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Adjusting to School in 2020

Dear Meadow Park Family,

the principal at Meadow Park Elementary and feel so privileged to be part of the MPE family. It is hard to
imagine that the first quarter of the 2020/21 school year is behind us. Our teachers are working diligently
each and every day to ensure our students are learning and growing and becoming model citizens and
leaders. This school year has definitely brought us challenges as the world and our school community
continue to deal with Covid-19. I am proud of our students, staff, and teachers as they have adapted quite
o Covid-19. The local health department
and school district continue to work with one another to address the virus. As we advance through the
As a school, we will continue to do all we can to ensure our students and staff are safe. At the same time,
and every day is to do just that.
Families, please take time and read about the wonderful events going on at MPE. We will continue to
communicate with families utilizing School Messenger, Remind, Facebook, and our school website. This year
looks quite different in terms of school and family involvement than in years past. The Title I Family Reading
Center is still closed for families, but we are allowing students to take home books on a daily basis. If we do
have a school function or activity, it will more than likely be held virtually. As I mentioned before, if safety
g together is so powerful! I
know this year has brought many challenges for all of us, yet our students continue to shine each day!
Sincerely,
Matt Loge, Principal
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KINDERGARTEN

FALL(ing) into a New Year
Kindergarten students have been busy
learning our school and class routines
and rules. In October, the Kindergarten
classes participated in Pumpkin
Exploration activities in which we learned
all kinds of neat things about pumpkins.
We practiced STEM skills like estimating,
weighing, and counting and used our five
senses to learn what we liked and did not
like about pumpkins. We had so much fun!

THE GATOR
GAZETTE
GOING BATTY WITH
NEW PROCEDURES
FUN IN FIRST GRADE

First grade students have been working hard academically while
also getting used to new safety protocols set by the school
board. The first grade team is so proud of how the students
have adjusted and followed the new procedures, especially the
wearing of masks each day.

Students began the year taking STAR tests for reading and
math and have been working through lessons on Freckle. This
program replaced i-Ready for this school year and seem to be a
big hit with the children, especially since we are 1:1 with
Chromebooks, meaning each child has their own computer!

nd

2

Grade

2nd Grade is off to a great start this year. Students
have been working hard at learning new rules and
routines. Students are reading the books
by Marcia Brown,
by Heather
Forest and
by Eric Kimmel. Students
will compare and contrast the similarities and
differences in these two stories and enjoy a special
treat after this book
what the students thought of their own

First graders have been learning through thematic units in
reading and science. In October, first grade classrooms
transformed into Bat Caves. Students brought in flashlights and
listened to the noises bats make after learning about their life
cycle and basic needs.

We ended the first quarter learning
about pumpkin life cycles. Students were
able to scoop out and count the seeds
in a jack-o-lantern. They also tasted
quite a few pumpkin items like seeds,
pumpkin rolls, & pumpkin bread. We love
when getting messy involves learning!
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FLYing Through Quarter 1
Third Grade

Third Grade has been busy in Quarter 1. We have been learning good reader skills like; going back and using
text evidence to support our answer, underlining important information, and rereading. In Math we have been
learning how to round numbers, how add and subtract 3-digit numbers and multiplication and division. We have
already learned so much. We are looking forward to learning many new things in Quarter 2
.

CCPS Superintendent Steve
Dionisio stopped by to read a

Third graders are making postcards that will be delivered
ay to thank them for their
service. We appreciate all of the Veterans out there!
Thank you!

Due to COVID-19, Meadow Park was not able
to do our Annual Storybook Character
Parade that we have done for so many
years. We were sad to have to cancel it,
but many classrooms still participated
somehow for students. Third grade
teachers dressed up as butterflies.

Fourth Grade
Fourth grade has been very busy adjusting to our new classrooms with all of our many changes!! We
have learned all of our classroom rules, procedures and schedules and are making new friends
every day. We had our first READ DAY, celebrating those fourth graders who met or exceeded 100%
of their AR goal and we are on our way to meeting our goals for the second quarter!! We are
reading Sunshine State books, earning lanyards, and becoming better and stronger readers. In math
we are working on memorizing our multiplication facts because we are building on our skills every
day!! We are learning new writing, reading and math strategies and showing our GRIT when things get
tough!! We look forward to seeing what second quarter brings with our new reading goals because
setting goals and working hard to meet our goals is what makes us truly strong learners!!
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5th grades have been hard at work here at MPE! Your
teachers have spent many hours working together to
form fun and innovative science activities to help keep
students engaged, learning, and having fun! When
several students were asked what their favorite STEM
activity was so far it was a unanimous answer, oobleck!
Hands on science experiments are a wonderful way for
students to incorporate their textbook reading into a fun
and interactive experience. Experiments have included
separate mixtures, and understanding the differences
between chemical and physical reactions. We look
forward to doing more experiments next quarter to help
cement the understanding of science!

Hello great gators,
I hope the school year is off to a great start for you and your family. This year, our teachers are focused on helping your
student develop literacy proficiency. All of our amazing teachers have completed numerous hours of guided reading training
which will help them customize their reading instruction for each student in their class.
Parents, you can help at home by making time to read as a family every night. You can also engage your student(s) in
conversations that center around important comprehension skills. Perhaps your family has a TV show you enjoy watching
together. You can discuss problem/solution, character traits, retelling of a story, as well as lessons and morals. Consider
does _____ show? What is the problem in this episode? How is
Creating opportunities to practice and deepen comprehension strategies around the activities you already enjoy as a family
will help your gator develop important skills to process new literary texts at school.
Mrs. Jaekel
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ONLINE BOOK FAIR SPIRIT WEEK

Paws for a Great Book!
In addition to the virtual book fair, we are collecting coins every day
from Nov. 16th-20th to support the local Animal Welfare League. Please

Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday

Wear your cat or dog ears.
Wear a cat or dog shirt.
Teacher read aloud from your favorite cat or dog story
Bring a small stuffed cat or dog to school as a reading
buddy.
Wear your green and yellow.

The online book fair is open until Nov. 22nd.
You can find the link on the MPE webpage
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Internet Safety
Shared by School Resource Officer Deputy Brese
Across the nation, schools have seen an increase in negative student behavior as a result of
messages written using electronic technology that are posted to popular social networking
websites. Many sites contain instant messaging components that allow students to chat with other
students and strangers. Please note that most of these sites require that children be a minimum of
13 years of age to sign up for an account.

artists. Some children use the sites to participate in online bullying or to threaten harm to other
children. The sostly children between the ages of 9 and 14, use the
anonymity of the Web to hurt others without witnessing the consequences. Children who are bullied
online sometimes do not report these occurrences for fear that they will be barred from using the
Internet.
There is an increasing number of instances of adults posing as children and gaining access to
innocent children. In some cases, these contacts have led to tragedy. Some unsuspecting children
post enough personal information that predators are able to l
addresses, thereby becoming easy targets for predators. Children of all ages can become a target
to a predator. With an increasing number of younger children receiving electronic devices with
Internet capability, the age of victimization is decreasing. The popular kid apps such as Kik®
messenger, Snapchat, and TikTok® have become a common place for on-line predators.
Parents should be aware of what their children are writing on the Internet and what others are
posting in reply. These websites are public domain, and anything posted there can be seen by anyone
who has Internet access. Although most of what is written is not immoral, offensive, or illegal, some
of it is. If you choose to do so, you may investigate the site by personally logging onto the site. Users
may register and join the site by using an e-mail address. Once you have registered, you can search
by name and e-mail address to see if your child is registered. You can narrow the search results by
entering the name of your city. You will be able to view the kinds of personal information, messages,
diaries, and photographs that students post to this website.
Helpful Tips and Resources
We encourage you to talk with your son or daughter about the potential danger of the Internet. Ask
if they have a social media account, or visit similar websites. If your child is using such a site with
your permission, you may want to review his or her profile to ensure that no personal or
identifiable information has been posted.
We also encourage you to establish rules and guidelines to ensure the safety of your child while on
the Internet. Some websites offer parental or family guidance for Internet safety; for example,
SafeKids.com, http://www.safekids.com, or the Florida Attorney General Office provides parents
with a variety of safety resources, www.safeflorida.net .
The Charlotte County Sheriff's Office Juvenile Unit will continue to provide Internet Safety
Education within our schools. It is important that parents also monitor Internet use at home. By
working together as a community, we can keep our children safe
Thank you for your continued support.
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