. Individuals who are American Indian or Alaskan natives and who come from environments where a language other
than English has had a significant impact on their level of English language proficiency.
d. Individuals who, by reason thereof, have sufficient difficulty speaking, reading, writing or listening to the English
language.
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This program is designed to assist students whose English language proficiency and/or academic performance is limited.
It addresses the academic, linguistic, and cultural needs of the student. The primary objective of the program is to
develop the student's English skills in listening, speaking, reading, writing and content area comprehension.
Based on the responses marked on the Home Language Survey, the following criteria is used to further assess your
child's eligibility for ESOL services:
a.
Screening for aural/oral proficiency.
b.
Further review of your child's records.
c.
Recommendations from the professional staff.
1006300

JOURNALISM I

Grades 9 - 11

1 credit

This course will provide instruction in recognizing and writing for journalistic media and in developing editorials, sports
articles, and feature stories. This yearlong course will divide its time between preparation for advanced courses in TV
Production, Yearbook, Newspaper, and Creative Writing.
1006310
JOURNALISM II
1006320
JOURNALISM III
1006330
JOURNALISM IV (Pirate News)
Prerequisite::
Journalism I
Grades 10 - 12
1 credit
each
These courses provide the training necessary for successful news-gathering for journalistic media. Students will receive
frequent practice in gathering information and in writing news, sports, feature and editorial stories which will appear
weekly in the Online Pirate News Page.
1006310
JOURNALISM II
1006320
JOURNALISM III
1006330
JOURNALISM IV (Yearbook)
Grades 10 - 12
1 credit each
Prerequisite:
Successful completion of Journalism I. Grade of "C" or better in English. Yearbook instructor approval required
before registration.
.This course involves the planning and production of our high school yearbook. Students will learn skills for gathering
information, writing captions and body copy, planning and creating layouts, and developing feature articles and
advertisements. In addition, students learn to run a small business, becoming responsible for the day-to-day operation
and financial management of the publication. Students will be required to solicit ads for this publication. These ads are
directly tied to the students’ first semester grades.

1009320/
1009330

CREATIVE WRITING I/
CREATIVE WRITING II

Grades 9-12

.5 credit each

“A writer who waits for ideal conditions under which to write will die without putting a word on paper”, E.B. White. The Creative
Writing class tries to establish a positive culture with which students are encouraged to explore their unique writing
style. The class is a combination of structured and unstructured time – the atmosphere is relaxed and positive feedback
between students is encouraged. In this portfolio based class, you will be expected to keep a writing journal as well as
produce several publishable pieces. This class is open to any grade and writing ability.
1009331
CREATIVE WRITING III
Prerequisite: Successful completion of Creative Writing I and II.

Grades 10-12

1 credit

The purpose of the course is to develop writing and language skills needed for individual expression in traditional
poetic forms. The content should include, but not be limited to, the following: reading, analyzing and writing Blues,
Ballad, Asian, Italian, French forms and traditional forms; technical aspects of entering contests and publishing student
work in a literary publication; technical aspects of entering and performing in a public reading.
ENC 1101
DUAL ENROLLMENT COMPOSITION I
Grade 12 (1st semester)
1 credit
Prerequisite: Qualifying ACT/SAT/PERT scores in English (SAT: 440; ACT: 19/R & 17/E; PERT 106/R & 103/W) and qualifying
3.0 GPA, paired with ENC 1102. A grade below “C” will not receive college credit. See Honors Criteria for additional information.
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A course in essay writing designed to help students become more effective and sophisticated in their control of
language and their presentation of argument. Basic grammar is reviewed with an emphasis on sentence and
paragraph structure. Students revise their work continually with a focus on clarity, audience, and purpose. Students
will be introduced to researching and documenting sources using MLA format and will write a full length research
paper. This course requires a minimum of 4,000 words of writing.
ENC 1102
DUAL ENROLLMENT COMPOSITION II
Grade 12 (2nd semester)
1 credit
Prerequisite: Qualifying ACT/SAT/CPT/PERT scores in English (SAT: 440; ACT: 19/R & 17/E; PERT 106/R & 103/W) and
qualifying 3.0 GPA, paired with ENC 1101. See Honors Criteria for additional information.
Advanced instruction in expository and other modes of prose writing, including the preparation and writing of a fulllength research paper using MLA format are staples of this course. Concentration according to section on rhetoric and
the essay, writing about literature, technical writing, or creative writing; students may choose special interest. Writing
prompts given throughout the course are revised and integrated into a final writing portfolio. If completed with a grade
of C or better, ENC 1102 partially fulfills the 6 credit English Composition requirement for the AA degree. This course
requires a minimum of 4,000 words of writing.
1001420
ADVANCED PLACEMENT ENGLISH LANGUAGE & COMPOSITION
Prerequisite: See Honors Criteria

Grade 11 1 credit

The AP English Language and Composition course is designed to help students become skilled readers of prose written
in a variety of periods, disciplines, and rhetorical contexts and to become skilled writers who can compose for a variety
of purposes. By their writing and reading in this course, students should become aware of the interactions among a
writer’s purposes, audience expectations, and subjects as well as the way generic conventions and the resources of
language contribute to effective writing. Rhetoric acquisition is a staple of this course. Essential explicit instruction for
the AP English Literature and Composition examination drives this course. College credit is available for all students in
this course. All students are expected to sit for and pass the global AP exam in May. All students are expected to sit for
the SAT in April or May. More information about the AP program can be found at www.collegeboard.com/ap.

1001430
ADVANCED PLACEMENT ENGLISH LITERATURE AND COMPOSITION Grade 12 1 credit
Prerequisite: See Honors Criteria
The AP English Literature and Composition course is designed to engage students in the close reading and critical
analysis of literature. Through the analytical reading of selected texts, students can deepen their understanding of the
ways writers use language to provide both meaning and pleasure for their readers. As they read, students should
consider a work’s structure, style, and global awareness themes, and other essential elements as figurative language,
imagery, symbolism, and tone. All students are expected to sit for and pass the global AP Literature and Composition
exam in May. More information about the AP program can be found at www.collegeboard.com/ap.
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Honors Math Instructional Objectives
GEOMETRY HONORS
The purpose of this course is to provide a rigorous in-depth study of geometry, supported with hands-on discovery
and experimentation. Topics will include, but not be limited to:
angles, perpendicular and parallelism in a plane and in space, polygons with applications involving similarity and
congruence, circles, spheres, platonic solids, area and volume studied through real world applications, coordinate
geometry, transformational geometry, Euclidean geometry, and fractural geometry. Topics will be algebra-intensive,
while emphasizing the formal language of mathematics. This course is designed to prepare the student for enrollment
and success in a future Advanced Placement and/or Dual Credit or Dual Enrollment course. A scientific calculator is
required/graphing calculator suggested for this course.

ALGEBRA 2 HONORS
The purpose of this course is to present an in-depth study of the topics of Algebra II, with emphasis on theory and
development of formulas, and circular and trigonometric functions and their applications. Topics include: algebraic
structure, first and second-degree equations in one and two variables solved algebraically and graphically, systems of
equalities and inequalities, functions and relations, polynomials and rational expressions, exponents and radicals,
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logarithms, complex numbers, conic sections, polynomial equations, sequences and series, permutations, combinations
and probability, matrices and circular functions, trigonometric identities and graphs of trigonometric functions. This
course is designed to prepare the student for enrollment and success in a future Advanced Placement and/or Dual
Credit or Dual Enrollment course. A graphing calculator is strongly recommended for this course.

COLLEGE ALGEBRA/TRIGONOMETRY--MAC 1105/1114
This is a course for well-prepared advanced mathematical students only. First semester topics will include, but not be limited to:
exponential and logarithmic functions, circular and trigonometric functions, inverse functions, polynomial functions, sequences and
limits, elementary matrices and selected topics in analytic geometry. A graphing calculator is required for this course.
The second semester course is designed to be a rigorous approach to sequence, series, functions and limits leading to an
understanding of the derived function. Emphasis is placed on proofs and the use of the graphing calculator. The course is intended
for those students who desire to continue with advanced study in the area of calculus.

TRIGONOMETRY / ANALYSIS OF FUNCTIONS
Trigonometry provides students with the study of circular and trigonometric functions, their graphs and applications.
Topics include measures of angles, sectors of circles, right angle trigonometry, circular functions, trigonometric
identities, graphs of trigonometric functions, solutions of trigonometric equations, solutions of right and oblique
triangles, word problems and applying trigonometric concepts. A graphing calculator is strongly recommended for
this course.
Math Analysis explores the concepts of polynomial functions, systems of equations, graphs, applications for various
functions, inverse functions, parametric functions, exponential, and logarithmic functions, elementary statistics,
probability and data analysis. A graphing calculator is strongly recommended.

PRE-CALCULUS
51 Standards encompass the Pre-Calculus course. Topics will include, but not be limited to: equations, graphing, and
solving real-world problems involving conic sections; graph polynomial functions; use theorems of polynomial
behavior; find limits by substitution, sums, differences, products, quotients and rational functions; intermediate value
theorem; extreme value theorem; vectors/vector operations; parametric equations; Pythagorean identities; polar
coordinates & Cartesian coordinates; DeMoivre’s Theorem; etc. A graphing calculator is required for this course.

AP CALCULUS
A parental conference is required for any student not meeting all the prerequisites, and a pre-assessment test may be
given.
Topics will include, but not be limited to: real numbers, functions, limits, analytic geometry, elementary differentiation
and integration of trigonometric functions, logarithmic and exponential functions and special techniques of integration.
A graphing calculator is required for this course.
Students enrolled in this course must be capable of using symbolic notation and applying pre-calculus concepts in a
variety of problem situations. Students must be mature, independent thinkers with excellent work habits, capable of
interpreting material in the text, contributing to class discussions, and have a good attendance record.

AP STATISTICS
The purpose of this course is to introduce students to the major concepts and tools for collecting, analyzing, and
drawing conclusions from data. Students who successfully complete this course and examination may receive credit
and/or advanced placement for a one-semester introductory college statistics course.
Students are exposed to four conceptual themes:
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1.
2.
3.
4.

Exploring Data: Observing patterns and departures from patterns.
Planning a Study: Deciding what and how to measure.
Anticipating Patterns: Producing models using probability and simulation.
Statistical Inference: Confirming Models.
The AP Statistics course is an excellent option for any student, who has successfully completed a second year course in
Algebra, regardless of the student’s intended college major. Mathematical maturity, quantitative reasoning, and
excellent reading comprehension skills are necessary for success in this course. A graphing calculator is required.

MATH
1200400

INTENSIVE MATHEMATICS

Grades 9 - 12

1/2 - 1 credit

The focus of the course is to provide instruction and practice in mathematics skills and concepts. The content will include,
but not be limited to, test-taking skills and strategies for mathematics. The mathematics content will be identified by a
diagnosis of student's needs for instruction. This course is designed to help students requiring remediation to pass
required state mandated end-of-course exams (EOCs). Course will meet requirements for elective credit.
1200310

ALGEBRA I

Grades 9 - 12

1 credit

The purpose of this course is to provide the foundation for more advanced mathematics courses and to develop the skills
necessary to solve mathematical problems. Topics will include, but will not be limited to: sets; variables; structure and
properties of the real number system; first-degree equations and inequalities; relations and functions; graphs; systems of
linear equations and inequalities; integral exponents; polynomials; factoring; rational algebraic expressions; irrational
numbers; radical expressions; quadratic equations. All students will be required to sit for and pass the state mandated
Algebra I end-of-course exam (EOC) to earn a standard diploma. EOC is worth 30% of semester 2 grade.
1206300
INFORMAL GEOMETRY
Prerequisite: Algebra I with teacher recommendation

Grades 10 - 12

1 credit

The purpose of this course is to lay a foundation for the geometry topics that will be covered on the state mandated
geometry end-of-course exam (EOC) and will cover the geometry of lines, planes, angles, and triangle. It is for the
student who needs the concepts taught at a slower pace. Informal geometry does not meet the geometry credit required
for graduation.

1206310
Prerequisites:

GEOMETRY
Successful completion of Algebra I

Grades 9 - 12

1 credit

The purpose of this course is to emphasize critical thinking involving the discovery of relationships and their proofs and
to develop the skills to apply the deductive method to mathematical situations. Topics will include, but will not be
limited to, logic and reasoning; the study of Euclidean geometry of lines, planes, angles, triangles; similarity, congruence,
and geometric inequalities; polygons and circles; area and volume; and constructions. All students will be required to
sit for the state mandated Geometry end-of-course exam (EOC). EOC is worth 30% of semester 2 grade.

1206320
Prerequisite:

GEOMETRY HONORS
See Honors Criteria

Grades 9 - 12

1 credit

The purpose of this course is to provide a rigorous in-depth study of geometry, supported with hands-on discovery and
experimentation. Topics will include, but will not be limited to: angles, perpendicularly and parallelism in a plane and
in space; polygons with applications involving similarity and congruence; circles, spheres, platonic solids, area and
volume studied through real world applications; coordinate geometry; transformational geometry; Euclidean geometry;
and fractural geometry. Topics will be algebra-intensive, while emphasizing the formal language of mathematics.
A graphing calculator is recommended. A scientific calculator is required. This course is designed to prepare the student
to take further AP courses in mathematics and to pass AP exams as well as be successful in Dual Credit/Dual Enrollment
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courses. All students will be required to sit for the state mandated Geometry end-of-course exam (EOC). EOC is worth
30% of semester 2 grade.
1200330
ALGEBRA II
Grades 10 - 12
1 credit
Prerequisites:
Successful completion of Algebra I and Geometry with teacher recommendation. Will meet scholar’s designation
for standard diploma.
The purpose of this course is to continue the study of the structure of algebra and to provide the foundation for applying
these skills to other mathematical and scientific fields. Topics will include, but will not be limited to, the following: the
review and extension of the structure and properties of the real number system; relations, functions, and graphs;
polynomials and rational expressions; quadratic equations and inequalities; polynomial functions; rational and irrational
exponents; logarithms, complex numbers, and word problems. A graphing calculator is recommended. All students will
be required to sit for the state mandated Algebra 2 end-of-course exam (EOC). EOC is worth 30% of the semester 2 grade.

1200340
Prerequisite:

ALGEBRA II HONORS
Grades 10 - 12
See Honors Criteria. Will meet scholar’s designation for standard diploma.

1 credit

The purpose of this course is to present an in-depth study of the topics of Algebra II, with emphasis on theory and
development of formulas, and circular and trigonometric functions and their applications. Topics include: algebraic
structure; first and second-degree equations in one and two variables solved algebraically and graphically; systems of
equations and inequalities; functions and relations; polynomials and rational expressions; exponents and radicals;
logarithms; complex numbers; conic sections; polynomial equations; sequences and series; permutations, combinations
and probability; matrices and circular functions; trigonometric identities and graphs of trigonometric functions. A
graphing calculator is required. This course is designed to prepare the student to take further AP courses in mathematics
and to pass AP exams as well as be successful in Dual Credit/Dual Enrollment courses. All students will be required to
sit for the state mandated Algebra 2 end-of-course exam (EOC). EOC is worth 30% of the semester 2 grade

1207300
LIBERAL ARTS MATH 1
Prerequisite: Failure of the Algebra I EOC exam

Grades 10

1 credit.

Students who fail the Algebra I EOC exam will be placed in this course along with Geometry in their 10 th grade year.
This course is designed to assist with remediation for the successful passing of the Algebra I EOC exam. This course is
designed to reinforce basic Algebra and Geometry skills. The goals of this course are to develop proficiency with
mathematical skills, expand the understanding of mathematical concepts, improve logical thinking, and promote success
in future math courses. Topics will include but not be limited to: structure and properties of real numbers, various
means to analyze and express patterns, relations and functions, analyzing tables and graphs, solving equations and
inequalities algebraically and graphically, coordinate geometry, graphing, operations with rational algebraic equations,
problems involving geometric shapes and their applications. A scientific calculator is required.
1207310
LIBERAL ARTS MATH 2
Grades 11-12
1 credit.
Prerequisite: Successful completion of Algebra I EOC exam and/or 2nd failure of the Algebra I EOC exam. Completion of Geometry.
Students who fail the Algebra I EOC exam a second time may be placed in this course in their 11th grade year. This
course is designed to assist with remediation for the successful passing of the Algebra I EOC exam. In addition, students
who successfully pass the Algebra I EOC at the conclusion of their 9 th grade year and the Geometry course at the end of
their 10th grade year, yet still require reinforcement of mathematical skills before registering for Algebra 2 may be
enrolled in this course. A scientific calculator is required.
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1211300
Prerequisites:

TRIGONOMETRY
Grades 11 - 12
See Honors Criteria. Will meet scholar’s designation for standard diploma.

.5 credit

This is an honors level course. Students will take this course partnered with Analysis of Functions. A graphing calculator
is required.
1201310
Prerequisites:

ANALYSIS OF FUNCTIONS
Grades 11 - 12
See Honors Criteria. Will meet scholar’s designation for standard diploma.

.5 credit

Benchmarks studied include but are not limited to the following: Sine & Cosine; Trigonometric functions; solving realworld problems involving various mathematic concepts using technology; Pythagorean identities & Theorem; polar
coordinates; DeMoivre’s Theorem; graphing technology; matrix operations. A graphing calculator is required.

1202340
Prerequisites:

PRE-CALCULUS
Grades 11 - 12
See Honors Criteria. Will meet scholar’s designation for standard diploma.

1 credit

51 Standards encompass the Pre-Calculus course. Topics will include, but not be limited to: equations, graphing, and
solving real-world problems involving conic sections; graph polynomial functions; use theorems of polynomial
behavior; find limits by substitution, sums, differences, products, quotients and rational functions; intermediate value
theorem; extreme value theorem; vectors/vector operations; parametric equations; Pythagorean identities; polar
coordinates & Cartesian coordinates; DeMoivre’s Theorem; etc. A graphing calculator is required for this course.

1210320
Prerequisite:

AP STATISTICS
Grades 11-12
See Honors Criteria. Will meet scholar’s designation for standard diploma.

1 credit

The purpose of this course is to introduce students to the major concepts and tools for collecting, analyzing, and drawing
conclusions from data. Students who successfully complete the course and examination may receive credit and/or
advanced placement for a one-semester introductory college statistics course.
Students are exposed to four broad conceptual themes:
1.
2.
3.
4.

Exploring Data: Observing patterns and departures from patterns.
Planning a Study: Deciding what and how to measure.
Anticipating Patterns: Producing models using probability and simulation.
Statistical Inference: Confirming models.

The AP Statistics course is an excellent option for any student who has successfully completed a second-year course in
Algebra, regardless of the student's intended college major. Mathematical maturity, quantitative reasoning, and
excellent reading comprehension skills are necessary for success in this course. A graphing calculator is required. All
students are expected to sit for the AP exam in May. More information about the AP program can be found at
www.collegeboard.com/ap.
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1202310
Prerequisite:

AP CALCULUS AB
Grade 12
See Honors Criteria. Will meet scholar’s designation for standard diploma.

1 credit

Topics will include, but not be limited to, real numbers, functions, limits, analytic geometry, elementary differentiation
and integration of trigonometric functions, logarithmic and exponential functions and special techniques of integration.
A graphing calculator is required. Students enrolled in this course must be capable of using symbolic notation and
applying pre-calculus concepts in a variety of problem situations. Students must be mature, independent thinkers with
excellent work habits, capable of interpreting material in the text, contributing to class discussions, and have a good
attendance record. All students are expected to sit for the AP exam in May. More information about the AP program
can be found at www.collegeboard.com/ap.
1202320
AP CALCULUS BC
Grade 12
1 credit
Prerequisite:
AP CALCULUS AB & TEACHER RECOMMENDATION. Will meet scholar’s designation for standard
diploma.
The topic outline for Calculus BC includes all Calculus AB topics. Additional topics will include, but not be limited to,
functions, graphs, and limits; derivatives, integrals, and polynomial approximations and series. All students are
expected to sit for the AP exam in May.
More information about the AP program can be found at
www.collegeboard.com/ap.

MAC 1105
MAC 1114
Prerequisite:

COLLEGE ALGEBRA (3 credits/ECC)
Grades 11-12
1 credit
TRIGONOMETRY (3credits/ECC) Grades 11-12
1 credit
See Honors Criteria; SAT 540; ACT 23; PERT 123. Will meet scholar’s designation for standard diploma.

This is a course for well-prepared advanced mathematical students only. First semester topics will include, but not be
limited to, exponential and logarithmic functions, circular and trigonometric functions, inverse functions, polynomial
functions, sequences and limits, elementary matrices and selected topics in analytic geometry. A graphing calculator is
required for this course. The second semester course is designed to be a rigorous approach to sequence, series, functions
and limits leading to an understanding of the derived function. Emphasis is placed on proofs and the use of the graphing
calculator. The course is intended for those students who desire to continue with advanced study in the area of calculus.

1200700
MATHEMATICS FOR COLLEGE READINESS
Grades 11-12
1 credit
Prerequisite: Entry scores from PERT, ACT, OR SAT. There is no waiver for the Math for College Readiness course other than
“scoring out of the class.” Students should discuss placement in this course with their Guidance Counselor.
This course is intended to prepare students for College Algebra. For placement into this course, students score within
96-113 on the PERT or 440-520 on the SAT or 19-22 on ACT. This course is not considered remediation—it is to be
considered college preparatory. At the successful completion of the class, to be guaranteed entry into College Algebra
without additional course work, the student will need to score at least 520 on SAT or 23 on ACT or 114 on PERT.

Calculator Usage in Math Classes
The use of calculators in math classrooms promotes achievement, improves problem -solving skills, and
increases understanding of mathematical ideas. All math teachers at PCHS incorporate calculator usage in
their courses. Students are expected to supply their own calculators, along with paper, graph paper, pencils,
and notebooks.
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Honors Science Instructional Objectives
HONORS BIOLOGY
This course provides opportunities for advanced exploratory experiences and activities in the fundamental
concepts of life. Topics include, but are not limited to, cell biology, genetics, classification, animals, plants,
and ecological relationships, Lectures, notes, computer programs, and labs are the most common
approaches to the material. Students will also complete a research project to be entered in the PCHS Science
Fair. This course is designed to prepare the student for enrollment and success in an Advanced Placement
and/or Dual Credit or Dual Enrollment course.

HONORS CHEMISTRY
This course is suitable for students who display a high level of competency in the sciences and possess a
strong desire to continue their education at a four-year college or university. Topics include, but are not
limited to,
matter and change, measurements and calculations, atomic structure, nuclear chemistry, The Mole, The
Periodic Law, chemical bonding, organic chemistry, stoichiometry, phases of matter, gas laws, reactions in
solution, kinetics, and redox reactions. This course is designed to prepare the student for enrollment and
success in an Advanced Placement and/or Dual Credit or Dual Enrollment course.

HONORS ANATOMY and PHYSIOLOGY
This course provides students with advanced studies and activities in structures and functions of the
components of the human body as well as disease and research. Topics include, but are not limited to,
anatomical terminology, cells and tissues, systems of the body, disease and inheritance.

HONORS PHYSICS
This course is suitable for students who display a high level in the sciences and mathematics. This course
provides students with an introduction to theories and laws that govern the interaction of matter, energy,
and the forces of nature. The content includes, but is not limited to, motion, vectors, and thermodynamics.

DUAL ENROLLMENT ENVIRONMENTAL BIOLOGY (BSC 1050/1051)
BSC: 1050C--Environmental Biology: Our Global Environment
This class, designed for non-science majors, approaches topics in environmental science by studying the
impact of humans. Contemporary ecological issues are explored in relation to problems of local, regional,
national and global concerns. The format of the class involves combined lecture, lab and field trip activities
including discussions and debates of local problems, as well as national and global issues.
BSC 1051C - Environmental Biology: Southwest Florida Ecosystems
This class, designed for non-science majors, studies the natural processes, field study methods and the
identification of biotic and abiotic components of the major ecosystems of Southwest Florida. The format of
the class involves combined lecture, lab and field trip activities.

AP CHEMISTRY:
In order to accommodate the College Board 90 minute required lab period, AP Chemistry is blocked with
Chemistry II Honors. Students will receive credit for both of these courses on their transcript. The content
of the course is organized around six big ideas: Atomic structure (includes periodicity, spectroscopy, and
stoichiometry); Property Relations (includes classification of substances, molecules, solutions, and phases of
matter); Transformation (includes physical and chemical processes and electrochemistry); Kinetics (includes
reaction rates and collision theory and mechanisms); Thermochemistry (includes the nature of chemical
energy, heat transfer, entropy, free energy and work, and calorimetry); and Equilibrium (includes acid-base
systems, solubility equilibria, and the relationship to thermochemistry). Approximately 20-25% of class
time is dedicated to the lab program in AP Chemistry. The lab program emphasizes seven key practices:
The use of representations and models to communicate scientific phenomena and solve scientific problems;
the appropriate applications of mathematics; the importance of questioning to extend thinking and guide
investigations; the planning and implementation of data collection strategies; the analysis of data and
evaluation of evidence; the ability to work with scientific theories to make predictions and justify claims; the
understanding of relationships between concepts across the course content.

AP BIOLOGY
Biological ideas work and fit together just like the parts of living things work and fit together. Just as a living
thing would not survive if it were missing important parts, no explanation or understanding of biological
systems can make sense if it is missing important parts. A major focus of this course will be to help students
develop a comprehensive understanding of biological principles and the connections and co-operations that
produce living things. This course will require students to read and prepare for class on a daily basis,
assimilate new material, connect it to previous concepts and build comprehension a piece at a time. One can
imagine all the subtopics of Biology as the outer rim of a wheel, connected to a hub by spokes (much like a
bicycle wheel). The study of Biology, then, is a trip around the wheel, interconnected to all the other parts.
This analogy is particularly helpful if one remembers that the hub of the center of Biology, the thing that keeps
it all together and connected, is the process of evolution. The objective of this course will be to take students
on that trip around the wheel making all the conceptual connections (spokes) that hold it together and connect
to the central, all important, idea of evolution. The course work will incorporate the 4 Big Ideas, the 17
Essential Knowledge concepts, and the 7 science practices as described in the AP Biology Curriculum
Framework 2012-2013. Approximately 25% of the classroom time will be devoted to laboratory experiences.
Area of focus will include Chemistry/Biochemistry; Cells; Metabolism and Communication; Genetics;
Evolution and Taxonomy; Ecology; and selected topics in Human Physiology.

AP PHYSICS 1 and AP PHYSICS 2

These courses are college level and are both independent, full-year courses. Students entering AP Physics 2
need to have developed mastery of the learning objectives described in the AP Physics 1 curriculum
framework to be prepared for AP Physics 2. AP Physics 1 is equivalent to a first semester college course in
algebra-based physics, but it is designed to be taught over a full academic year to enable AP students to
develop deep understanding of the content and to focus on applying their knowledge through inquiry labs.
The course covers Newtonian mechanics (including rotational dynamics and angular momentum); work,
energy, and power; mechanical waves and sound. It also introduces electric circuits. AP Physics 2 is the
equivalent of a second semester college course in algebra-based physics. The course covers fluid mechanics,
thermodynamics, electricity and magnetism; optics; atomic and nuclear physics.
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.

SCIENCE

Recommended Course of Study: Although only three science credits must be earned for students to be eligible to receive
a standard diploma (one of which must be a Biology course), it is HIGHLY recommended that college bound students
complete four science courses. To be best prepared for college admission and competition for scholarships, students are
strongly encouraged to take a Biology course (required), a chemistry course, a physics course, and one additional science
course of interest.
The science program is directed towards meeting the science education needs of Florida's science students. These needs
range from the development of scientific literacy to preparation for careers in science. The program provides experiences
for students to develop and apply skills in critical thinking and problem solving, to acquire knowledge and
understanding about themselves and the natural world in which they live, to make responsible decisions concerning
science-related issues in society, and to learn about career opportunities in science and technology. Students will
experience science instruction which is appropriate for high school students and which will communicate the wonder
and the excitement of science, both in the classroom and in the laboratory.
2001310
EARTH/SPACE SCIENCE
Will meet scholar’s designation for standard diploma.

Grade 9

1 credit

Benchmarks studied include but are not limited to the following concepts and topics: Scientific theory of the Big Bang
and the Nebular Hypothesis; Concepts of radiation and the electromagnetic spectrum; Earth’s interior layers and their
structure and composition with their interactions; Plate tectonics, processes and continental drift; Earth Systems and
distribution of energy including atmosphere, hydrosphere, geosphere, cryosphere and biosphere, Minerals with
chemical and crystalline structure and compositions including atomic structure, molecular, bonding, ions, and isotopes;
Rock cycle including sedimentary, metamorphic, and igneous rock formation and processes; Weathering, Soils, and Mass
Wasting of Earth’s surface including major components of soil, important factors in soil formation with respect to
biochemical cycles and their interactions with the Earth’s systems; Atmosphere Structure/Composition, Clouds, and
Precipitation, Air Pressure/Wind Systems, Weather Patterns, Severe Storms with forecasting and prediction methods;
Global Climate Change with topics including natural processes that can cause changes in climate, the greenhouse effect,
the Koppen Climate Classification system, and some of the consequences of climate change. Ecology concepts discussed
including interactions and interdependence, ecosystems, biomes, populations and communities within the Earth
Systems, Scientific problems, claims, inferences, questions, methods, and explanations will be introduced and reinforced
with scientific skills in data collection, graphing, and analysis.
2000310
BIOLOGY I
Grade 9
1 credit
Will meet the requirement of one Biology credit (or its equivalent) for graduation with a standard diploma. Students are required to
sit for the state mandated End of Course Exam (EOC). The EOC exam is worth 30% of the student’s semester 2 grade. A passing
score on the Biology EOC is only required for students striving to earn a scholar designated diploma.
The content will include: scientific method, scientific measurement, laboratory safety and use of apparatus, cell biology,
cell reproduction, basic principles of genetics, biological changes through time, classification and taxonomy,
microbiology, structure and function of plants, structure and function of animals, structure and function of the human
body, and ecological relationships. Any dissection activities are voluntary, however, general knowledge gained through
dissection is the responsibility of all students.
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2000320
BIOLOGY HONORS I
Grade 9
1 credit
Will meet the requirement of one Biology credit (or its equivalent) for graduation with a standard diploma. Students are required to
sit for the state mandated End of Course Exam (EOC). The EOC exam is worth 30% of the student’s semester 2 grade. A passing
score on the Biology EOC is only required for students striving to earn a scholar designated diploma.
Prerequisites:
See Honors Criteria.
The purpose of this course is to provide students with advanced exploratory experiences and activities in the
fundamental concepts of life. This course expands the biological concepts that were introduced in the elementary and
the middle school and presents additional facts, concepts, and generalizations. Any dissection activities are voluntary.
However, general knowledge of the material presented is the responsibility of all students. All students are required to
complete an extensive, detailed project for submission into the science fair. (Sequence to Honors Chemistry and Physics.)
This course is designed to prepare the student for enrollment and success in an Advanced Placement course as well as
Dual Credit/Dual Enrollment courses.
2003340
CHEMISTRY I
Grades 10 - 12
1 credit
Prerequisite:
Successful completion of Biology I and a grade of “C” or higher in Algebra I or its equivalent. Will meet graduation
requirements. Will meet scholar’s designation for standard diploma.
This course is designed to introduce many important chemistry topics by emphasizing real world problems and
applications. The topics will include: classification and structure of matter; atomic theory; periodic table; bonding;
chemical formulas; chemical reactions and balanced equations; behavior of gases; physical changes; acids, bases and
salts; and energy associated with physical and chemical changes.
2003350
CHEMISTRY I HONORS
Grades 10 - 12
Prerequisites:
See Honors Criteria
Will meet graduation requirements. Will meet scholar’s designation for standard diploma.

1 credit

Honors Chemistry is a more traditional chemistry course than Chemistry I. It is designed to prepare students for the
rigors of AP Chemistry or for college chemistry at a major university. The topics include measurement and calculations,
Atomic Structure, The Periodic Law, Nuclear Chemistry, Chemical Reactions (including redox reactions), Stoichiometry,
Phases of Matter, Solutions, and an introduction to Kinetics and Equilibrium (including acid-base reactions). This course
is designed to prepare the student for enrollment and success in an Advanced Placement course as well as Dual
Credit/Dual Enrollment courses.
2003380
PHYSICS I
Grades 11 - 12
1 credit
Prerequisites:
Successful completion of Biology I, a grade of “C” or higher in Algebra II or its equivalent, and successful
completion or concurrent registration in Algebra II. Will meet graduation requirements. Will meet scholar’s designation for
standard diploma.
The purpose of this course is to provide students with an introductory study of the theories and laws governing the
interaction of matter, energy, and the forces of nature. The content will include: kinematics, dynamics, energy, work
and power, heat and thermodynamics, wave characteristics, light, electricity, magnetism, and nuclear physics and sound.
2003390
HONORS PHYSICS
Grades 11 - 12
1 credit
Prerequisites: See Honors Criteria. Will meet graduation requirements. Will meet scholar’s designation for standard diploma.
Honors Physics is structured to have the student successfully understand physics upon two levels of understanding.
The first is the conceptual level. The second is the more precise expression of the concepts. This will be done with the
use of mathematical equations, development of data using correct laboratory procedures and the analysis of the data.
Simulated models will be a new addition to the course. The content will include, but not be limited took, the nature of
physics and kinematics, dynamics, work and energy, momentum, rotational motion, gravity, wave theory, temperature
and heat, the gas laws, electricity, magnetism, sound and quantum mechanics.

53

2000350
Prerequisite:

ANATOMY AND PHYSIOLOGY
Grades 11 - 12
Successful completion of Biology I or Honors Biology. Will meet graduation requirements.

1 credit

The purpose of this course is to provide students with activities in the structures and function of the human body. The
content includes, but is not limited to, anatomical terminology; cells and tissues; organ systems such as integumentary,
skeletal, muscular, nervous, special sensory, endocrine, circulatory, respiratory, digestive, urinary and reproductive;
homeostatic mechanisms; disease process and immune response; inheritance; and molecular, cellular, organisms,
mutagenic, and genetic disorders. Laboratory activities are required. Laboratory investigations of selected topics in the
content area which also include the use of scientific method, measurement, laboratory apparatus, and safety are an
integral part of the course.
2000360
ANATOMY AND PHYSIOLOGY HONORS
Grades 11 - 12
1 credit
Prerequisite:
See Honors Criteria. Successful completion of Biology I or Honors Biology. Will meet graduation requirements.
Will meet scholar’s designation for standard diploma.
The emphasis of this course is on human anatomy and physiology for those students interested in pursuing a career in
a health related profession. The course content includes, but is not limited to, the same content as Anatomy and
Physiology I, but there is greater emphasis on the biochemical principals associated with human physiology. Many
systems of study are accompanied by histological examination, gross dissection, and interactive labs and demonstrations.
Associated pathologies for each system will also be studied. Dissection is a mandatory component of the Honors
Anatomy and Physiology lab program.
2002500
MARINE SCIENCE I
Grades 11 - 12
1 credit
Will meet graduation requirements.
The purpose of this course is to provide an overview of the marine environment. The content should include, but not be
limited to the following: the nature of science; the origins of the oceans; the chemical, physical, and geological aspects
of the marine environment; ecology of various seas zones; marine communities; the diversity of marine organisms;
characteristics of major marine ecosystems; characteristics of major marine phyla/divisions; and the interrelationship
between man and the ocean.
2001340
ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE
Will meet graduation requirements.

Grades 11 - 12

1 credit

This course will provide the student with a study of man's interaction with the environment. Content will include: types
of pollution, conservation practices, environmental planning and policies, ecology principles, and major forms of energy.
Each topic will focus on how they affect the state of Florida.
2003370
CHEMISTRY II Honors/ADVANCED PLACEMENT CHEMISTRY
Grades 11 - 12
1 credit
Prerequisites: See Honors Criteria. Will meet graduation requirements. Will meet scholar’s designation for standard diploma.
In order to accommodate the College Board 90 minute required lab period, AP Chemistry is blocked with Chemistry II
Honors. Students will receive credit for both of these courses on their transcript. The content of the course is organized
around six big ideas: Atomic structure (includes periodicity, spectroscopy, and stoichiometry); Property Relations
(includes classification of substances, molecules, solutions, and phases of matter); Transformation (includes physical and
chemical processes and electrochemistry); Kinetics (includes reaction rates and collision theory and mechanisms);
Thermochemistry (includes the nature of chemical energy, heat transfer, entropy, free energy and work, and
calorimetry); and Equilibrium (includes acid-base systems, solubility equilibria, and the relationship to
thermochemistry). Approximately 20-25% of class time is dedicated to the lab program in AP Chemistry. The lab
program emphasizes seven key practices: The use of representations and models to communicate scientific phenomena
and solve scientific problems; the appropriate applications of mathematics; the importance of questioning to extend
thinking and guide investigations; the planning and implementation of data collection strategies; the analysis of data
and evaluation of evidence; the ability to work with scientific theories to make predictions and justify claims; the
understanding of relationships between concepts across the course content. Students are expected to sit for the AP exam
in May. More information about the AP program can be found at www.collegeboard.com/ap.
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2000340
Prerequisites:

ADVANCED PLACEMENT BIOLOGY
Grades 11 - 12
1 credit.
See Honors Criteria. Will meet graduation requirements. Will meet scholar’s designation for standard diploma.

Biological ideas work and fit together just like the parts of living things work and fit together. Just as a living thing
would not survive if it were missing important parts, no explanation or understanding of biological systems can make
sense if it is missing important parts. A major focus of this course will be to help students develop a comprehensive
understanding of biological principles and the connections and co-operations that produce living things. This course
will require students to read and prepare for class on a daily basis, assimilate new material, connect it to previous
concepts and build comprehension a piece at a time. One can imagine all the subtopics of Biology as the outer rim of a
wheel, connected to a hub by spokes (much like a bicycle wheel). The study of Biology, then, is a trip around the wheel,
interconnected to all the other parts. This analogy is particularly helpful if one remembers that the hub of the center of
Biology, the thing that keeps it all together and connected, is the process of evolution. The objective of this course will
be to take students on that trip around the wheel making all the conceptual connections (spokes) that hold it together
and connect to the central, all important, idea of evolution. The course work will incorporate the 4 Big Ideas, the 17
Essential Knowledge concepts, and the 7 science practices as described in the AP Biology Curriculum Framework 20122013. Approximately 25% of the classroom time will be devoted to laboratory experiences. Area of focus will include
Chemistry/Biochemistry; Cells; Metabolism and Communication; Genetics; Evolution and Taxonomy; Ecology; and
selected topics in Human Physiology Students are expected to sit for the AP exam in May. More information about the
AP program can be found at www.collegeboard.com/ap.
2003421
AP PHYSICS 1
Grade 12
1 credit
Prerequisites: See Honors Criteria. Will meet graduation requirements. Will meet scholar’s designation for standard diploma.
AP Physics 1 is an algebra-based, introductory college-level physics course. Students cultivate their understanding of Physics through
inquiry-based investigations as they explore topics such as Newtonian mechanics (including rotational motion); work, energy, and
power; mechanical waves and sound; and introductory, simple circuits. Students are expected to sit for the AP exam in May.
More information about the AP program can be found at www.collegeboard.com/ap.
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Honors Social Studies Instructional Objectives
AP HUMAN GEOGRAPHY
Advanced Placement Human Geography serves as an introduction to the study of geography as a social
science by emphasizing the relevance of geographic concepts to human problems. This course approaches
geography as the science of location, with emphasis on spatial patterns of human activities. The concepts of
population, cultural patterns and processes, political organization of space, agriculture and rural land use,
industrialization and economic development, cities and urban land use form the core of this course.

AP WORLD HISTORY
The purpose of the AP World History course is to develop greater understanding of the evolution of global
processes and contacts in different types of human societies. This understanding is advanced through a
combination of selective factual knowledge and appropriate analytical skills. The course highlights the
nature of changes in global frameworks and their causes and consequences, as well as comparisons among
major societies. It emphasizes relevant factual knowledge, leading interpretive issues, and skills in
analyzing types of historical evidence. Periodization, explicitly discussed, forms an organizing principle to
address change and continuity throughout the course. Specific themes provide further organization to the
course, along with consistent attention to contacts among societies that form the core of world history as a
field of study.

AP US HISTORY
This course is designed to provide a college-level experience and preparation for the AP United States
History Exam. This course will focus on recurring themes throughout the 500-year scope of U.S. history –
from North America’s pre-Columbian beginnings to the present. These themes include but are not restricted
to: 1. American Diversity, 2. American Identity, 3. Culture, 4. Demographic Changes, 5. Economic
Transformations, 6. Environment, 7. Globalization, 8. Politics & Citizenship, 9.Reform, 10. Religion, 11.
Slavery & Its Legacies in North America and 12. War & Diplomacy. An emphasis is placed on interpreting
primary and secondary documents, mastering a significant body of factual information, and writing
insightful essays. Students will develop analytic ways of thinking, such as recognizing cause and effect,
drawing inferences, dealing with conflicting viewpoints, differentiating fact from opinion, and tracing the
evolution of themes throughout history.

HONORS WORLD HISTORY
This course includes, but is not limited to, an intensive and in-depth study of Western and Oriental
civilizations. The student acquires an understanding of the chronological development of civilization by
examining the political, economic, social, and cultural events that have affected humanity. Included with
this content is a study of the Holocaust and Black History. This highly demanding course has been
carefully planned and designed to allow the student the opportunity for growth in various
areas. The intellectual focus of this course is designed for the students to grow as human beings,
thinkers, writers, and contributors. Topics selected are planned to act as catalysts to the mind — global
awareness, multiculturalism, sociopolitical issues, anthropology, the humanities, and literature.
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HONORS US HISTORY
The purpose of this course is to enable students to understand the development of the United States within
the context of history with a major focus on the post-reconstruction period. Students will use knowledge
pertaining to history, geography, economics, political processes, religion, ethics, diverse cultures, and
humanities to solve problems in academic, civic, social, and employment settings. This course includes a
strong research component with many projects.

DUAL CREDIT HUMANITIES—HUM 2211/2235
HUM 2211 - Studies in Humanities: The Ancient World Through the Medieval Period
This course is an interdisciplinary humanities course with a multicultural and global perspective. Drawing
from the field of arts and letters, the course is a study of European culture from the prehistoric age through
the end of the medieval period, as well as the cultures of Asia, Africa and the contemporary Americas. This
course is termed a writing intensive course. If completed with a grade of “C” or better, this course serves to
demonstrate competence in written communications.

HUM 2235 – The Renaissance Through the Age of Reason
This course is an interdisciplinary humanities course with a multicultural and global perspective. Drawing
from the field of arts and letters, the course is a study of European culture from Renaissance through the
Enlightenment, as well as the cultures of Asia, Africa and the contemporary Americas. This course is
termed a writing intensive course. If completed with a grade of “C” or better, this course serves to
demonstrate competence in written communications.

HONORS AMERICAN GOVERNMENT
This course is offered for highly motivated students. Through lectures, critical thinking, and writing,
students will acquire a comprehensive understanding of the United States government. Curriculum will
focus on, but is not limited to, the Constitution, branches of government, political parties and beliefs, effects
of media, and civil rights. The intention is to cover all material to assist students in making informed
political decisions and to understand their role in the political process.

ADVANCED PLACEMENT GOVERNMENT
This academically challenging course is designed to help students gain and display an understanding of
American politics and the processes of government that help shape our public policies. Students learn
about the methods of studying political behavior and political institutions. The course is designed to teach
the Constitutional underpinnings of the government, political beliefs and behaviors, political parties,
interest groups, the congress, the presidency, the bureaucracy, the federal courts, public policy, civil rights,
and civil liberties.

HONORS ECONOMICS
This course is designed to inspire students to learn about the American economy and its function in the
modern global setting. Students will be challenged to look beyond the traditional textbook and focus their
attention on real economic systems. Special attention will be given to capitalism and its evolution, money
and the monetary system, savings and investment, U.S. fiscal policy, and the international trade.
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ADVANCED PLACEMENT ECONOMICS
The purpose of the AP course in macroeconomics is to give students a thorough understanding of the
principles of economics that apply to an economic system as a whole. Such a course places particular
emphasis on the study of national income and price-level determination, and also develops students’
familiarity with economic performance measures, the financial sector, stabilization policies, economic growth,
and international economics.
More information about the AP program can be found at
www.collegeboard.com/ap.

ADVANCED PLACEMENT PSYCHOLOGY
The AP Psychology course introduces students to the systematic and scientific study of human behavior and
mental processes. While considering the psychologists and studies that have shaped the field, students
explore and apply psychological theories, key concepts, and phenomena associated with such topics as the
biological bases of behavior, sensation and perception, learning and cognition, motivation, developmental
psychology, testing and individual differences, treatment of abnormal behavior, and social psychology.
Throughout the course, students employ psychological research methods, including ethical considerations, as
they use the scientific method, analyze bias, evaluate claims and evidence, and effectively communicate ideas.
More information about the AP program can be found at www.collegeboard.com/ap.

ADVANCED PLACEMENT CAPSTONE
AP Seminar is a foundational course that engages students in cross-curricular conversations exploring the
complexities of academic and real-world topics and themes by analyzing divergent perspectives. Using an
inquiry framework, students practice reading and analyzing articles; research studies; foundational, literary,
and philosophical texts; listening to and viewing speeches, broadcasts, and personal accounts; and
experiencing artistic works and performances. Students learn to synthesize information from multiple
sources, develop their own perspectives in research-based written essays, and design and deliver oral and
visual presentations, both individually and as part of a team. Ultimately, the course aims to give students
the power to analyze and evaluate information with accuracy and precision so that they can craft and
communicate evidence-based arguments. AP Seminar is a prerequisite for AP Research.
AP Research is the second course in the AP Capstone experience, AP Research allows students to deeply
explore an academic topic, problem, or issue of individual interest. Through this exploration, students
design, plan, and conduct a year-long, research-based investigation to address a research question. In AP
Research, students further develop the skills they acquired in AP Seminar by understanding research
methods; employing ethical research practices; and accessing, analyzing, and synthesizing information as
they address a research question. AP Seminar is a prerequisite for AP Research.

ADVANCED PLACEMENT EUROPEAN HISTORY
AP European History focuses on developing students’ abilities to think conceptually about European
history from approximately 1450 to the present and apply historical thinking skills as they learn about the
past. Five themes of equal importance — interaction of Europe and the world, poverty and prosperity,
objective knowledge and subjective visions, states and other institutions of power, and individual and
society — provide areas of historical inquiry for investigation throughout the course. These require students
to reason historically about continuity and change over time and make comparisons among various
historical developments in different times and places.
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SOCIAL STUDIES
The goal of the social studies department is to prepare students to become humane, rational, participating citizens in a
world that is becoming increasingly interdependent. Students of today live in a world of complex, pressing global and
domestic problems. Americans need competence in making decisions based upon an understanding of our heritage, a
commitment to democratic values, and a responsibility to self, society, and the world. Social studies has, as its primary
responsibility, the goal for developing decision-making competence and for promoting understanding of how
individuals, groups, governments, and economic systems relate to each other.
2103400
AP HUMAN GEOGRAPHY
Prerequisite: See Honors Criteria

Grade 9

1 credit

Advanced Placement Human Geography serves as an introduction to the study of geography as a social science by
emphasizing the relevance of geographic concepts to human problems. This course approaches geography as the science
of location, with emphasis on spatial patterns of human activities. The concepts of population, cultural patterns and
processes, political organization of space, agriculture and rural land use, industrialization and economic development,
cities and urban land use form the core of this course. Students are expected to sit for the AP exam in May. More
information about the AP program can be found at www.collegeboard.com/ap.
2100370

EAST/WEST HERITAGE

Grade 9

1 credit

2100460

EAST/WEST HERITAGE HONORS

Grade 9

1 credit

The purpose of this course is to enable students to understand the development of the world community within the
context of history by examining connections to the past to prepare for the future as participating members of a global
society. Students will use knowledge pertaining to history, geography, economics, political processes, religion, ethics,
diverse cultures, and humanities to solve problems in academic, civic, social, and employment settings.
2109310

WORLD HISTORY

Grade 10

1 credit

Specific content to be covered will include: an understanding of geographic -historic and time -space
relationships; the use of the arbitrary perio dization in history; a review of prehistory, the rise of
civilization and cultural universal; the development of religion and the impact of religious thought; the
evolution of political systems and philosophies; the interaction of science and society; the development
of nationalism as a global phenomenon, the origin and c ourse of economic systems and philosophies,
the influence of major historical figures and events; and contemporary world affairs.
2109320
Prerequisites:

WORLD HISTORY HONORS
See Honors Criteria

Grade 10

1 credit

This course includes, but is not limited to, an intensive and in-depth study of Western and Oriental civilizations. The
student acquires an understanding of the chronological development of civilization by examining the political,
economic, social, and cultural events that have affected humanity. Included with this content is a study of the
Holocaust and Black History. This highly demanding course has been carefully planned and designed to
allow the student the opportuni ty for growth in various areas. The intellectual focus of this course is
designed for the students to grow as human beings, thinkers, writers, and contributors. Topics selected are planned to
act as catalysts to the mind — global awareness, multiculturalism, sociopolitical issues, anthropology, the humanities,
and literature.
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2109420
AP WORLD HISTORY
Prerequisite: See Honors Criteria

Grade 10

1 credit

The purpose of the AP World History course is to develop greater understanding of the evolution of global processes
and contacts in different types of human societies. This understanding is advanced through a combination of selective
factual knowledge and appropriate analytical skills. The course highlights the nature of changes in global frameworks
and their causes and consequences, as well as comparisons among major societies. It emphasizes relevant factual
knowledge, leading interpretive issues, and skills in analyzing types of historical evidence. Periodization, explicitly
discussed, forms an organizing principle to address change and continuity throughout the course. Specific themes
provide further organization to the course, along with consistent attention to contacts among societies that form the core
of world history as a field of study. Students are expected to sit for the AP exam in May. More information about the
AP program can be found at www.collegeboard.com/ap.
2100310
UNITED STATES HISTORY
Grade 11
1 credit
Students are required to sit for the state mandated, End-of-Course exam (EOC) for US History. U.S. History EOC exam will be
calculated at 30% of the student’s semester 2 final grade.
Specific content will include, but will not be limited to, an understa nding of the impact of geography
upon the nation’s past, the Colonial Era, the formation of the Republic, Slavery and Civil War, the
rise of big business, the Age of Imperialism, Boom and Bust, American Foreign Policy, the Sixties, and
the impact of the re cent past upon the United States today.
2100320
UNITED STATES HISTORY HONORS
Grade 11
1 credit
Students are required to sit for the state mandated, End-of-Course exam (EOC) for US History. U.S. History EOC exam will be
calculated at 30% of the student’s semester 2 final grade.
The purpose of this course is to enable students to understand the development of the United States within the context
of history with a major focus on the post-reconstruction period. Students will use knowledge pertaining to history,
geography, economics, political processes, religion, ethics, diverse cultures, and humanities to solve problems in
academic, civic, social, and employment settings. This course includes a strong research component with many
projects.
2100330
ADVANCED PLACEMENT U.S. HISTORY
Grade 11
1 credit
Prerequisites: See Honors Criteria. Students are required to sit for the state mandated, End-of-Course exam (EOC) for US History.
This course is designed to provide a college-level experience and preparation for the AP United States History Exam.
This course will focus on recurring themes throughout the 500-year scope of U.S. history – from North America’s preColumbian beginnings to the present. These themes include but are not restricted to: 1. American Diversity, 2. American
Identity, 3. Culture, 4. Demographic Changes, 5. Economic Transformations, 6. Environment, 7. Globalization, 8. Politics
& Citizenship, 9.Reform, 10. Religion, 11. Slavery & Its Legacies in North America and 12. War & Diplomacy. An
emphasis is placed on interpreting primary and secondary documents, mastering a significant body of factual
information, and writing insightful essays. Students will develop analytic ways of thinking, such as recognizing cause
and effect, drawing inferences, dealing with conflicting viewpoints, differentiating fact from opinion, and tracing the
evolution of themes throughout history. Students are expected to sit for the AP exam in May. More information about
the AP program can be found at www.collegeboard.com/ap.
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2109380
AP EUROPEAN HISTORY
Prerequisite: See Honors Criteria

Grade 11 or 12

1 Credit

AP European History focuses on developing students’ abilities to think conceptually about European history from
approximately 1450 to the present and apply historical thinking skills as they learn about the past. Five themes of equal
importance — interaction of Europe and the world, poverty and prosperity, objective knowledge and subjective
visions, states and other institutions of power, and individual and society — provide areas of historical inquiry for
investigation throughout the course. These require students to reason historically about continuity and change over
time and make comparisons among various historical developments in different times and places.
1700500
AP CAPSTONE SEMINAR
Prerequisite: See Honors Criteria

Grade 11 or 12

1 Credit

AP Seminar is a foundational course that engages students in cross-curricular conversations exploring the complexities
of academic and real-world topics and themes by analyzing divergent perspectives. Using an inquiry framework,
students practice reading and analyzing articles; research studies; foundational, literary, and philosophical texts;
listening to and viewing speeches, broadcasts, and personal accounts; and experiencing artistic works and
performances. Students learn to synthesize information from multiple sources, develop their own perspectives in
research-based written essays, and design and deliver oral and visual presentations, both individually and as part of a
team. Ultimately, the course aims to give students the power to analyze and evaluate information with accuracy and
precision so that they can craft and communicate evidence-based arguments. AP Seminar is a prerequisite for AP
Research.
1700500
AP CAPSTONE RESEARCH
Prerequisite: AP Capstone Seminar

Grade 12

1 Credit

AP Research is the second course in the AP Capstone experience, AP Research allows students to deeply
explore an academic topic, problem, or issue of individual interest. Through this exploration, students
design, plan, and conduct a year-long, research-based investigation to address a research question. In AP
Research, students further develop the skills they acquired in AP Seminar by understanding research
methods; employing ethical research practices; and accessing, analyzing, and synthesizing information as
they address a research question. AP Seminar is a prerequisite for AP Research.
2106310

AMERICAN GOVERNMENT

Grade 12

1/2 credit

American Government provides an overview of the American governmental system. Students will
study historical and current theories, purposes, and responsibilities of government. Students examine
the rights of American citizens and the judicial interpretat ions of them. Each branch of government -legislative, judicial, and executive -- will be analyzed in terms of their constitutional roles and the
interactions among them. Students will also examine outside factors that affect elections and
governmental decision-making, including political parties, interest groups, and the media. Emphasis
is placed upon critical analysis of the operation of government and applications to events in today's
world. Students are challenged to determine their own roles as c itizens in the political process.
2106320
Prerequisite:

AMERICAN GOVERNMENT HONORS
See Honors Criteria

Grade 12

1/2 credit

This course is offered for highly motivated students. Through lectures, critical thinking, and writing, students will
acquire a comprehensive understanding of the United States government. Curriculum will focus on, but is not limited
to, the Constitution, branches of government, political parties and beliefs, effects of media, and civil rights. The
intention is to cover all material to assist students in making informed political decisions and to understand their role
in the political process.
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2106420
Prerequisite:

ADVANCED PLACEMENT AMERICAN GOVERNMENT
See Honors Criteria

Grade 12

1/2 credit

This academically challenging course is designed to help students gain and display an understanding of American
politics and the processes of government that help shape our public policies. Students learn about the methods of
studying political behavior and political institutions. The course is designed to teach the Constitutional underpinnings
of the government, political beliefs and behaviors, political parties, interest groups, the congress, the presidency, the
bureaucracy, the federal courts, public policy, civil rights, and civil liberties. Students are expected to sit for the AP
exam in May. More information about the AP program can be found at www.collegeboard.com/ap
2102335
ECONOMICS with FINANCIAL LITERACY
Grade 12
1/2 credit
Meets the requirements of SB 1076: Financial literacy includes the knowledge, understanding, skills, behaviors,
attitudes, and values that will enable a student to make responsible and effective financial decisions on a daily
basis. This course includes information regarding earning income, buying goods and services, saving and
financial investing, taxes, the use o f credit and credit cards, budgeting and debt management, student loans and
secured loans, banking, planning for one’s financial future, credit reports and scores, and fraud and identify
theft prevention.
In Economics, students not only learn about the eco nomy as a whole, but gain an appreciation for the cause and
effect relationships that influence economic choices for households, firms, and government. The major topics
include: (1) the relationship between the problem of scarcity and the function of the free market system; (2) the
impact of supply and demand on the markets for goods and services; (3) the unique characteristics of the market
system and their application to the United States economy; (4) business -type, organization, productivity, and
investment; (5) the complex market structures in which goods and services are bought and sold; (6) the United
States banking system; (7) the role of government in the economy; (8) economic cycles, phases, and their causes;
(9) international economics such as for eign trade, foreign aid, and economic systems.

2102345
ECONOMICS with FINANCIAL LITERACY HONORS
Grade 12
1/2 credit
Prerequisite: See Honors Criteria
Meets the requirements of SB 1076: Financial literacy includes the knowledge, understanding, skills , behaviors,
attitudes, and values that will enable a student to make responsible and effective financial decisions on a daily
basis. This course includes information regarding earning income, buying goods and services, saving and
financial investing, tax es, the use of credit and credit cards, budgeting and debt management, student loans and
secured loans, banking, planning for one’s financial future, credit reports and scores, and fraud and identify
theft prevention.
The Honors economics course is designed to inspire students to learn about the American economy and its function in
the modern global setting. Students will be challenged to look beyond the traditional textbook and focus their
attention on real economic systems. Special attention will be given to capitalism and its evolution, money and the
monetary system, savings and investment, U.S. fiscal (spending) policy, and the international trade. This class is used
as a prerequisite to AP Macro-Economics
2102370
ADVANCED PLACEMENT MACRO-ECONOMICS
Prerequisites: See Honors Criteria. ECONOMICS with FINANCIAL LITERACY HONORS

Grade 12

1/2 credit

The purpose of the AP course in macroeconomics is to give students a thorough understanding of the principles of
economics that apply to an economic system as a whole. Such a course places particular emphasis on the study of
national income and price-level determination, and also develops students’ familiarity with economic performance
measures, the financial sector, stabilization policies, economic growth, and international economics. Students are
expected to sit for the AP exam in May.
More information about the AP program can be found at
www.collegeboard.com/ap.
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2106350
2106390
Prerequisite:

LAW STUDIES
and
COURT PROCEDURES
A grade of “C” or higher in English is recommended.

Grades 10 - 12

1/2 credit
1/2 credit

The purpose of Law Studies is to provide students the opportunity to acquire an understanding of the American Legal
process. Emphasis will be placed on reading and writing about important legal issues in large and small group
discussions and mock trials. Guest speakers and field trips are an integral part of the course. Major topics include: the
function of law in a democratic society; the sources of law in the United States; laws in our federal system, a delicate
balance; judicial structure and procedures in the United States and Florida court system; conflicts between the individual
rights and the public welfare under the Bill of Rights; criminal law in the United States, crime and its causes and issues
related to it; juvenile law, its purpose, the court system, and important related issues; torts and important areas in civil
law.
In Court Procedures, students will explore the judiciary system of the United States and Florida specifically. The content
will include: the structure, processes, and procedures of county, circuit, appeals, and civil courts; specific crimes and
legal issues; juvenile law; the rights of the arrested; courtroom procedure and efficiency; comparative legal systems; and
career choices in the American judicial system. During this semester, students will be involved in mock trials. Students
exploring the possibility of a ca reer in law, law enforcement, politics, social services, or business should consider
taking these two law courses.
2107300
2108300
Prerequisite:

PSYCHOLOGY
and
SOCIOLOGY
A grade of “C” or higher in English is recommended.

Grades 10 - 12

1/2 credit
1/2 credit

In Psychology, students will explore the theories and methods of study employed by psychologists; human growth and
development; self-concept development; adjustment, motivation, and desire; intelligence, conditioning and learning
memory; personality and behavior; emotion and frustration; abnormal behavior, conformity, autonomy, alienation,
stress, mental health, and therapy.
In Sociology, content will include: understanding the methods of study employed by sociologists; social institutions and
norms; social classes; relationships between the sexes, racial, and ethnic groups, as well as the handicapped; group
behavior; the socialization process (including the transmission of group behavior); social deviation; social conflict; social
roles; social stratification; social participation; and the role of social organizations and institutions, including their
interrelationships and interdependence. A major emphasis will be placed on examining current social issues facing
students and adult citizens.
2107350
Prerequisite:

ADVANCED PLACEMENT PSYCHOLOGY
See Honors Criteria

Grade 11-12

1 credit

The AP Psychology course introduces students to the systematic and scientific study of human behavior and mental
processes. While considering the psychologists and studies that have shaped the field, students explore and apply
psychological theories, key concepts, and phenomena associated with such topics as the biological bases of behavior,
sensation and perception, learning and cognition, motivation, developmental psychology, testing and individual
differences, treatment of abnormal behavior, and social psychology. Throughout the course, students employ
psychological research methods, including ethical considerations, as they use the scientific method, analyze bias,
evaluate claims and evidence, and effectively communicate ideas. Students are expected to sit for the AP exam in May.
More information about the AP program can be found at www.collegeboard.com/ap.
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2106440
INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS I
Grades 10-12
1 credit
Prerequisite: Teacher recommendation
The primary content emphasis for this course pertains to the study of the functions of the global community, the nature
of the modern national state, national goals, and how nations communicate and negotiate to facilitate these goals.
2106445
INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS II
Grades 10-12
1 credit
Prerequisite: Teacher recommendation
The primary content emphasis for this course pertains to the analysis of major approaches to the study of international
relations with particular emphasis on key concepts such as balance of power, collective agreement, and sovereignty and
the application of these concepts to major issues of international society, economics, and diplomacy.
2400300
LEADERSHIP SKILLS DEVELOPMENT
Grades 10-12
1 credit
The purpose of this course is to teach leadership skills, parliamentary procedure, problem solving, decision making,
communication skills, group dynamics, time and stress management, public speaking, human relations, public
relations, team building, and other group processes.
2106330
CIVICS
Grades 10-12
1 credit
Prerequisite: Teacher recommendation
In Civics, students learn to perform effectively as informed citizens of their community, the state of Florida, and the
United States by acquiring knowledge and skills necessary for active participation in a dynamic, pluralistic and
democratic society. The content will include, but not be limited to American constitutional government—free
enterprise system, structure and functions of local, state and national governments within constitutional and economic
frameworks—selected content from law-focused topics, consumer and career education, and political and economic
decision-making issues, rights and responsibilities of citizenship, importance of political participation, and the role of
women and divers cultural groups.

HUM 2211

Studies in Humanities: The Ancient World through the Medieval Period
Grade 11-12 (1st semester)
1/2 credit
Prerequisite:
See Honors Criteria. Required GPA of 3.0 and scores of ACT 19/R & 17/E; SAT 440; PERT 106/R & 103/W
This course is an interdisciplinary humanities course with a multicultural and global perspective. Drawing from the
field of arts and letters, the course is a study of European culture from the prehistoric age through the end of the
medieval period, as well as the cultures of Asia, Africa and the contemporary Americas. This course is termed a
writing intensive course. If completed with a grade of “C” or better, this course serves to demonstrate competence in
written communications.
HUM 2235
The Renaissance Through the Age of Reason
Grade 11-12 (2nd semester)
1/2 credit
Prerequisite:
See Honors Criteria. Required GPA of 3.0 and scores of ACT 19/R & 17/E; SAT 440; PERT 106/R & 103/W
This course is an interdisciplinary humanities course with a multicultural and global perspective. Drawing from the
field of arts and letters, the course is a study of European culture from Renaissance through the Enlightenment, as well
as the cultures of Asia, Africa and the contemporary Americas. This course is termed a writing intensive course. If
completed with a grade of “C” or better, this course serves to demonstrate competence in written communications.
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ADVANCED PLACEMENT & DUAL ENROLLMENT ELECTIVES
DUAL CREDIT HUMANITIES—HUM 2211/2235
HUM 2211 - Studies in Humanities: The Ancient World Through the Medieval Period
This course is an interdisciplinary humanities course with a multicultural and global perspective.
Drawing from the field of arts and letters, the course is a study of European culture from the
prehistoric age through the end of the medieval period, as well as the cultures of Asia, Africa and
the contemporary Americas. This course is termed a writing intensive course. If completed with a
grade of “C” or better, this course serves to demonstrate competence in written communications.
HUM 2235 – The Renaissance Through Age of Reason
This is a course is an interdisciplinary humanities course with a multicultural and global
perspective. Drawing from the field of arts and letters, the course is a study of European culture
from Renaissance through the Enlightenment, as well as the cultures of Asia, Africa and the
contemporary Americas. This course is termed a writing intensive course. If completed with a
grade of “C” or better, this course serves to demonstrate competence in written communications.
DUAL CREDIT MUSIC—MUL 1110/MUH 2018
MUL 1110 - Music History and Appreciation-AA
This course covers the materials, literature and practices of music, and consideration of its aesthetic
purposes and social function. Development of listening skills and criteria of judgment is also
presented.
MUH 2018 - Jazz History and Appreciation-AA
This course introduces jazz styles from a historical perspective. Lectures highlight the general
characteristics of various jazz styles and artists, and focus on listening skills which aid in an
appreciation of jazz.
ADVANCED PLACEMENT STUDIO ART DRAWING AND
ADVANCED PLACEMENT STUDIO ART 2-D:
The AP Studio Art portfolios are designed for students who are seriously interested in the practical
experience of art. AP Studio Art is not based on a written exam; instead, students submit portfolios
for evaluation at the end of the school year.
The portfolios share a basic, three-section structure, which requires the student to show a
fundamental competence and range of understanding in visual concerns (and methods). Each of
the portfolios asks the student to demonstrate a depth of investigation and process of discovery
through the Concentration section (Section II). In the Breadth section (Section III), the student is
asked to demonstrate a serious grounding
in visual principles and material techniques. The Quality section (Section I) permits the student to
select the works that best exhibit a synthesis of form, technique, and content.
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ADVANCED PLACEMENT SPANISH LANGUAGE & CULTURE
The AP Spanish Language and Culture course has been designed to provide advanced high school
students with a rich and rigorous opportunity to study the language and culture of the Spanish
speaking world that is approximately equivalent to an upper-intermediate college or university
Spanish course. It is expected that this course will be offered as the first step in the study of collegelevel Spanish after approximately three to five years of language study for classroom learners.
The AP Spanish Language and Culture course takes a holistic approach to language proficiency
and recognizes the complexity of comprehension, vocabulary usage, language control,
communication strategies, and cultural awareness.
ADVANCED PLACEMENT PSYCHOLOGY
The AP Psychology course introduces students to the systematic and scientific study of human
behavior and mental processes. While considering the psychologists and studies that have shaped
the field, students explore and apply psychological theories, key concepts, and phenomena
associated with such topics as the biological bases of behavior, sensation and perception, learning
and cognition, motivation, developmental psychology, testing and individual differences, treatment
of abnormal behavior, and social psychology. Throughout the course, students employ psychological
research methods, including ethical considerations, as they use the scientific method, analyze bias,
evaluate claims and evidence, and effectively communicate ideas.
ADVANCED PLACEMENT COMPUTER SCIENCE
The AP Computer Science A course is equivalent to a first-semester, college-level course in
computer science. The course introduces students to computer science with fundamental topics
that include problem solving, design strategies and methodologies, organization of data (data
structures), approaches to processing data (algorithms), analysis of potential solutions, and the
ethical and social implications of computing. The course emphasizes object-oriented and
imperative problem solving and design using the Java language. These techniques represent
proven approaches for developing solutions that can scale up from small, simple problems to large,
complex problems. The AP Computer Science A course curriculum is compatible with many CS1
courses in colleges and universities.
ADVANCED PLACEMENT CAPSTONE
AP Seminar is a foundational course that engages students in cross-curricular conversations
exploring the complexities of academic and real-world topics and themes by analyzing divergent
perspectives. Using an inquiry framework, students practice reading and analyzing articles;
research studies; foundational, literary, and philosophical texts; listening to and viewing speeches,
broadcasts, and personal accounts; and experiencing artistic works and performances. Students
learn to synthesize information from multiple sources, develop their own perspectives in researchbased written essays, and design and deliver oral and visual presentations, both individually and
as part of a team. Ultimately, the course aims to give students the power to analyze and evaluate
information with accuracy and precision so that they can craft and communicate evidence-based
arguments. AP Seminar is a prerequisite for AP Research.
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AP Research is the second course in the AP Capstone experience, AP Research allows students to
deeply explore an academic topic, problem, or issue of individual interest. Through this
exploration, students design, plan, and conduct a year-long, research-based investigation to
address a research question. In AP Research, students further develop the skills they acquired
in AP Seminar by understanding research methods; employing ethical research practices; and
accessing, analyzing, and synthesizing information as they address a research question. AP
Seminar is a prerequisite for AP Research.
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READING
1000410

INTENSIVE READING

Grades 9-12

1 credit

Due to the rapidly accelerating challenges of modern society, there is a definite need to improve adolescent literary.
According to Reading Next – A Vision for Action and research in Middle and High School literacy (2004), “Concurrent with
this range of literacy needs, many schools are not engaging students. In addition, students are less motivated to read in
later grades… a lack of incentive and engagement also explains why even skilled readers and writers do not progress in
reading and academic achievement in middle and high schools. The proportion of students who are not engaged or
motivated by their school experiences grows at every grade level and reaches epidemic proportions in highs school (9).”
In response, Port Charlotte High School’s Reading Department is committed to meeting the needs of struggling readers.
As such, the following 10 elements are at the core of Port Charlotte High School’s Intensive Reading curricular and
instruction models:
1.

Direct, explicit instruction: Instruction in the strategies and process that proficient readers use to understand what they
read, to n clued but not limited to Robert Marzano’s “Classroom Instruction that Works” (2005) targeted instructional
strategies:











Identifying similarities and differences
Summarizing and note taking
Reinforcing effort and providing recognition
Homework and practice
Nonlinguistic representations
Cooperative leaning
Setting objectives and providing feedback
Generating and testing hypotheses
Cues, questions, an advance organizers

2.

Metacognition: Keeping track of one’s own understanding through fix-up strategies and other reader-awareness skills.

3.

National Reading Panel Research: Instruction based on the five core components of Comprehension, Fluency,
Vocabulary, Phonics & Phonemic Awareness.

4.

Motivation and Self-Directed Learning: Students will build their motivation to read and learn with the instruction and
supports needed for independent learning tasks they will face after graduation. For the purpose of building intrinsic
motivation, reading classrooms are transitioning to become more print-rich environments that include classroom
libraries as well as other language displays intended to scaffold student learning. Student choice is pat of PCHS’
independent reading program.

5.

Text-Based Collaborative Learning: Students will engage in interactive learning opportunities as they work with peers
and teacher around a variety of texts.

6.

Immediate and Intensive “Individualized” Instruction (Strategic Tutoring & Differentiated Instruction): Teachers
will provide students with intense reading, writing, and language arts content instruction as needed and as determined
by progress monitoring assessment tools.

7.

Diverse Text/Depth of Knowledge: Students will work with a variety of text to include informational (non-fiction) and
literary (fiction) samples.
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8.

Technology: Students will be provided with individualized technology that offers relevant text to increase reading
comprehension, vocabulary instruction, written responses, and fluency practices.

9.

FSA ELA & WRITING COMPONENT: Students enrolled in Intensive Reading classes at PCHS will receive explicit
and direct instruction on the Florida Standards Assessment English Language Arts and Writing Component. Test-taking
strategies will be enforced such as thinking aloud, highlighting, question,/answer relationships, question stem analysis,
multiple choice distracter analysis, short and extended response formatting, and timed testing skills. In addition,
reading teachers will monitor student gains in FSA ELA testing skills through the development of FSA ELA-like
assessments (teacher-made) and progress monitoring district directives. In addition, a concentration on argumentative
and informative writing will be emphasized throughout the course.

10. Teacher Modeling: Teachers will model good reading skills by reading texts aloud and making their own use of
strategies and practices apparent to students. Teachers will expect these skills in return from their students. As such,
students will be required to read aloud and think aloud to the teacher and to peers. Whole-group direct, explicit, teachermodeled initial instruction lessons will be followed by small group, immediate intensive instruction with teacher
guidance.
11. Students enrolled in Intensive Reading are required to participate in USA Test Prep and/or FAIR progress monitoring
testing.
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WORLD LANGUAGES

The goal of the World Languages program is to provide educational benefits that complement the student's basic
educational experience, through instruction aimed at the acquisition of the target language and integration of
the culture represented by that la nguage. In this program, students are taught listening and speaking skills
commensurate with their level of experience in the language, as well as reading and writing skills. By studying
a second language, students are able to improve their understanding and control of their native language.
Students are encouraged to develop an appreciation and understanding of the historical and cultural values of
the people who speak the target language, including the comparison and contrast of that culture with that of the
United States. All world languages classes at Level III and above are weighted at 1.0 additional grade point
value. This is to encourage all students who have successfully completed Levels I and II to continue language
study in order to achieve pr oficiency in that language.

Note: Two years of a single foreign language are a requirement for Bright Future
Scholarships and scholar designation on the standard diploma.
0701320
Recommended:

FRENCH I
FCAT Reading score of 3 or higher.

Grades 9 - 12

1 credit

Taking into account the latest research on second language learning, a function-driven approach will be used, meaning
that units of study are organized around different, useful communicative functions that students will practice with each
other in class, as preparation for being able to carry out these functions in the real world. Grammar will be taught as it
relates to function, laying the foundation for proficiency in the language. All four language skills - listening, speaking,
reading, and writing - are interwoven throughout the program, in addition to multi-cultural awareness. Oral
communication will be emphasized, with special attention given to pronunciation.
0701330
Prerequisite:

FRENCH II

Grades 10 - 12

1 credit

French I

The content will include, but will not be limited to, an expansion of the listening and oral skills previously acquired.
Reading and writing should receive more emphasis, while oral communication remains the primary objective. At this
level, cultural experiences take place often.
0701340
Prerequisite:

FRENCH III
A grade of “C” or higher in French II.

Grades 11 - 12

1 credit

Students will continue their training in linguistic skills. Introduction to contemporary French life, culture, history,
development of writing skills, reading of literary works, vocabulary, daily conversation, and grammar are provided in
this class. Emphasis is on speaking French in class. Oral and written reports are frequent.
0701350
Prerequisite:

FRENCH IV
Grade 12
A grade of “C” or higher in French III or instructor’s permission.

1 credit

The content will include, but will not be limited to, more advanced language structures and idiomatic expressions, with
emphasis on conversational skills. Expected is additional growth in vocabulary for practical purposes, including writing.
Reading selections will be varied, and will include history and literature. Students will be introduced to the literary
works of such authors as Hugo, Moliére, and LaFontaine. Frequent oral and written reports will be required.
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0708340
Recommended:

SPANISH I
FCAT Reading score of 3 or higher.

Grades 9 - 12

1 credit

This course features Realidades 1, a standards-based Spanish curriculum that offers real language, real activities and real
culture, and excellent technological support. Students have access to an online textbook, practice activities, and self-tests
in addition to the usual textbook, and may download vocabulary and chapter reviews to their computer or MP3 players
for additional practice. Realia, art, photos, games, rhymes and songs are integrated throughout the course, and
communication in Spanish is the goal!
0708350
Prerequisite: Spanish I

SPANISH II

Grades 9 - 12

1 credit

In Spanish II, featuring Realidades 2, students further develop their ability to express themselves and communicate in
Spanish, building upon the skills acquired in Spanish I. As in Realidades 1, students have access to an online textbook,
practice activities, and self-tests in addition to the usual textbook, and may download vocabulary and chapter reviews
to their computer or MP3 players for additional practice. Realia, art, photos, games, rhymes and songs are integrated
throughout the course, and communication in Spanish is still the goal!
0708360
Prerequisite:

SPANISH III
A grade of “C” or higher in Spanish II.

Grades 10 - 12

1 credit

In Spanish III, featuring Realidades 2 and 3, students are now able to understand and use Spanish in a variety of contexts.
They create and perform original skits using an iPad, play games in Spanish, watch and discuss a Spanish soap opera,
study Spanish films, magazines and media, explore the foods and culture of Spain and Latin America, and continue to
develop their communicative skills in Spanish.
0708370
Prerequisite:

SPANISH IV
Grades 11 - 12
A grade of “C” or higher in Spanish III or instructor’s permission.

1 credit

In Spanish IV, featuring Realidades 3 and 4, students learn and practice the appropriate ways to interact socially in a
variety of cultural situations, play advanced communication games, watch and critique films and soap operas in Spanish,
and explore the online newspapers of Spain and other Latin American countries on the Internet. Hispanic culture and
folklore are intertwined throughout the literature and films and form an integral part of the course.
0708380
SPANISH V
Grades 11-12
Prerequisite: A grade of “C” or higher in Spanish IV, or instructor’s permission.

1 credit

Please see the Spanish IV course description above. This is a combined class in which during the second semester upper
level students practice for the AP Language and Culture exam. These practices will provide advanced students with a
rich and rigorous opportunity to study the language and culture of the Spanish speaking world.
0708400
AP SPANISH LANGUAGE AND CULTURE
Prerequisite: A grade of “C” or higher in Spanish II, or instructor’s permission.

Grades 10-12

1 credit

The AP Spanish Language and Culture course has been designed to provide advanced high school students with a rich
and
rigorous opportunity to study the language and culture of the Spanish speaking world that is approximately
equivalent to an upper-intermediate college or university Spanish course. It is expected that this course will be offered
as the first step in the study of college-level Spanish after approximately three to five years of language study for
classroom learners.
The AP Spanish Language and Culture course takes a holistic approach to language proficiency and recognizes the
complexity of comprehension, vocabulary usage, language control, communication strategies, and cultural awareness.
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION/HEALTH
1501410
POWER WEIGHT TRAINING I
Will meet Florida Academic Scholars requirements for Physical Education.

Grades 9-12

1 credit

This course is designed to introduce the advanced weightlifter to the sport and training aspects surrounding Power
Lifting. Emphasis will be placed on exercise technique, individual workout design, nutrition, and conditioning. This is
for serious athletes only. Students must be in a varsity sport to be placed in this class.
1501390
COMP FITNESS I
Will meet Florida Academic Scholars requirements for Physical Education.










Grades 9-12

1 credit

The content of this course includes the following:
Select and perform complex movements using a variety of equipment which lead to improved or maintained
muscular strength and endurance
Perform a student-designed cardiorespiratory enhancing workout
Utilize technology to asses, enhance, and maintain health and skill related fitness levels
Select and apply sport/activity warm-ups and cool-down techniques
Practice complex motor activities in order to improve performance
Select proper equipment and apply all appropriate safety procedures necessary for participation
Apply strategies for self- improvement based on individual strengths and needs
Participate in a variety of activities that promote the health related components of fitness
Identify strategies for setting goals when developing, designing, and evaluation a personal fitness program

1506320

HEALTH OCCUPATIONS THROUGH PHYSICAL EDUCATION (HOPE)

Grades 9-12

1 credit

The purpose of this course is to develop and enhance healthy behaviors that influence lifestyle choices and student
health and fitness. The content will include, but not be limited to, fitness and health concepts, risk and benefits of
varying fitness levels, biomechanical and physiological principles, development of an individual wellness plan,
responsible decision making, development of an individual nutrition plan, completion of a behavior change project,
safety and injury prevention, safety education practices, analyzing consumer information and community resources,
mental and emotional health, stress management, disease prevention and control, tobacco, alcohol, and other drug use
and abuse, teen pregnancy prevention, and advocating for health and fitness promotion.
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NJROTC
NAVAL JUNIOR RESERVE OFFICERS TRAINNG CORPS
The purpose of the Junior Reserve Officers Training Corps is to introduce students to the precepts of good citizenship,
elements of leadership and the military life, and the value of scholarship in attaining life goals. NJROTC seeks to
engender a sound appreciation for the heritage and tradition of America. The program is a cooperative effort between
the United States Navy and Port Charlotte High School to offer students opportunities for growth and character-building
activities.
To receive full school and military credit students who sign up for NJROTC must successfully complete one year in the
program. Requirements of the program include the proper wearing of the uniform, close order drills, physical training,
formal personnel inspections, and service to the school, as well as the classroom and practical work which is described
below.
1802300
NAVAL SCIENCE I
Grades 9 - 12
1 credit
May be taken in lieu of Intro to Social Sciences.
This course introduces the goals and benefits of the NJROTC program. Students learn the nature of leadership and
command, duty and accountability, as well as their rights and responsibilities as citizens in our form of government. The
role of military forces in national defense and the mission of the Navy in maintaining freedom are explained. Practical
instruction in FIRSTAID, military drill and ceremony, and the nature of Navy ships and aircraft are also included.
1802310
NAVAL SCIENCE II
Grades 9 - 12
1 credit
Prerequisite: A grade of "C" or higher in Naval Science I.
This course continues to emphasize the importance of leadership in practical experience. It also covers the history of sea
power from ancient times through the discovery of America, important maritime events of the American Revolution and
Civil War, as well as the Navy’s world-changing role in the wars and peacekeeping of the 20th Century. Oceanography,
meteorology, astronomy and other physical sciences are also surveyed.
1802320
NAVAL SCIENCE III
Grades 9 - 12
1 credit
Prerequisite: A grade of "C" or higher in Naval Science II.
Students in this course further develop their leadership skills while they learn about naval operations, navigation,
communications, intelligence and national security policy. Military justice is also reviewed.
1802330
NAVAL SCIENCE IV
Grades 9 - 12
1 credit
Prerequisite: A grade of "C" or higher in Naval Science III.
The purpose of this course is to broaden knowledge of command responsibilities and to learn how to coordinate the
operations of the NJROTC unit, including drill instruction, physical training, personnel inspections and parade review.
Introduction to personal and professional ethics is also a focus.
1801310, 1801320, 1801330

LEADERSHIP EDUCATION & TRAINING I, II & III Grades 10 - 12 1 credit

Prerequisite:
Teacher approval
Students must be concurrently enrolled in Naval Science 1, 2, 3 or 4
This course will develop students' organizational and leadership skills, practical business math abilities, time and stress
management, public relations, team building, self-understanding, and self-development. Students will develop skills in
problem-solving decision-making, communication, group dynamics, public speaking, and human relations. Majority of
grade involves participation in after school practices and out of school precision drill competitions at universities, military bases and
other high schools.
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PERFORMING FINE ARTS
0108310 - 0108340
CREATIVE PHOTOGRAPHY I -IV
Will meet graduation requirement for Performing Fine Arts

Grades 9-12

1 credit

The purpose of this course is to enable students to develop an understanding of photographic imagery by
demonstrating proficiency in photographic techniques and process. Both digital and traditional black and white
darkroom skills are taught. Students are not required to own a camera for this course, but it is strongly recommended.
0109350
AP STUDIO ART: TWO DIMENSIONAL DESIGN PORTFOLIO
Grade 12
1 credit
Prerequisite: 2-D Studio Art 1 & 2, or Creative Photography 1 & 2, and 2-D Studio Art 3 honors. Instructor recommendation
required. Will meet graduation requirements for Performing Fine Arts
This Advanced Placement course is intended to address a very broad interpretation of two-dimensional
(2-D)
design issues. This type of design involves purposeful decision-making about how to use the elements and principles of
art in an integrative way. It is for the advanced student who wishes to seek AP credit through submitting a portfolio of
work for consideration by the College Board. All students are expected to sit for the AP exam in May. More information
about the AP program can be found at www.collegeboard.com/ap.
0104300
AP STUDIO ART: DRAWING
Grade 12
1 credit
Prerequisite: 2-D Studio Art 1 & 2, or Creative Photography 1 & 2, and Portfolio. Instructor recommendation required.
Will meet graduation requirements for Performing Fine Arts
This Advanced Placement course is intended to address a very broad interpretation of drawing issues and media. Line
quality, light and shade, rendering of form, composition, surface manipulation, the illusion of depth and mark-making
are drawing issues that can be addressed through a variety of means, which could include painting, print-making, mixed
media, etc. It is for the advanced student who wishes to seek AP credit through submitting a portfolio of work for
consideration by the College Board. All students are expected to sit for the AP exam in May. More information about
the AP program can be found at www.collegeboard.com/ap.
0101300 - 0101310
TWO-DIMENSIONAL STUDIO ART I-II
Will meet graduation requirement for Performing Fine Arts

Grades 9-12

1 credit

This year-long, entry-level class promotes the enjoyment and appreciation of art as students experiment with the media
and techniques used to create two-dimensional (2-D) artworks, including drawing, painting, printmaking, collage, and
more. Students regularly reflect on aesthetics and issues related to art and anchor the structural elements of art and
organizational principles of design, experimenting with them as they create. They use analytical and problem-solving
skills to improve their work and that of their peers, self-diagnosing and experimenting with potential solutions to art
challenges based on their foundational structural, historical, and cultural knowledge. Students investigate, analyze, and
learn to honor the art of Western and non-Western cultures, which informs their own choices when creating works of art
and their understanding of the role of art in global culture. As they work, students develop and apply, at a basic level,
21st-century skills that will help them be successful after high school graduation, including time management, selfassessment, the ability to solve problems, the ability to perceive both the whole of an idea or concept and its parts, and
critical analysis.
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0101320
TWO-DIMENSIONAL STUDIO ART III HONORS
Grades 10-11
1 credit
Prerequisite: 2-D Studio Art 1 & 2 or Creative Photography 1 & 2. This course is considered “Pre-AP Studio Art.”
Will meet graduation requirement for Performing Fine Arts *This course is taken in conjunction with AP Studio Art.
This year-long honors class promotes the enjoyment and appreciation of art as students refine their use of media and
techniques to create primarily self-directed, two-dimensional (2-D) artworks at high levels of proficiency and
independence. Students regularly reflect on aesthetics and art issues individually and as a group, and manipulate the
structural elements of art and organizational principles of design to create works of art that are progressively more
innovative and representative of the student’s artistic and cognitive growth. Students analyze and honor the art of
Western and non-Western cultures, comparing art styles and the people and other influences that molded them, which
informs their own choices when creating works of art. As they work, students develop and apply 21st-century skills that
will help them be successful after high school graduation, including independence in time management, self-assessment,
the ability to solve problems, the ability to perceive both the whole of an idea or concept and its parts, and critical analysis.
In keeping with the rigor expected in an accelerated setting, students develop a portfolio that includes a significant body
of work to show personal vision and artistic growth over time; mastery of visual art skills and techniques; and evidence
of sophisticated analytical and problem-solving skills based on their structural, historical, and cultural knowledge.
Students conduct and present the results of significant research, including, but not limited to: the techniques and
processes of a variety of artists; the outcomes of reciprocating influences among art and such integral factors as
technology, politics, and the economy; development of art media over time; and the influences of major historical and
cultural models. They may also be required to maintain a sketchbook, participate in individual and group critiques, and
mount an exhibition and/or make a formal presentation based on their body of work and the processes of creating that
collection. Students in 2-D Art III-Honors are self-directed and display a readiness for high levels of critical thinking,
research, conceptual thinking, and creative risk-taking.
0101330 - 0101350
THREE-DIMENSIONAL STUDIO ART I-III
Will meet graduation requirement for Performing Fine Arts

Grades 9-12

1 credit

This year-long, entry-level class promotes the enjoyment and appreciation of art as students experiment with the media
and techniques used to design and construct three-dimensional (3-D) artworks, including sketching, casting, carving,
modeling, and assembling in such media as wire, wood, clay, paper maché, and found objects. Students regularly reflect
on aesthetics and issues related to art and anchor the structural elements of art and organizational principles of design,
experimenting with them as they create. They use analytical and problem-solving skills to improve their work and that
of their peers, self-diagnosing and experimenting with potential solutions to art challenges based on their foundational
structural, historical, and cultural knowledge. Students investigate, analyze, and learn to honor the art of Western and
non-Western cultures, which informs their own choices when creating works of art and their understanding of the role
of art in global culture. As they work, students develop and apply, at a basic level, 21st-century skills that will help them
be successful after high school graduation, including time management, self-assessment, the ability to solve problems,
the ability to perceive both the whole of an idea or concept and its parts, and critical analysis.
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DRAMATIC ARTS
0400700 - 0400720
MUSICAL THEATRE I-III
Will meet graduation requirement for Performing Fine Arts

Grades 9-12

1 credit

This year-long, foundational class, designed for students with little or no theatre experience, promotes enjoyment and
appreciation for all aspects of theatre. Classwork focuses on the exploration of theatre literature, performance, historical
and cultural connections, and technical requirements. Improvisation, creative dramatics, and beginning scene work are
used to introduce students to acting and character development. Incorporation of other art forms in theatre also helps
students gain appreciation for other art forms, such as music, dance, and visual art. Theatre I provides opportunities for
students to develop skills in critical listening and thinking, as well as stage presence, ensemble work, and aesthetic
awareness culminating in periodic classroom and/or public performances. Students additionally learn about the
organizational structure of theatre and theatre literature. Of importance in Theatre I is students’ opportunity to develop
fundamental group- and self-assessment skills, problem-solving skills; the ability to connect the literature being studied
to a variety of cultures, history, and other content areas; and development of 21st-century skills that will help students
be successful after high school graduation.

MUSIC
Quality music education fosters the development o aesthetic and cultural sensitivity, provides emotional release, and
encourages an appreciation for masterworks which are among the highest recognized human achievement. Beyond
aesthetic development, music activities combine the need for physical dexterity, self-discipline, and intellectual
understanding with social awareness and ensemble responsibility.
*NOTE: Membership in some Band and Chorus courses will require extra school time, including some afternoon, evening and
weekend performances and practices. Students are required to attend al practices and performances.
1300300
Music Theory I
Grades 10 - 12
1 credit
Students will analyze and apply musical fundamentals and develop the ability to recognize and understand the basic
materials and processes in any music that is heard or read in score. The content will include: instruction in sight singing,
ear training, harmonic notation and analysis; and realizing a four-part harmonization of a given part with emphasis
placed on composition and analysis. This elective course is highly recommended for any student who intends to major
or minor in music in college or pursue a music related career.
MUL 1110
Prerequisite:
104/R & 99/W

Music History and Appreciation
Grade 11-12 (1st semester)
1/2 credit
See Honors Criteria. Required GPA of 3.0 and scores of ACT 18/R & 17/E; SAT 440; CPT 83/R & 83/ ; PERT

This course covers the materials, literature and practices of music, and consideration of its aesthetic purposes and
social function. Development of listening skills and criteria of judgment is also presented.
MUH 2018
Prerequisite:
104/R & 99/W

Jazz History and Appreciation
Grade 11-12 (1st semester)
1/2 credit
See Honors Criteria. Required GPA of 3.0 and scores of ACT 18/R & 17/E; SAT 440; CPT 83/R & 83/S; PERT

This course introduces jazz styles from a historical perspective. Lectures highlight the general characteristics of various
jazz styles and artists, and focus on listening skills which aid in an appreciation of jazz.
1302300
Prerequisite:

BAND I (Symphonic Band)
Band Director approval

Grade 9

1 credit
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Will meet graduation requirements for Performing Fine Arts. Will meet Florida Academic Scholars requirements for Music. In
order to meet all criteria for successful academic credit, students are required to attend all scheduled after school rehearsals and
performances. A financial obligation is included for participation in this class.
The content will include: enabling students to develop fundamental skills in characteristic tone production, band
performance techniques, musical literacy, and music appreciation.
1302310
Prerequisites:

BAND II (Symphonic Band)
Grade 10
A grade of “C” or higher in Band I and Band Director’s approval

1 credit

Will meet graduation requirements for Performing Fine Arts. Will meet Florida Academic Scholars requirements for Music. In
order to meet all criteria for successful academic credit, students are required to attend all scheduled after school rehearsals and
performances. A financial obligation is included for participation in this class.
The content will include, but will not be limited to, extending skill development in characteristic tone production, band
performance techniques, musical literacy
1302320
Prerequisites:

BAND III (Symphonic Band)
Grade 11
A grade of “C” or higher in Band II and Band Director’s approval

1 credit

Will meet graduation requirements for Performing Fine Arts. Will meet Florida Academic Scholars requirements for Music. In
order to meet all criteria for successful academic credit, students are required to attend all scheduled after school rehearsals and
performances. A financial obligation is included for participation in this class.
The content will include: interpreting medium level band music, establishing appropriate tone production and
performance techniques, identifying simple musical form and varied style periods, and formulating aesthetic
awareness.
1302330
Prerequisites:

BAND IV (Symphonic Band)
Grade 12
A grade of “C” or higher in Band III and the Band Director’s approval.

1 credit

Will meet graduation requirements for Performing Fine Arts. Will meet Florida Academic Scholars requirements for Music. In
order to meet all criteria for successful academic credit, students are required to attend all scheduled after school rehearsals and
performances. A financial obligation is included for participation in this class.
The content will include: interpreting medium level band music, refining tone production and performance techniques,
understanding musical form, style and aesthetic perceptions.
1302360
Prerequisites:

ORCHESTRA I (Wind Ensemble)
Audition and Band Director’s approval.

Grade 9

1 credit

In order to meet all criteria for successful academic credit, students are required to attend all scheduled after school rehearsals and
performances. A financial obligation is included for participation in this class. Orchestra is the premier performing instrumental
ensemble on campus at Port Charlotte High School. Students are required to audition for the directors before admittance into the
ensemble and must maintain a "C" average in all classes.
1302370
Prerequisites:

ORCHESTRA II (Wind Ensemble)
Grade 10
A grade of “C” or higher in Band I, audition, and the Band Director’s approval.

1 credit

In order to meet all criteria for successful academic credit, students are required to attend all scheduled after school rehearsals and
performances. A financial obligation is included for participation in this class. Orchestra is the premier performing instrumental
ensemble on campus at Port Charlotte High School. Students are required to audition for the directors before admittance into the
ensemble and must maintain a "C" average in all classes.
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1302380
Prerequisites:

ORCHESTRA III (Wind Ensemble)
Grade 11
A grade of “C” or higher in Band II, audition, and Band Director's approval.

1 credit

In order to meet all criteria for successful academic credit, students are required to attend all scheduled after school rehearsals and
performances. A financial obligation is included for participation in this class. Orchestra is the premier performing instrumental
ensemble on campus at Port Charlotte High School. Students are required to audition for the directors before admittance into the
ensemble and must maintain a "C" average in all classes.
1302390
Prerequisite:

ORCHESTRA IV (Wind Ensemble)
Grade 12
A grade of “C” or higher in Band III, audition, and the Band Director’s approval.

1 credit

In order to meet all criteria for successful academic credit, students are required to attend all scheduled after school rehearsals and
performances. A financial obligation is included for participation in this class. Orchestra is the premier performing instrumental
ensemble on campus at Port Charlotte High School. Students are required to audition for the directors before admittance into the
ensemble and must maintain a "C" average in all classes.
1302500
JAZZ ENSEMBLE I
Grade 9
1 credit
Prerequisite:
Band Director’s approval
Will meet graduation requirements for Performing Fine Arts. Will meet Florida Academic Scholars requirements for Music.
In order to meet all criteria for successful academic credit, students are required to attend all scheduled after school rehearsals and
performances. A financial obligation is included for participation in this class.
The content will include: enabling students to interpret beginning levels of varying styles of jazz literature. Emphasis is
placed on characteristic tone production and idiomatic performance techniques.
1302510
JAZZ ENSEMBLE II
Grade 10
1 credit
Prerequisite:
A grade of “C” or higher in Jazz Ensemble I and Band Director’s approval
Will meet graduation requirements for Performing Fine Arts. Will meet Florida Academic Scholars requirements for Music.
In order to meet all criteria for successful academic credit, students are required to attend all scheduled after school rehearsals and
performances. A financial obligation is included for participation in this class.
The content will include: the rehearsal and performance of diverse popular and idiomatic jazz literature pieces. Basic
improvisation, tone production, and individual and ensemble performance techniques are also emphasized.
1302520
JAZZ ENSEMBLE III
Grade 11
1 credit
Prerequisite:
A grade of “C” or higher in Jazz II and Band Director’s approval
Will meet graduation requirements for Performing Fine Arts. Will meet Florida Academics Scholars requirements for Music.
In order to meet all criteria for successful academic credit, students are required to attend all scheduled after school rehearsals and
performances. A financial obligation is included for participation in this class.
The purpose of this course is to develop the ability to apply the knowledge of styles and techniques of varied
contemporary popular and jazz literature. The content will include, but not be limited to, the study and performance of
varied medium level popular and jazz idiomatic literature. Improvisation, characteristic tone, individual and ensemble
performance techniques, and an appreciation of the history of jazz in the United States will be emphasized and applied.
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1302530
JAZZ ENSEMBLE IV
Grade 12
1 credit
Prerequisites:
A grade of "C" or higher in Jazz III and Band Director's approval.
Will meet graduation requirement for Performing Fine Arts. Will meet Florida Academic Scholars requirements for Music.
In order to meet all criteria for successful academic credit, students are required to attend all scheduled after school rehearsals and
performances. A financial obligation is included for participation in this class.
The purpose of this course is to develop independence in knowledge of styles and performance techniques of varied
contemporary music and jazz literature. The content will include: the study and performance of varied difficult diverse
popular and idiomatic literature. Independence in improvisation, interpretation and performance is emphasized. The
student will be expected to perform a solo for a jury or at an approved evaluation for a rating in order to be awarded
honors credit.
1305300-1305330
EURHYTHMICS 1-4
Prerequisites:
none
Will meet graduation requirement for Performing Fine Arts.

Grade 9-12

1 credit

Student dancers develop basic skills in performing and evaluating choreographed performances as an independent
ensemble and in cooperation with a music ensemble. Emphasis is placed on dance, equipment manipulation, precision,
and the relationship between music and dance. Public performances may serve as a culmination of specific instructional
goals. Students may be required to attend and/or participate in rehearsals and performances outside the school day to
support, extend, and assess learning in the classroom.

CHORUS
1303300 - 1303330
CHORUS I-IV
Grades 9-12
1 credit
Will meet graduation requirements for Performing Fine Arts. Will meet Florida Academic Scholars requirements for Music.
This course is open to all females from ninth through twelfth grade at all skill levels. In this course members are
introduced to a wide spectrum of established women's repertoire as well as newer selections. Most of the material will
be in at least three parts to prepare participants for more advanced choral works. Music reading skills as well as an
emphasis on ear training proficiency will be stressed. Students are required to participate in two mandatory concerts.
Other performance opportunities will be made available. Multiple credits may be issued in this course.
1303360 - 1303390
CHORUS HIGH/LOW RANGE I-IV
Will meet graduation requirements for Performing Fine Arts.

Grades 9-12

1 credit

The purpose of this course is to enable students to develop basic individual and ensemble skills in choral performance
through preparation of varied high/low range high school literature. Emphasis will be placed on healthy and
expressive singing, accurate interpretation of notation, and development of critical and aesthetic response to music.
The content should include, but not be limited to, the following:
- vocal production
- choral performance techniques
- music literacy
- sight reading and ear training
- elements and characteristics of music
- improvisation, composition, and arranging
- performance analysis
- role and influence of choral music and musicians
- connections between music and other subject areas
- responsible participation in music activities
This course generally requires students to participate in extra rehearsals and performances beyond the school day.
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VOCATIONAL/TECHNICAL EDUCATION
8207310

INTRODUCTION TO INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY

Grade 9

1 credit

This course is designed to provide an introduction to information technology concepts and careers as well as the impact
information technology adds on the world, people, and industry and basic web design concepts. The content includes
information technology career research; operating systems and software applications; electronic communications
including e-mail and Internet services; basic web commands and design; and emerging technologies. After successful
completion of Introduction to Information Technology, students will have met Occupational Completion Point.
8400320

MEDICAL SKILLS AND SERVICES

Grades 9-12

1/2 credit

The purpose of this course is to provide students with practical generic skills in health occupations which, though
applicable to some health occupations, are not designed to prepare students for entry into a specific occupation.
This course is designed to be a balanced study of theory and hands-on skills to help enable the student to decide if they
would like to pursue a career in the exciting field of health care. They will learn about a variety of different, challenging
careers such as medicine, nursing, physical therapy, and sports medicine to name a few. Job skills are also acquired in
these courses as the student learns hands-on skills such as taking blood pressures and range-of-motion exercises.
STUDENTS WHO FIND THIS COURSE INTERESTING AND EXCITING ARE ENCOURAGED TO TAKE HEALTH
SCIENCE I ( a basic anatomy course) AND HEALTH SCIENCE II (a more advanced course which includes CPR and first
aid training)at Charlotte Technical Center. Orientation to Health Occupations is the initial step to complete healthrelated programs at CTC which may lead to science credit, college credit, and scholarships in addition to the career skills
that are learned.
8909010

TEACHER PREPARATION I

Grades 10-11

1 credit

This is an introductory course to students who believe they may be interested in pursuing a career in the field of
education from kindergarten through the twelfth grade. This course is designed to develop competencies related to the
role, regulations, and career path of teacher aides and teachers; the role of education; leadership and community service
activities;’ interpersonal and communication skills; and educational-support tasks. This course may involve interning at
local elementary and middle schools. Students are required to provide their own transportation within School Board
guidelines. Completion of all three courses in this cluster may lead to a Gold Seal Scholarship, college credit, and other college
scholarship and employment opportunities.
8909020
TEACHER PREPARATION II
Grades 10-12
1 credit
Prerequisite: Successful completion of Teacher Preparation I with at least a “C” or higher. May be taken simultaneously with
Teacher Preparation I or III with instructor or administrative approval.
This course is designed to develop competencies in the operation of audiovisual equipment; job-related math skills; test
administration and grading; job-related computer applications; visual-aids preparation; the supervision of student health
and safety; and the reporting of child abuse and drug abuse. It also requires a teaching practicum experience that
involves direct student contact. Completion of all three courses in this cluster may lead to a Gold Seal Scholarship, college credit,
and other college scholarship and employment opportunities.
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8909030
TEACHER PREPARATION III
Grades 10-12
1 credit
Prerequisite: Successful completion of Teacher Preparation II with at least a “C” or higher. May be taken simultaneously with
Teacher Preparation II with instructor or administrative approval.
This course is designed to develop competencies related to supporting the learning activities of students, establishing
and maintaining appropriate student behaviors, and supporting employability skills and entrepreneurship. It also
requires the completion of the teaching practicum experience that involves direct contact with students. Completion of
all three courses in this cluster may lead to a Gold Seal Scholarship, college credit, and other college scholarship and employment
opportunities.
8909040
TEACHER PREPARATION IV
Grades 10-12
1 credit
Prerequisite: Successful completion of Teacher Preparation III with at least a “C” or higher. May be taken simultaneously with
Teacher Preparation III with instructor or administrative approval.
8209510 – 8209560
DIGITAL DESIGN 1-6
Grades 9-12
1 credit
Beginning in the 2011-2012 school year, first year students in the Digital Design course sequence will initiate with 8209510.
Students enrolled in the “PROMO” tracks are completing as such for Gold Seal eligibility only!

8217110

CUSTOM PROMOTIONAL LAYOUT DESIGN I
Grades 9-12
1 credit
(PROMO CUSTOM DIG 1)
This course is designed to develop basic entry-level skills required for careers in the custom imprinted merchandise
industry. The content includes computer skills, layout, design, measurement activities, decision making activities, digital
imaging, sublimation activities, digital embroidery activities, digital precision cutting activities, direct to garment
printing activities, and sign making activities. After successful completion of Custom Promotional Layout Design
students will be able to perform basic design and layout in predictable situations.
Completion of all three courses in this cluster may lead to a Gold Seal Scholarship, college credit, and other college scholarship and
employment opportunities.
8217120
Prerequisite:

PROMOTIONAL DESIGN MANAGEMENT
(PROMO CUSTOM DIG 2)
Successful completion of Promo Custom Dig 1)

Grades 10 - 12

1 credit

This course is designed to develop organizational skills needed for the imprinted merchandise industry. The content
includes entrepreneur concepts, basic supervision and management activities, portfolio development activities, and
workforce development skills evaluation activities. After successful completion of Promotional Design Management the
student will be able to manage small production runs of imprinted merchandise in unpredictable situations. Completion
of all three courses in this cluster may lead to a Gold Seal Scholarship, college credit, and other college scholarship and employment
opportunities.
8217130
Prerequisite:

CUSTOM PROMOTIONAL SALES & DISTRIBUTION
(PROMO CUSTOM DIG 3)
Successful completion of Promo Custom Dig 2)

Grades 10 - 12

1 credit

This course is designed to develop mid-level management skills required in the imprinted merchandise industry. The
content includes real world production schedules for single lines of merchandise, management of production equipment,
customer relations, and sales of imprinted merchandise and delivery of the product. This course is designed to be done
in a real production environment through placement in a school-based imprinted merchandise enterprise or industry
internship placement. After successful completion of Custom Promotional Sales and Distribution the student will be
able to manage a production line from customer product design through delivery of final product. Completion of all three
courses in this cluster may lead to a Gold Seal Scholarship, college credit, and other college scholarship and employment
opportunities.
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8217140
Prerequisite:

PROMOTIONAL BUSINESS MNG & SUPERVISION 1
(PROMO CUSTOM DIG 4)
Successful completion of Promo Custom Dig 3)

Grades 10-12

1 credit

This course is designed to develop entry-level skills required in management and supervision in the imprinted
merchandise industry. The content includes activities in equipment operation and maintenance, small business
development, market evaluation, and economic effects on small businesses in the United States. After successful
completion of Promotional Business Management and Supervision 1 students will be able to organize a small business
in the imprinted merchandise industry. Completion of all three courses in this cluster may lead to a Gold Seal Scholarship,
college credit, and other college scholarship and employment opportunities.
8217150
Prerequisite:

PROMOTIONAL BUSINESS MNG & SUPERVISION 2
(PROMO CUSTOM DIG 5)
Successful completion of Promo Custom Dig 4)

Grades 10-12

1 credit

This course is designed to develop advanced skills required in management and supervision in the imprinted
merchandise industry. The content includes development of a formal business plan for a small business. Completion of
all three courses in this cluster may lead to a Gold Seal Scholarship, college credit, and other college scholarship and employment
opportunities.
8600810
DRAFTING/ILLUSTRATIVE DESIGN TECHNOLOGY I
Grades 9 - 11
1 credit
Prerequisite: Students should have earned a "C" or higher in math. This program is recommended for students planning to pursue
the fields of engineering or architecture.
The purpose of this program is to provide students with a foundation of knowledge and experience about modern
industry, technology, and their societal context, and specifically, to provide the ability to apply the concepts and skills
related to the technology of drafting. Students use the AUTOCAD computer programs and BAK drafting equipment
techniques. Recommended continuation of study at Vo-Tech. Completion of all three courses in this cluster may lead to a
Gold Seal Scholarship, college credit, and other college scholarship and employment opportunities.
8600820
DRAFTING/ILLUSTRATIVE DESIGN TECHNOLOGY II
Grades 10 - 11
1 credit
Prerequisite: Students should have earned a "C" or higher in Drafting/Illustrative Design Technology I. This program is
recommended for students planning to pursue the fields of engineering or architecture.
The purpose of this program is to provide students with an intermediate knowledge and experience about modern
industry, technology, and their societal context, and specifically, to provide the ability to apply the concepts and skills
related to the technology of drafting. Students use the AUTOCAD computer programs and BAK drafting equipment
techniques. Recommended continuation of study at Vo-Tech. Completion of all three courses in this cluster may lead to a
Gold Seal Scholarship, college credit, and other college scholarship and employment opportunities.
8600830
DRAFTING/ILLUSTRATIVE DESIGN TECHNOLOGY III
Grades 11 - 12
1 credit
Prerequisite: Students should have earned a "C" or higher in Drafting/Illustrative Design Technology II. This program is
recommended for students planning to pursue the fields of engineering or architecture.
The purpose of this program is to provide students with an intermediate knowledge and experience about modern
industry, technology, and their societal context, and specifically, to provide the ability to apply the concepts and skills
related to the technology of drafting. Students use the AUTOCAD computer programs and BAK drafting equipment
techniques. Recommended continuation of study at Vo-Tech. Completion of all three courses in this cluster may lead to a
Gold Seal Scholarship, college credit, and other college scholarship and employment opportunities.
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8515210

CULINARY OPERATIONS I

Grades 9 - 12

1 credit

This course was developed as part of a three-credit core. Students will develop competence in career and job
opportunities; basic food skills; personal productivity; safe, secure and sanitary work procedures; operational systems;
recipes; commercial tools and equipment; principles of nutrition; front-of-the-house duties; back-of-the-house duties;
food and beverage preparation.
8303010

DIVERSIFIED CAREER TECHNOLOGY PRINCIPLES

Grades 10 - 12

1 credit

This course is designed to enable each student to demonstrate employability skills; environmental, health, and safety
skill, professional, legal, and ethical responsibilities; financial skills; leadership skills; communication skills; human
resources and labor skills; American’s economic principles; entrepreneurship principles; relate planning methods to life
and career goals; and use of industry/technology principles in the workplace.
8300410

DIVERSIFIED CAREER TECHNOLOGY-ON JOB TRAINING Grades 11 - 12

multiple credits

This course is designed to enable each student to demonstrate competencies in a specific career and to demonstrate legal
and ethical behavior within the role and scope of job responsibilities through a realistic, on-the-job training experience.
An individualized training plan is developed and utilized to ensure that training is provided which will develop the
necessary competencies/skills in order for the student to become competent in the occupation for which he/she is being
trained. The training plan is the “curriculum” for the on-the-job training and the time card is the attendance record.
0500300
EXECUTIVE INTERNSHIP I
Prerequisite: Coordinator's approval.

Grades 11-12

1 credit

The internship experience helps students see how school courses are relevant in the world of work.
Participating sponsors transform their business establishments into real life learning laboratories. The
internship program is offered to students who have successfully completed an application, participated
in an interview process, have a good attendance record, and who demonstrate appropriate
employability skills. Ava ilable intern slots are provided by local business establishments and may be
limited.
0500310

EXECUTIVE INTERNSHIP II

Grades 11-12

1 credit

The purpose of this course is to supplement the existing curriculum by providing community
internships. Students apply textbook learning, leadership skills, and understanding in challenging and
creative professional areas.
0500320

EXECUTIVE INTERNSHIP III

Grades 11-12

1 credit

The purpose of this course is to further refine and apply technical skills and competencies for leadership
within specific professional areas.
0500330

EXECUTIVE INTERNSHIP IV

Grades 11-12

1 credit

The purpose of this course is to continue to provide students with an opportunity to apply technical
skills and comp etencies to real-life career processes and settings.
8300420

COOPERATIVE DIVERSIFIED EDUCATION (CDE)

Grades 11-12

multiple credits

Prerequisite: Coordinator's approval.
The purpose of this program is to provide students with competencies developed through paid
supervised on-the-job training related to instruction in job preparatory programs. Job related classroom
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instruction must have been provided in the job preparatory program for a minimum of one semester
prior to enrollment in CDE or the student must be presently enrolled in a job preparatory program.
8600580
AEROSPACE TECHNOLOGIES I
Grades 10-12
1 credit
Prerequisite: No qualifying test scores are required for enrollment in this course. Once this course is completed,
students will be eligible to receive 6 credits from Embry Riddle (AS120 and AS220). Students are required to
have a 2.8 or higher GPA. This course is weighted as dual enrollment.
An introductory course in Aeronautical Science designed to provide the student wit h a broad based
aviation orientation in flight related areas appropriate for the budding aviation pilot, mechanic or
aerospace engineer. Subjects include historical development in aviation and the airline industry, theory
of flight, airport operations, ai rcraft systems and performance, elements of air navigation, basic
meteorology theory, air traffic principles, flight physiology an aviation regulation, safety and accident
prevention. Flight simulator software and equipment for Radio Controlled models and full scale
airplanes provide the student with even more hands -on experience. The spring semester covers
unmanned aerial vehicles and systems emphasizing the military and commercial history, growth, and
applications of UAVs.
8600620
AEROSPACE ENGINEERIN G
Grades 9-12
1 credit
Prerequisite: 2.5 or higher GPA. Meets the fine arts graduation requirement. Honors weighted credit.
A hands on course to introduce students to various aspects of engineering, aviation, and aerospace.
Emphasis will be plac ed on science, technology, engineering, and mathematics (STEM) education.
Hands on activities include airplane construction and design starting from paper models to balsa wood
models up to rocket models. Flight simulator software and equipment for Radio C ontrolled models and
full scale airplanes provide the student with even more hands on experience.
0500370
OFFICE ASSISTANT
Grade 12 community service
The opportunity to be an office assistant at Port Charlotte High School is a privilege. Students who become assistants
must meet the following requirements: parent signature, teacher recommendations (2), a weighted GPA of 2.5 or
higher, less than 5 absences per semester, and no disciplinary record. Students will be assigned to one of the following
locations:
 Front Office, Student Office, Guidance Office, Dean’s Office, Library
8772110

TELEVISION PRODUCTIONS I

Grades 9-11

1 credit

This course provides opportunities for students to develop skills in the history of television, basic camcorder operation,
post-production skills in graphics, audio, and the principles of editing. Students will storyboard and write scripts for
their productions. Students will be introduced to basic studio operations to include camera movement commands and
skills in directing productions. Projects will include the production of various television formats to include commercials,
news formats, and music videos. After completion of the course students will be able to exhibit a basic knowledge of the
operation of a television, the history of television, operation of a camcorder, develop and bring to completion story ideas
that include graphics, scripting and basic editing. Completion of all three courses in this cluster may lead to a Gold Seal
Scholarship, college credit, and other college scholarship and employment opportunities.
8772120
TELEVISION PRODUCTIONS II
Prerequisite: Successful completion of Television Productions I

Grades 10-12

1 credit

This course builds on the skills learned in the Television Production I. These skills will be used to produce programs for
cable access and rebroadcast in the school. Heavy emphasis will be placed on making production deadlines. The course
will begin to develop specialized skills as camera operator, editor, anchor, and graphics. These skills will be used to
reproduce, script and bring to final edited form news stories. Teamwork and interpersonal skills will be honed in order
to meet deadlines and deal with the pressure of a daily broadcast. Projects may include a biweekly cable show, and a
daily closed circuit broadcast to the school. After completion of this course, students will be able to form career decision
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in the broadcast industry. Completion of all three courses in this cluster may lead to a Gold Seal Scholarship, college credit, and
other college scholarship and employment opportunities.
8772130
TELEVISION PRODUCTIONS III
Prerequisite: Successful completion of Television Productions II

Grades 11-12

1 credit

This course requires that students produce video programs with minimal supervision. Students must possess writing
skills and word-processing skills. Skills in editing will be refined through the introduction of Final Cut Pro as the primary
editing platform. Programs will be developed using skills learned in Television Productions I and II with a heavy
emphasis on the creative and collaborative process. Students will produce instructional material for other disciplines
such as student plays, concerts and sporting events. Projects may require off campus and after hours travel. Projects
may include a biweekly cable show, and features on the daily closed circuit broadcast to the school. Completion of all three
courses in this cluster may lead to a Gold Seal Scholarship, college credit, and other college scholarship and employment
opportunities.
8772140
TELEVISION PRODUCTIONS IV
Grade 12
1 credit
Prerequisite: Successful completion of Television Productions III
This course requires that students to demonstrate the correct use of basic equipment used in television production. The
students will perform character generator and special effects generator functions in studio production. Completion of all
three courses in this cluster may lead to a Gold Seal Scholarship, college credit, and other college scholarship and employment
opportunities.

85

Industry Certification
Career Technical Education (CTE) programs are now providing students with the opportunity to earn
credentials and certifications, which are recognized and valued by business and industry. Eligible students are
assessed by an independent, certifying entity using predetermined standards for knowledge, skills and
competencies, resulting in a time-limited credential that is nationally recognized and applicable to an
occupation that is included in the workforce system’s targeted occupation list. A career and professional
academy is a research-based program that integrates a rigorous academic curriculum with an
industry-driven career curriculum. Students completing career and professional academy
programs receive the following:
 A standard high school diploma
 Merit designation on diploma may apply
 The highest available industry certification
 Postsecondary credit if the academy partners with a postsecondary institution.
Port Charlotte High School’s “Career Programs and Academies” prepares students for careers after
high school. The program was created to allow students early exploration and experience in the
career paths of their choice. The focus of the program reflects different career areas which offer
great opportunities for the twenty-first century. Introductory courses and comprehensive electives
in a variety of career fields in the areas of Arts & Humanities, Education, Communications,
Business, Finance, Marketing, Science Engineering, Industrial Tech, Health, Human Services, etc.
are offered. Each program’s experience provides the student with hands-on application. Students
choose a career pathway and are encouraged to follow it their tenth, eleventh, and twelfth grade
years finishing with the possibility of certification, employability skills, college credit and/or postgraduate scholarships for continued study at colleges and universities. Many students receive a
head start on their post-secondary goals with dual enrollment courses available at Charlotte
Technical Center, Embry-Riddle University, and Edison State College. Executive Intern
opportunities are available to twelfth grade students in all program areas. Students are
encouraged to speak to their Guidance Counselor and to our school’s Occupational Therapist for
assistance in choosing the correct electives and course work to adequately lay the foundation of
their chosen career.
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CAPE Career Academies
What is a CAPE Career Academy?
--Small Learning Community
--3 or more courses in a sequence in a specific career area
--Integrates rigorous academics with CTE (Career & Technical Education) courses
--Provides opportunity for Industry Certifications
--Provides membership in Career and Technical Student Organization (CTSO)
--Can lead to Bright Futures Gold Seal Scholarships
--Provides articulation to postsecondary education
--Offers on-the-job training or Internships

What are the benefits to students?

--Enjoy working with small groups of students
--Prepares students for careers in specific career field
--Leads to Industry Certification
--May earn scholarships
--Provides opportunity to work with local industry
--May use credits or certification to articulate to college programs
--Provides leadership skill-building through CTSO
--Teaches team building, critical thinking, work place ethics, etc.

Presently, Port Charlotte High School offers 4 CAPE
Academies:
1. Technical Design
2. Multimedia Design
3. Television Production
4. Engineering
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CAPE ACADEMY #1: Technical Design

The Academy of Technical Design develops a student’s broad-based skills in the drafting
industry. The Academy is for students who are detail oriented, have excellent visual aptitude,
and good communication skills. Drafters prepare technical drawings and plans used by
production and construction workers to build everything from manufactured products such as
toys to structures such as houses and office buildings. Students have the opportunity to:






Take an Industry Certification Examination (AutoCAD)
Earn the Florida Bright Futures Gold Seal Scholarship
Join the Technical Student Association (TSA)
Participate in Drafting Internships/OJT experiences
Generate articulations to postsecondary opportunities at the Charlotte Technical Center or
Florida Southwestern College (up to 14 college credits toward an Associate’s degree)
REQUIRED COURSE SEQUENCE
 Technical Design I
 Technical Design II
 Technical Design III
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CAPE ACADEMY #2: Multimedia Design

The Multimedia Design Academy is for students who enjoy design, technology, and computerbased real-world projects. Students work individually and as a team to learn to incorporate
graphics, sound, video, animation, text, and still images to produce fine art, marketing
presentations, digital design, and web publishing. Students in the Academy have opportunities
to:






Take an Industry Certification Examination
Earn the Florida Bright Futures Gold Seal Scholarship
Join the Technical Student Association (TSA)
Participate in Multimedia Design Internships/OJT experiences
Generate articulations to postsecondary opportunities at the Charlotte Technical Center or
Edison State College (up to 9 college credits toward an Associate’s degree)
REQUIRED COURSE SEQUENCE
 Digital Design 1
 Digital Design 2
 Digital Design 3
 Digital Design 4-7
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CAPE ACADEMY #3: Television Productions

The Academy of Television Productions is for students interested in careers in the broadcasting
industry. Students work individually and in teams on ENG equipment, cameras, and
microphones in a state-of-the art production facility. Daily telecasts of “Pirate TV” are written,
filmed, and produced by PCHS students; video senior projects are developed; and “story
boarding” is completed. This Academy is for students who are creative and enjoy presenting
information in a visual world. Students in this Academy have opportunities to :






Take an Industry Certification Examination (Final Cut Pro)
Earn the Florida Bright Futures Gold Seal Scholarship
Join the Technical Student Association (TSA)
Participate in Television Production Internships/OJT experiences
Generate articulations to entry-level job opportunities as Editor, Producer, and Videographer
and begin academic student in possible career majors of Broadcasting, Media Manager, and
Film Making
REQUIRED COURSE SEQUENCE
 Television Productions 1
 Television Productions 2
 Television Productions 3
 Television Productions 4
 Television Productions 5-9
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CAPE ACADEMY #4: Applied Engineering Technology

The Academy of Applied Engineering Technology develops a student’s broad-based skills in the
area of Engineering. The Academy is for students who are detailed oriented, have excellent
visual aptitude, and good communication skills. Students will be using design skills in order to
design, draw, and build prototypes in the different areas of Engineering. Students will work in the
areas of Aerodynamics, Safety Design, and Structural Design. Students have the opportunity to:






Take an Industry Certification Examination (AutoCAD)
Earn the Florida Bright Futures Gold Seal Scholarship
Join the Technical Student Association (TSA)
Participate in Drafting Internships/OJT experiences
Generate articulations to postsecondary opportunities at the Charlotte Technical Center or
Florida Southwestern College (up to 14 college credits toward an Associate’s degree)
REQUIRED COURSE SEQUENCE
 Applied Engineering Technology I
 Applied Engineering Technology II
 Applied Engineering Technology III
***Prerequisite: Technical Design I.
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Alternative Education
For more information contact:
Chantal Phillips
Director of Intervention and DOP Services
941-255-7480

Teen Parent
Eligibility:
Pregnant & Parenting Teens
Grades:
Variable

Programs

HOPE
Healthy Outcomes in Pregnancy & Education
This program offers Comprehensive academic curriculum alternatives, childcare, parenting education, health & social
services and enabling techniques through counseling to insure a secure future for student and child.
Located at: The Academy

Substance Abuse
Eligibility:
Possession of Alcohol/Drugs, Paraphernalia
Grades:
6-12

Programs

SOS
Student Outreach Services
Provides targeted at-risk students with individual and/or group substance abuse counseling, drug testing, and related services
with Charlotte Behavioral Health Care therapists. These services are provided at every middle and high school.
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Disciplinary
Eligibility:
Infractions of the Code of Student Conduct including recommendations for Expulsion or Multiple Suspensions.

Programs

S.E.A.
Suspension/Expulsion Alternative
Grades: 6-12
Provides a highly structured environment that assists students with chronic and severe behavioral problems. It offers
academics, behavior modification and social skills training.
Located at: The Academy

Afternoon Alternative Program
Grades: 6-12
Offers a highly structured temporary educational placement for students who commit felony offenses. This program operates
from 2:30-5:30 PM.
Located at: The Academy
Services include core academic coursework and behavioral modification.

O.S.S.A.
Out of School Suspension Alternative
Grades: 6-12
School Social Workers provide educational seminars for students on rules, choices, and consequences. This program is
offered at every secondary school.

Positive Choices
Grades: 3-5 School Social Workers provide an educational seminar for students on making positive choices. Offered at
every elementary school.
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Educational Services
Eligibility:
Potential or retrieved dropouts and students who are overage for grade and failing.
Grades:
6-12

Programs

SAT
Student Assistance Teams
Professional teams review at-risk student needs, share pertinent information, and develop intervention strategies.

The Academy at CTC
An alternative high school, providing a unique learning atmosphere for student success. The Academy also offers the Career
Quest Program, which combines flexible schedules, internships, on-the-job training and a computer-based curriculum at the
Town Center Mall.

Project PASS
Pathways to Achieve Student Success
A one year intensive academic program to assist middle school students to get caught up and transition to high school.

SNAP
Students Needing A Pathway for Success
Grades: 9-12
Potential dropouts and students who have dropped out can attend this program.
Located at: The Academy
Monday-Thursday from 2:45-5:45.
Students will work on core subject areas for intensive remediation.
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English Language Learners
(ELL)
The ELL teacher and/or school site designee will review the educational background of an ELL student to determine
an appropriate grade level or subject area placement for the student. The background review includes some or all of
the following:
 A review of prior academic / educational records
 Interviews with parents or guardians and/or students regarding former schooling, achievement, etc.
 Subject area testing
 Age/grade appropriateness
 Social or emotional history and records
A transcript can be recreated and credit will be awarded for any 9-12 grade student based upon interviews with
parents or guardians and/or students regarding former schooling, achievement, etc. Students may also be awarded
credits after completing an end of course assessment with a passing grade. An ELL Student Plan is developed to meet
the individual needs of each ELL student upon entry into the program. ELL teachers and guidance staff at the school
develop this plan. When a student is referred to the program via ELL Committee, the committee members are
involved in the writing of the student plan. The student plan is updated yearly or whenever there is a need to revise a
student’s schedule. Exception Student Education (ESE) students will have an IEP/ELL Committee meeting held to
develop an IEP that meets the needs of the student.
All other teachers of ELL students are trained in the use of ELL strategies and receive support from the ELL teacher
and district office staff to provide ELL students with subject matter instruction that is understandable given the
student’s level of English language proficiency. ELL dictionaries and some bilingual materials are made available.
Students are identified as possibly needing the services of the ELL program according to their responses on the Home
Language Survey, which is administered upon registration. The student is then tested in aural/oral proficiency and/or
reading/writing proficiency. ELL students are placed in one of four levels (ELL I, II, III, IV) depending on the degree of
English proficiency. Each level constitutes one (1) credit of English toward graduation. A student at the high school
level is exited from the ELL program by scoring above the 45th percentile in both Reading and Writing as determined
by a standardized test.
The purpose of ELL English & Reading courses is to provide instruction in the language arts skills of listening,
speaking, reading, and writing to speakers of a language other than English. The content includes, but is not limited to,
instruction and practice in the development of vocabulary, reading, and writing skills. Reading skills are developed
through the study of literary works. Writing instruction includes analysis of sentence structure and practice in
paragraph development.

95

HONORS PROGRAM

Vision:

Port Charlotte High School’s Honors Program is founded on the belief that students be offered opportunities
to experience rigorous curriculums through proven, research-based instructional methods that actively
engage students in the learning process by exploring application of higher order thinking skills and
investigating new approaches to applying their learning. Courses offered in the honors program will act as
vehicles towards insightful questioning, discovery of connections to real world situations, intrinsic
motivation, and focused, diligent commitment to life-long learning. A successful student in the PCHS
Honors Program is self-motivated, articulate, diligent, responsible, able to set priorities, has refined reading
comprehension skills, has strong initiative, and is willing to commit extra hours to studying. Excellent
attendance is required to meet the demands of the honors program. The requirements for placement in each
honors, Dual Credit, and AP course are outlined.

Advanced Placement Courses:
The AP College Board defines the AP Program as “a collaborative effort among motivated
students, dedicated teachers, and committed high schools, colleges, and universities. Since its
inception in 1955, the AP Program has allowed millions of students in thousands of schools
worldwide to take college-level courses and exams, and to earn college credit or placement while
still in high school.” Port Charlotte High School is committed to providing students opportunities
to experience these rigorous and academically demanding courses. While AP courses may be
offered in the same subject area as the standard curriculum, the AP curriculum may vary from the
standard curriculum content since that content is based upon College Board guidelines. In general,
AP courses are more specialized and go into greater depth than regular courses in the same subject
area. AP courses provide a curriculum which culminates in a national examination in May.
Students earning acceptable scores on the AP exam earn college credit as determined by their
respective colleges or universities. It is required that students enrolled in AP classes take the AP
exam offered in May of each school year.
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Honors Program
9th and 10th Grade
The Honors Program is designed to equip ninth and tenth grade students with the strategies
and tools as well as habits of mind necessary to be successful in college prep courses. The
curriculum/delivery of instruction is based on the premise that students can perform at rigorous
academic levels and is designed to ensure students are consistently being challenged to expand
their knowledge and skills to the next level. Honors courses are rigorous and demanding. Honors
courses may be offered in those subject areas where general-level courses are available in the same
subject area at the same grade level. Honors courses are designed for the student who
demonstrates greater capacity and interest in a particular subject. Port Charlotte High School
expects different students will exhibit such characteristics in relationship to different subjects.
Students will be able to choose between available Honors courses and general courses on a courseby-course basis. Again, the features of an Honors course include, but are not limited to, rigorous
curriculum, extended content, and additional workload. Thus, an Honors course may follow the
same basic course of study as the corresponding general class, but the students cover more material
in greater depth.
Courses offered in the Honors Program include the following:
English Honors I
English Honors II
Biology Honors
Chemistry Honors
Physics Honors
Geometry Honors
Algebra II Honors
World History Honors
World Language courses at level 3 or higher
2-D Studio Art 3 Honors
Aerospace Engineering/Aerospace Technologies (articulates with Embry-Riddle University program at
the Charlotte Tech Center)
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Honors Program Academic Expectations:
PCHS defines the term “Honors” as Honors, Advanced Placement, Dual Credit, and Dual Enrollment courses. Please refer to
specific criteria for all courses providing weighted credit.

Un-weighted overall GPA of 3.0 or better

Required entrance scores for Dual Credit courses in ACT, SAT, or CPT/PERT

A grade of “B” or higher in the prerequisite course

FSA Score in the course content of at least a Level 4 (Level 3 will be considered if
all other criteria is met)

Grades of “C” or higher in all other core classes

Successful completion of all applicable End of Course exams (EOCs)

Teacher recommendation

Signed parent/student contract
Students not meeting the above requirements may appeal to the program planner of the specific content area, the
guidance counselor, and/or the principal.

Students wishing to register for Honors, AP, Dual Credit, and Dual Enrollment courses for the first
time must complete and submit the appropriate application form(s). Refer to Appendix III at the end
of this Career Planning Guide for a sample of such form(s). Students are to retrieve forms from
teachers and/or guidance counselors and re-submit at time of registration.
Appeal Process:
--Student will write a letter addressed to the program planner and the principal requesting placement in an honors
course outlining reasons for consideration.
--Student will supply work samples/portfolio and attach these documents to letter.
--Student and parent will participate in a conference scheduled with the Assistant Principal for Curriculum, Guidance
Counselor, teacher of record for the honors’ course, and/or present teacher to review above information and make a
course determination.

Requirements for students wishing to maintain enrollment in an honors course are as follows:

Students must maintain a “C” average in each honors course.

At the end of the first quarter, if the student’s grade is below a “C,” the student will be placed on academic
probation for that honors course for the next marking period. Student, parent, Guidance Counselor, and/or teacher
may call a conference at this time to determine an intervention/monitoring plan during academic probation.

If placed on probation, the student must raise the grade to at least a “C” by the end of the probationary quarter
to remain in the class. If a grade of “C” is not attained, the guidance department will consider a schedule change and
the student may be removed from the honors course.
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Dual Enrollment & Early Admissions
Dual Enrollment
The dual enrollment program is designed to expand the learning opportunities for qualified students.
Qualified students who wish to enroll in college level or technical courses and who need the credits to meet
high school graduation requirements may enroll in approved postsecondary courses. These courses are taught
as part of the high school curriculum and follow the curricular guidelines established by the high school,
Charlotte Technical Center, and Florida Southwestern State College. The number of credits a student may
earn is determined by the college. Students must meet enrollment criteria specific to each dual enrollment
course, and upon successful completion of each course will receive both high school and post-secondary
credit through Charlotte Technical Center or Florida Southwestern State College. Students dually enrolled in
the regular school year are exempt from tuition, fees, and textbook costs.
Criteria for Dual Enrollment at Florida Southwestern State College includes the following:
➢ The student is enrolled in Port Charlotte High School
➢ The principal, parent/guardian, and superintendent (or designee) have given prior
approval for the student to participate
➢ The student has passed all sections of the Florida Standards Assessment (FSA) or FCAT 2.0
➢ The student is a junior or senior with a 3.0 cumulative un-weighted grade
point average
➢ The student applies all credits to high school graduation requirements
➢ The student must have completed one of the following tests and have an entry level test score appropriate
for college level instruction prior to enrollment: American College Testing Program (ACT), Florida College
Entrance Level Placement Test (FCELPT), Florida Postsecondary Education Readiness Test (PERT), or
Scholastic Assessment Test (SAT-I)
➢ Dual enrollment courses will be graded using the college standards for grading. The dual enrollment grade
will be reported the same for high school report card and college transcript
➢ All instructional materials are the property of the Charlotte County Public Schools. The student is
responsible for returning the materials to the home school principal or his/her administrative designee.
Materials should be returned in the same condition as when initially issued to the student.
Early Admission Under Dual Enrollment:
Early admission as a type of dual enrollment is available to juniors and/or seniors who wish to spend their
senior year on the campus of a postsecondary institution with which CCPS has an articulation agreement.
Currently this type of enrollment is open to students attending either Florida Southwestern State College,
State College of Florida Manatee, or Florida Gulf Coast University. Students who wish to participate in this
must meet the criteria set forth in the articulation agreements. These students maintain their enrollment at
their home high schools
and are still considered to be part of the high school graduating class.
College Early Admission Not Included Under Dual Enrollment:
The Early Admission Program is designed as an alternative plan for graduation for those seniors who have
demonstrated through academic achievement and maturity the required ability and motivation to succeed in
such an accelerated program. A senior who meets the established requirements for the Early Admission
Program may be admitted to the early admission program of any college or university in lieu of completing
his/her senior year at high school. In order to be recommended for this program, a student must meet the
following requirements:
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Have completed the credit and course requirement to be classified as a senior as outlined in the Student
Progression Plan
Be a senior with a 3.0 or higher cumulative un-weighted grade point average
Apply all credits to high school graduation requirements
Have passed the Florida Standards Assessment or FCAT 2.0
Have completed one of the following entry level tests and have an entry level test score appropriate for
college level instruction prior to enrollment: ACT, FCELPT, or SAT-I;
Acceptance from a postsecondary institution
Be recommended by the principal.
The student will receive a high school diploma at the end of the senior/first college year if the student has
done the following:
Completed and received such credits as required and approved by the principal to meet equivalent course
requirements for high school graduation
Maintained at least a “C” average.

The following rules apply to the relationship between the home high school and a student who is in a College
Early Admissions Program Not Under Dual Enrollment:
• Will no longer be considered a high school student
• May participate in graduation, but will not be eligible to be honored as a National Honor
Society member
• Will not receive recognition as a summa, magna, or cum laude graduate
• May contact his/her home high school guidance counselor to obtain scholarship information and
assistance.
College Credit in Escrow
If a student enrolls in a college course after regular school hours or during summer break, the cost of such
course work is the obligation of the student. Such course work does not count toward fulfilling graduation
requirements unless the principal has given written, prior approval. The college may award credit in escrow
for these courses.
Florida Southwestern State College On-line Classes
Students who wish to accelerate their learning and who wish to earn dual enrollment college credit are
encouraged to take Florida Southwestern State College courses on-line. Students must have the required GPA
and SAT/ACT/PERT or CPT scores to enroll in on-line dual enrollment courses. A computer lab will be
available on campus for a period each instructional day for the students to access the on-line dual enrollment
courses.
Criteria for Charlotte Technical Center (CTC) Dual Enrollment includes the following:
➢ The selection of candidates for the dual enrollment program at CTC is based upon established CTC dual
enrollment criteria
➢ Students who are selected will be required to attend an orientation with their parent/guardian. The students
will be assigned a date to take the Test of Adult Basic Education (T.A.B.E.) and must pass the test prior to
the following year
➢ The students remain enrolled at their “home” high school and are allowed to participate in high school
activities
➢ Diplomas are awarded by the home high school
➢ Students earn their academic credits at the home school and elective credits from
CTC through technical training programs.
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CHARLOTTE TECHNICAL CENTER
CAREER DUAL ENROLLMENT

The Mission of Charlotte Technical Center is to provide an effective, innovative technical education
preparing students to enter, advance and succeed in the workplace.
What is career dual enrollment?
Career Dual Enrollment is an option for high school students to enroll in postsecondary courses creditable toward both
high school graduation and a career and technical program certificate. Students receive one additional quality point on
their weighted GPA for every course taken within the program that is competed with a grade of “C” or better. Students
enrolled in career-dual enrollment are placed into a post-secondary program number whereby students are able to earn
articulated college credit toward AAS/AS degrees in state colleges.
What is the difference between career dual enrollment and co-enrollment?
Co-enrollment does not always allow for articulated college credit into AAS/AS degree programs at state universities.
Students are able to earn college credit based on earned certifications through the program.
When can a student begin the Career Dual Enrollment Process?
Students can enroll at the beginning of their junior year (minimum of 16 years old). Students that enroll in their senior
year may not be able to complete a program as a high school student without attending their senior year for an entire
day at CTC. There is an opportunity to complete as an adult; however, tuition fees may apply.
What are the entry requirements to be Career Dual Enrolled?
Career Dual Enrollment entry requirements are met when:
 A student has completed a minimum of 11 high school credits
 A student has met the minimum 2.0 unweighted grade point average or 3.0 for Practical Nursing
 A student has met all state testing graduation requirements
 A student has been recommended by guidance counselor
 A student has no more than 9 absences per semester as established by Code of Conduct.
What are the expectations to maintain Career Dual Enrollment?
 A student maintains an academic average of 73%.
 A student may not miss more than 5% of the total clock hours of the course and/or the program accumulative.
NOTE: Students in dual-enrolled courses must satisfy the clock hour requirement for the course and the academic
standards associated with all post-secondary coursework. Failure to comply may result in dismissal from the program.
Is transportation provided?
Bus transportation is provided for students who attend CHS and LBHS for the AM and PM sessions. Students who plan
to stay an entire day at CTC may ride the bus from their home school in the AM and will be transported home from
CTC in the afternoon. Students from PCHS walk to and from CTE; all PM students are provided transportation home
from CTC. Parking passes are available for a cost of $10.00 per year if students choose to drive. Students are
responsible for their own transportation in any programs that require them to be off campus such as clinicals,
externships and internships.
How do I apply and how are students selected?
High school students are encouraged to work with their high school Guidance Counselors to apply for CTC programs.
Students will complete the CTC application to request the program during the scheduled registration period at the
home high school. Before applying for a CTC program, we encourage students/parents to attend an information night
and review the programs on our website at www.charlottetechcenter.net or contact our Career Specialist, Barbara
McCauley at (941) 255-7500, ext. 179. Dates for our information nights can be found on the home page of the CTC
website.
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Are there any fees associated with my selected program?
There is no cost to high school students for tuition, textbooks, or industry certification testing. Students are responsible
for uniform costs, required background checks and all health requirements for health science programs. Lab fees are
associated with some programs. Please visit our website at www.charlottetechcenter.com for a cost sheet.
Can I earn college credit and high school credit?
Some programs allow students to earn college credit through the Gold Seal Articulated Industry Certifications AND/OR
by completing a program as a career dual enrolled student. See statewide articulated credits from PSAV to AAS or AS
degree programs.
Students earn (3) high school elective credits per year if enrolled in a session. Students enrolled in a full day program
are eligible to earn more than 3 credits per year.
What times are classes at CTC?
Students attend CTC as part of their normal school day during one of four session times:
AM: 7:45 – 9:25
MID-DAY 10:00 – 11:40
PM: 12:45 – 2:25
FULL DAY: 7:45 – 2:25
NOTE: Full day registration is for seniors only and may require students to complete graduation requirements through
Charlotte Virtual School. Students attending a full day will be enrolled in career dual enrolled course numbers to
maximize the opportunity to complete the entire program free of tuition.
How do I get more information?
Please contact Barbara McCauley, Career Specialist, at 941-255-7500, ext. 179 or at
Barbara.McCauley@yourcharlotteschools.net. Please visit our website at www.charlottetechcenter.net to browse
program offerings and learn more about costs associated with all programs.
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CHARLOTTE TECHNICAL CENTER
STATEWIDE ARTICULATIONS FROM PSAV TO AAS/AS DEGREE PROGRAMS
GOLD STANDARD CAREER PATHWAYS ARTICULATION AGREEMENTS OF INDUSTRY CERTIFICATION TO AAS/AS DEGREE

2016-2017
CTC PROGRAM

PSAV OR
Secondary
PROGRAM #

INDUSTRY
CERTIFICATION

Automotive
Service
Technology

I470608

ASE Automobile
Technician
Certification
(A1 – A7)

Automotive
Maintenance &
Light Repair

9504100

FADA Certified
Technician
NAISE011(G1)

Administrative
Office Specialist

B070330

Adobe Creative
Cloud
ADOBE022
Accredited Legal
Secretary
TAFLP001
Certified
Medical
Administrative
Asst.
NATHA003

Baking and
Pastry

N100600

IFSEA001
Certified Food
Assoc.

GOLD
STANDARD
Industry Cert.
to AAS/AS
N/A

NAISE076(G1)
3 credits
Automotive
Service
Technology
ADOBE010
Dreamweaver
3 cedits
Toward AAS/AS
in Internet
Services
Technology
MICRO069
3 credits
toward AAS/AS
degree in
Administrative
Office
Technology
INTUT001
3 credits
Toward AS in
Accounting
Technology
NRAEF003
3 credits
Culinary
Management
OR Restaurant
Management

STATEWIDE/LOCAL
ARTICULATION
(PSAV to AAS/AS)
Up to 19 credits
towards an AAS/AS
Degree in
Automotive Service
Technology
N/A

Up to 18 credits
towards an AAS/AS
Degree in Office
Administration
Up to 6 credits
toward the following
AS programs at FSW:
Accounting
Technology
Business
Administration &
Management
Paralegal Studies
Degree

N/A
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Business
Management
Analysis

8301100

Adobe Creative
Cloud
ADOBE022

ADOBE010
Dreamweaver
3 credits
Toward AAS/AS
in Internet
Services
Technology
MICRO069
3 credits
toward AAS/AS
degree in
Administrative
Office
Technology
INTUT001
3 credits
Toward AS in
Accounting
Technology
N/A

N/A

Charlotte
Aerospace
Institute (ERAU)
Aerospace
Technologies

8600080

USINS001
Small UAS Safety
Certification
FEDAA013
3 credits
Professional
Pilot Technology

Certified
Nursing
Assistant
(Articulated)
Charlotte
Aerospace
Institute (ERAU)
Aviation
General
Maintenance

H170690

FDMQA002
Certified Nursing
Assistant

N/A

N/A

8715100
8715200

N/A

N/A

Building
Construction
Technologies

I460401 or
8720300

N/A

NCEER008
3 credits
Construction
Technology
NCEER 005
3 credits

Students can earn
up to 12 credits with
Embry-Riddle which
satisfies their
general
requirements for the
FAA certification
Up to 3 college
credits in Building
Construction
Management

Up to 17 credits at
Embry-Riddle
Aeronautical
University

104

Carpentry –
Level 1
Secondary
NRAEF003
3 credits
Certified Food
Protection
Manager

Commercial
Foods &
Culinary Arts

N100500 or
8800550

N/A

Up to 24 credits
towards AAS/AS
degree in Culinary
Management (from
accredited ACF
program)
Up to 15 credits
towards AAS/AS
degree in Culinary
Management (nonaccredited program)
with portfolio of
competencies.
Up to 9 credits
toward AAS/AS
degree in Computer
Engineering
Technology if
program completer.

Computer
Systems &
Information
Technology

Y100200 or
9001200

N/A

COMPT008
3 credits
Security +
COMPT006
6 credits
Network +
COMPT001
9 credits
A+ Certification
Toward AAS/AS
degree in
Computer
Engineering
Technology

Cosmetology

D500100 or
8905100

N/A

N/A

Criminal Justice
Operations

8918000

N/A

Up to 3 credits from
FSW upon
completion of CJ
Operations 1 - 3

Dental Aide

8417140

Florida Board of
Health Licensed
Cosmetologist
This course will
prepare
students to take
the FBAT test
upon
completion.
(must be 18 )
Students who
complete 3
credits in Dental
Aide will

N/A

N/A
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articulate into
OCP C for Dental
Assisting ATD
N/A

Dental Assisting
Technology &
Management
(ATD)

H170113

Digital Design

8209600

ADOBE022
(ACA)
Photoshop
(Creative Cloud)
ADOBE020
(ACA –
Illustrator)
ADOBE021
(ACA – InDesign)
ADOBE018
(ACA – Premiere
Pro)

Early Childhood
Education

E300100
8405100

ECPC Early
Childhood
Professional
Certificate

Emergency
Medical
Responder

8417170

Emergency
Medical
Technician
(ATD)

W170208

IEMSR001
Emergency
Medical
Responder
N/A

EMT/Firefighter
combined

P430215

FLSFM005
Firefighter I

DANBD001
Certified Dental
Assisting (CDA)
5 credits into
Dental Assisting
Technology &
Management
ADOBE010
Dreamweaver
3 cedits
Toward AAS/AS
in Internet
Services
Technology
MICRO069
3 credits
toward AAS/AS
degree in
Administrative
Office
Technology

Up to 50 credits into
AAS/AS Degree into
Dental Assisting
Technology &
Management

CPREC001
(CDA)
9 credits
toward Early
Childhood
Education AS
degree
N/A

Up to 9 credit hours
toward degree in
Early Childhood
Education

NREMT001
9 credits
toward AAS/AS
degree in
Emergency
Medical
Services
NREMT001

Up to 11 credits
toward AAS/AS
degree in Emergency
Medical Services

N/A

N/A

Up to 3 credits
toward AAS/AS
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Game
Simulation
Animation &
Design

8208100
B082100

N/A

Game
Simulation
Animation &
Programming

8208300
B082300

N/A

Health &
Wellness

8417000

NASME001

9 credits
toward AAS/AS
degree in
Emergency
Medical
Services
ADOBE011
(ACA-Flash)
3 credits
toward AAS/AS
degree in
Internet
Services
Technology
ADOBE022
(ACA –
Photoshop
creative cloud)
3 credits
toward AAS/AS
degree in
Internet
Services
Technology
ADOBE011
(ACA-Flash)
3 credits
toward AAS/AS
degree in
Internet
Services
Technology
ADOBE022
3 credits
(ACA –
Photoshop
creative cloud)
3 credits
toward AAS/AS
degree in
Internet
Services
Technology
N/A

degree in Fire
Science Technology

N/A

N/A

N/A
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Network
Support
Systems

Phlebotomy

B078000

H170302

NASM Certified
Personal Trainer
N/A

N/A

CISCO004 Cisco
Certified
Network
Associate
(CCNA)
12 credits
toward AAS/AS
degree in
Computer
Engineering
Technology OR
Network
Services
Technology
CISCO011
(CCNA Security)
3 credits
toward AAS/AS
degree in
Computer
Engineering
Technology OR
IT Security OR
Networking
Services
Technology

AMSPT002
Certified
Phlebotomy
Technician
1 credit toward
Medical
Laboratory
Technician

Up to 9 credits
towards AAS/AS
degree in Computer
Engineering
Technology AND/OR
up to 9 credits
toward AAS/AS
degree in Network
Services Technology.
Additional credits
available for Cisco
Networking and
Security +
Up to 12 credits
awarded from FSW
for completing
B078000 and
enrolling in AS
Networking Services
Technology/Network
Systems Technology

N/A
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Practical
Nursing

H170605

N/A

Patient Care
Assistant

H170692

FDMQA002
Certified Nursing
Assistant

FDMQA017
Licensed
Practical Nurse
10 credits
toward RN
degree in
Nursing
N/A

Up to 10 credits
toward AAS/AS
program in RN.

N/A
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Virtual School Opportunities
Charlotte Virtual School (CVS) serves all Charlotte County Students
Full-time CVS students (grades K-12)
Home school CVS students
Private school part time CVS students
Public school part time CVS students
CVS is an Internet-based school that is a franchise of Florida Virtual School. The courses offered are based
upon the state standards and provide Florida’s students with an alternative way to earn credits for high school
graduation. For more information, go to our District CVS website at:
http://www.charlottetechcenter.net/charlotte-virtual-school.html
Full-time CVS Students (Grades K-12)
CVS offers a full-time enrollment option for students in grades K-12. CVS serves as Charlotte County’s
virtual instruction program and satisfies the requirements set forth in Florida Statute. Full-time CVS students
are registered as public school students, take part in Florida Standards Assessments, FCAT, and other district
testing, and have the opportunity to earn a standard Charlotte County diploma. CVS partners with Florida
Virtual School for middle and high school curriculum. It is important to know that CVS offers high school
diplomas to
students registered in our full-time program only.
As stipulated by the Florida K-20 Education Code parents or legal guardians have the right to choose online
(virtual) educational options for the children (Fla. Stat. 1002.20(6)). The School Board shall provide
Charlotte County Schools’ students with access to enroll in virtual courses and award credit for successful
completion of such courses. The student’s full-time school may not deny access to a student choosing
enrollment in an online provider as long as the enrollment meets statutory and district/school scheduling
policies. Access may be available to students during the normal school day. Students may not be placed in
the same course concurrently at a district school and virtual school.
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Charlotte County Virtual School (CVS)
Charlotte Virtual Withdrawal Procedures
Grace Period- this is the first 28 days the student is enrolled in the course. If the student is not on pace or
demonstrating academic success in the course during the grace period, they will be Withdrawn. Withdraw
(code W)
Once a student completes more than 50% of a course, the course will be reflected on the students transcript
Students must pass the segment exam in order to pass the class
A student must be enrolled in a class for a minimum of 14 days in order to be awarded credit, 28 days for
Personal Fitness and HOPE
Virtual Withdraw Codes:
W- Withdrawn- Student withdrawn during the grace period- no credit awarded
WF-Withdrawn Failing- Student withdraws past the grace period with a failing grade at the time of
withdrawal, no credit awarded (less than 50% complete in the course)
WP- Withdrawn Passing- Student withdraws past the grace period with a passing grade at the time of
withdrawal, no credit awarded (less than 50% complete in the course)
Florida Virtual School
Florida Virtual School is an Internet-based high school funded by the Florida legislature. The courses offered
are based upon the state standards and provide Florida’s students with an alternative way to earn credits for
high school graduation. A major characteristic of this system is the expectation that students assume full
responsibility for learning by locating, evaluation and using a wide range of resources. It is therefore most
suited to students who are self-motivated, committed, and fully matured, independent learners.
Requirements for Registration
• The student must be recommended by his/her high school counselor and principal (or designee). School
representatives reserve the option to deny a request based on academic or behavioral
record which indicates that the student would not be best served by this.
• Students can register online at www.flvs.net. This registration will not be confirmed until Florida Virtual
School personnel have evidence that permission has been secured
• Admissions are limited and students may be placed on a “wait” list for the next available placement.
Registration is an ongoing process.

111

PCHS Registration Process
What is your career goal? What do you plan to be doing 10 years from now? What education and
training will be necessary for you to realize your dreams? Have you identified a pathway to achieve
your career goal? How should your career interests affect your future course selections? How do
you Chart a Course for Success in your future? Port Charlotte High School provides numerous
opportunities for students to Chart a Course for Success. Students are encouraged to consider their
interests, aptitudes and to evaluate their options. The opportunities are there; the choices are the
student's responsibility!

Each spring, Port Charlotte High School begins the registration process for the following academic
year. Every effort is made to offer courses which are listed in the Career Planning Guide. Staff
changes, enrollment patterns, and other concerns may mean that not every course listed will actually
be taught during the forthcoming academic year. Students are encouraged to speak to their guidance
counselor to verify if a specific course they are interested in taking will be offered in the master
schedule for that school year. In addition, changes in the FDOE’s Course Code Directory could result
in adjustments to course codes and course descriptions.
During pre-registration, teachers and counselors review course offerings with students and allow
time for discussion of course selections. Each student receives registration materials which include:
Career Planning Guide, transcript summary and pre-registration worksheet.
When choosing electives, students must select alternates in case a particular course is full or is not
offered a particular period. Students should make every effort to enroll in the recommended
electives for their individual career cluster. Long range planning is strongly encouraged.
Underclassmen should anticipate their future enrollment in Advanced Placement and/or Dual
Enrollment through articulation agreements with Florida Southwestern State College, the Charlotte
Technical Center, and FGCU. Students are held accountable to plan their schedules accordingly.
Many courses require certain pre-requisite courses or qualifications. Before registering for a dual
enrollment course (either through Florida Southwestern State College, FGCU or the Charlotte
112

Technical Center), a student must have a qualifying standardized test score on file and must submit
an application prior to the scheduling process. Students must be sure to examine individual
descriptions for pre-requisites and other information. Students who are enrolling in courses
requiring such pre-requisites (re: recommendations, interviews, essays, specific test scores, or
auditions), must have already fulfilled these requirements prior to July 1st

Schedule Change Policies
Students must give careful consideration to their course selections. The courses students include
on their registration worksheet (including alternate choices) are the courses the student will receive
whenever possible. When students report on the first day of school and receive their "official" class
schedules reflecting teacher and room assignments, they will be expected to follow these schedules
for the entire year. Counselors will change schedules when the student has a priority need such as
the lack of a prerequisite, a scheduled course that was successfully completed during a credit
retrieval program or by correspondence, or missing courses required for graduation. If a student
has been scheduled into a class taught by a teacher with whom the student has previously failed,
the counselors will attempt to place the student with a different teacher upon request, if possible.
During the first week of the semester, priority requests to drop a course will be handled through
the guidance office. During this time period, a student may transfer to another course if he/she
meets the criteria for a schedule change. Students enrolled in an AP course, dual enrollment
course, or honors course who are not working at a successful performance level may drop the class
at the end of the first nine weeks, but only after consultation with the teacher, parent, and
counselor in conference. **Students enrolled in a dual enrollment course face different drop periods
to align with the college/university’s drop period.
When can a student drop a course they are enrolled in, and then enroll in an identical course
from a virtual school provider (FLVS and/or CVS)?
Students may discontinue a year-long course they are enrolled in at a school, and then enroll in a
virtual course at a natural break (Semester/quarter). The student is expected to complete the
semester in which they are currently enrolled prior to moving to another course. These course
decision are treated the same as other course changes at the school site. Requests for a schedule
change by the student should be placed with the guidance counselor of the school. The final
decision regarding the timing and purpose of an individual schedule change rests with the school
principal. Any student who has not yet achieved the Digital Learning Bill graduation
requirement (completion of one online course) by the end of 10th grade will be automatically
registered in an online course during the school day during their 11th grade year. Students are
highly encouraged to meet this graduation requirement during middle school, the summer months
prior to entering high school, or during their 9th or 10th grade school year. Approved driver’s
education online courses will meet this graduation requirement as well as Charlotte Virtual School
and Florida Virtual School course offerings. Students are required to notify their guidance
counselor prior to registering for a CVS or FLVS course. Schedule changes will NOT be made at any
time for a student wanting a different teacher or period. Registration for a course indicates the student makes
a commitment to that academic area for the duration of the course. Students will not be permitted to
drop a class.
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Florida Bright Futures Scholarship Program

This program establishes a lottery-funded scholarship to reward any Florida high school graduate
who merits recognition for high academic achievement and who enrolls in an eligible Florida
public or private postsecondary institution within three years of high school graduation. The
awards are the following:




Florida Academic Scholars Award
Florida Medallion Scholars Award
Gold Seal Vocational Scholars Award
The eligibility requirements vary for each scholarship. Requirements include, but are not limited
to, certain course requirements, volunteer hours, and a minimum grade point average. Detailed
information about these programs may be obtained in the guidance office or on the Bright Futures
website: http://www.floridastudentfinancialaid.org/SSFAD/bf/

The Port Charlotte High School Guidance Department STRONGLY encourages
students to visit their guidance counselor frequently regarding their status in any
one of the Florida Bright Futures Scholarship Award Programs. Individual
guidance will be provided as well as information on a variety of resources
students and parents should access regarding Florida Bright Futures.
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