Liberty Elementary

May 2019

Liberty Patriot Stars
Liberty Leaders
are changing the world!
May
21—Annual Talent Show
23—SAC/PTO @ 5:30pm
27—Memorial Day—No School
30—Fifth Grade Kickball Game
31—Last Day of School

FSA
TESTING DATES
FOR MAY
May 1st and 2nd
4th and 5th Grade ELA
May 7th & 8th
3rd, 4th, and 5th Grade
Math
May 9th & 10th ~ 5th Grade
Science

Dear Parents, Students and Staff,
We are near the end of another year of
working together. A great deal of progress
has occurred this year. We have worked
hard to provide personalized instruction
for each student, we have strengthened
our knowledge of the standards in every
area and we have continued to focus
on providing engaging activities for our
families.
As we work together, we know we
will accomplish a great deal more. We
want you to know how much we enjoyed
working with each of you and how much
we appreciate your support.

We hope that you have a safe and
enjoyable summer. If you need any
assistance, please do not hesitate to call us.
Our office number is 941-255-7515.
Sincerely,
Mrs. Brown and Mrs. Whaley
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In September of 2005, on the first day of school, Martha Cothren, a History teacher at Robinson High School
in Little Rock, did something not to be forgotten. On the first day of school, with the permission of the school
superintendent, the principal and the building supervisor, she removed all of the desks in her classroom.
When the first period kids entered the room they discovered that there were no desks.
'
Ms. Cothren, where are our desks?'

She replied, 'You can't have a desk until you tell me how you earn the right to sit at a desk.'
They thought, 'Well, maybe it's our grades.' 'No,' she said.
'Maybe it's our behavior.' She told them, 'No, it's not even your behavior.'
And so, they came and went, the first period, second period, third period. Still no desks in the classroom.
Kids called their parents to tell them what was happening and by early afternoon television news crews had
started gathering at the school to report about this crazy teacher who had taken all the desks out of her
room.
The final period of the day came and as the puzzled students found seats on the floor of the desk-less
classroom. Martha Cothren said, 'Throughout the day no one has been able to tell me just what he or she has
done to earn the right to sit at the desks that are ordinarily found in this classroom. Now I am going to tell
you.'
At this point, Martha Cothren went over to the door of her classroom and opened it. Twenty-seven (27) U.S.
Veterans, all in uniform, walked into that classroom, each one carrying a school desk. The Vets began placing
the school desks in rows, and then they would walk over and stand alongside the wall. By the time the last
soldier had set the final desk in place those kids started to understand, perhaps for the first time in their
lives, just how the right to sit at those desks had been earned.
Martha said, 'You didn't earn the right to sit at these desks. These
heroes did it for you. They placed the desks here for you. They went
halfway around the world, giving up their education and interrupting
their careers and families so you could have the freedom you have.
Now, it's up to you to sit in them. It is your responsibility to learn, to
be good students, to be good citizens. They paid the price so that you
could have the freedom to get an education. Don't ever forget it.'
By the way, this is a true story. And this teacher was awarded the
Veterans of Foreign Wars Teacher of the Year for the State of
Arkansas in 2006. She is the daughter of a WWII POW.
Let us always remember the men and women of our military and the
rights they have won for us.
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Family
Reading
Experience
Girls on the Run honors its core values. We strive to:



Thank you so much Liberty
families for bringing your children
to the Family Reading Experience
this year. It was wonderful to see
of the “regulars” that have been
coming for years and I loved
meeting so many new families as
well!
All books need to be returned
by May 9th. Please help your
child find and return any books
they may have in their backpack,
bedroom, car, etc. I certainly
appreciate your help locating
missing books to the have them
available for check-out in the Fall.
Remember to continue to
read over the summer and I look
forward to seeing you in August!
Ms. McGill





Recognize our power and responsibility to be intentional in our
decision making
Embrace our differences and find strength in our connectedness
Express joy, optimism and gratitude through our words, thoughts
and actions
Nurture our physical, emotional and spiritual health
Lead with an open heart and assume positive intent
Stand up for ourselves and others
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SECOND GRADE
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E TAKES A DIVE!
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4H came to second grade and read a story. Students
tasted four different kinds of popcorn, then
completed a bar graph and a pictograph.
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Aristotle once said,
“The whole is greater than the sum of it’s parts.”
At Liberty we say,
“The whole is greater only because of it’s parts.”

Thank you for all you do
in making us whole!

Jeanette Burke

