Murdock Middle School
17325 Mariner Way, Port Charlotte, FL 33948
Phone: 941.255.7525

Fax: 941.255.7533

N E W S L E T T E R

DID YOU
KNOW?


We have a full
offering of clubs
and intramurals
for our students?



We have digital
classrooms?



We had a schoolwide ceremony to
honor Parkland?
(See page 9)



We select students every month
for “Students of
the Month”?
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Principal’s Letter
Dear Parent/Guardian:
This will be my final letter as I close out my tenure as school principal at Murdock Middle. We
are now in the last month of the school year,
and this edition will focus on some very important information and reminders as we complete a very busy 2017-18 year. Our
biggest challenge now is making sure
our students and families focus their
efforts on school grades, attendance,
and safety.
The quality of student grades are determined by the effort and attitude
exhibited by our kids. Please remind your child
the importance of reviewing and completing
their work on a daily basis. We continue to encourage our parents to take an active role by

April Student Data
Average Daily Attendance - 94%

Attendance Line: 941.255.7531
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monitoring the student planner and reviewing grades through Parent Portal (Focus).
Our students should contribute to their own
academic instruction by participating in classroom discussion and the completion of their
assignments. Remember, promotion to the
next grade level is determined on the number of credits earned in each academic core
class. If you are not sure of your child’s grade
-level status, I would recommend you contact
one of our guidance counselors.
Attendance is a critical component to any person’s academic
or professional goal in life.
This is so true when it comes
to a child’s education. Our
students receive instructional information on
a daily basis. Students cannot receive the
exact lesson or information when they miss
instructional time with their teachers. Please
encourage and reinforce the exContinued on page 8...

Special Announcement!

No Tardy - 76%
No Referral - 89%

Follow us on TWITTER

Last Day of School for
Students is May 25th!
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Civics Department
Six grade World History class
students are currently learning
about the world of ancient
Rome. They are studying the
“Founding of Rome”, Rome as a
Republic, and Rome becoming an
empire. We will continue with
“Pax Romana” (Peace in Rome)
and the way life in Rome was
during this time. Students will
then learn about the reasons
why Rome finally declined.
During this last part of the year,
students will be taking their FSA
tests, with 6th Grade taking
them during the Week of 4/16
through 4/20. Sixth grade stu-

“The human body and
mind are tremendous
forces that are continually
amazing scientists and
society. Therefore, we
have no choice but to
keep an open mind as to
what the human being
can achieve.” ~ Evelyn
Glennie

dents will also be going on a
field trip to Sea World on May 8.
During the last week of school,
students will be taking their Final Exams.
In Mr. Hock and Mr. Wheeler's
Civics classes students have
been focusing on your rights and
protections listed in the U.S.
Constitution. Recently, we have
moved onto amendments to the
constitution that have further
defined our country and illustrated our evolution as a society.
Our 8th grade U.S. History classes have completed instruction
on the formation of the United
States Constitution and the

Science Department
Mrs. Fiuza's 6th grade students are
learning about the Earth system and
how fossils form. In the 7th grade the
students are exploring ecosystems
and organisms found on our campus.
The 8th grade students are working
hard to prepare for the FSSA on May
2nd which will cover all the topics
learned in middle school.
In Mrs. Vida's classes, students will be
ending the year studying Weathering,
Erosion, Deposition, and Landforms.
We will also become little meteologists while we study weather.
In Mrs. Cornish's classes, students will
be learning about the many systems
of the human body. We will also be
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structure of the federal government. During this time, students
researched and completed a biographical project of a delegate
from the Constitutional Congress. Students have also been
learning about the presidents
and the growth of the United
States. We are moving west to
explore the Cumberland Road,
the Erie Canal, the Oregon Trail,
the Santa Fe Trail and the California Trail that led Americans to
the quest for land across North
America. Finally, we will wrap up
the year with the events that led
to the Civil War.

learning about how these systems
interact to keep us healthy.
Ms. Reed's science classes will be
working on weather and landforms,
studying the human body systems,
and reviewing for the 8th grade FCAT.
Ms. Kapp's 8th grade Physical Science
classes have finished their curriculum
for the year! They will be spending
the month of April reviewing 6th
grade Earth & Space and 7th grade
Life Science in preparation for the Science FCAT on May 2.
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Math Department
gebra Nation through
Classlink to access "Test
7th grade math classes we
Yourself Practice Tools."
will be reviewing content
In Mr. Nielsen's math classes, This website provides infor the upcoming FSA
structional videos and EOC
students have been doing
Math test.
style questions to help preTONS of copying to learn
proper formatting when an- pare for the May 7th-8th
In Ms. White's classes,
Algebra End of Course Exswering surface area and
students will be finishing
composite figure questions. am.
the year learning about
Muscle memory rules the
probability in grade 7
day. Drill and Thrill gets the
while students in grade 8
job done!
will be finishing the year
learning about exponents.
In Mrs. Herring's Algebra
After the FSA testing, the
classes, students are encourfocus will shift to reviewaged to log onto Al
In Mrs Gentile's 6th and

Who wants a pancake,
Sweet and piping hot?

ing for final exams in both
grade levels.

Language Arts Department

In Dr. Gratz's classes our ELA,
students will be working tosays,
wards practicing FSA testing as
“I’ll take the one on top.”
it is around the corner (April
18). In our Intensive Reading
Who else wants a pancake,
classes, (6th and 7th graders)
Fresh off the griddle?
students are working in LanTerrible Theresa smiles and says,
guage Live Blended classes.
“I’ll take the one in the middle.” Strengthening their reading
skills and strategies to support
~ Shel Silverstein (Where the
them in all other content areSidewalk Ends)
as. It has been a pleasure
working with your children.
Good little Grace looks up and

In Mrs. Stefanik's classes, students are comparing fiction
texts to nonfiction pieces that
are based on them. We are
looking at how the authors'
styles and tones are different
and analyzing how a literary
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text can help us to better understand the real event(s).
7th graders are reading about
the Triangle Factory fire in
1911; 8th graders have
learned a background about
the Holocaust and are now
reading about Anne Frank.
In Ms. Gentrup’s classes, students are wrapping up a Poetry study, continuing to read
our class novel, practicing
informational text elements
via our Make It Real Mondays, and preparing for FSA.
In Mr. Santa Maria's classes,
we have started to learn
background information
about the Holocaust and

about Anne Frank. We will be
reading the play "The Diary of
Anne Frank" after the break, so
we are now preparing for that
experience. We also are getting
near the end of our novel, The
Outsiders, and, as always, we're
continually preparing for the FSA
Reading Test that will take place
in April.
Providing numerous strategies,
Mr. Herring’s TAG classes are
preparing themselves to perform
extremely well on the state assessment test, i.e. the FSA. Subsequently, his students will be involved in short story reading,
which will implement critical
thinking and literary analysis.
Lastly, they will work on their
novel projects: diorama, journal,
board game, or posterboard.

NEWSLETTER

PAGE

Extra, Extra Read All About It...
A recent analysis of student performance on statewide standardized assessments found that the following teachers had
an impact on student learning growth that is among the most
positive in the entire state.

Jeanette Herring,
Frank SantaMaria
Suzanne White

Technology Announcement
In Ms. Muzzy's class, students will focus on improving knowledge in Microsoft
Office, specifically Excel,
PowerPoint and Word.
Weekly, students are assigned an article in
Newsela and required to
take a 4 question quiz in an
effort to improve their
ability to follow direction
and better understand
technology outside the
classroom. Students continue to practice GMetrix
with the goal to certify if
they have not already
done so.

Mrs. Gibbs is proud of her
classes as they finish the year
strong. The students are making their final push for certifications and bundles consisting
of 3 or more Microsoft certifications as well as Master level
certifications. The last certification testing dates are in May
and the students will be ready.
In Mrs. Buonaiuto's classes,
students will be finishing off
the school year either certifying in a Microsoft Office program or continuing to master
skills in Word, Excel, PowerPoint, Outlook and Access so
that they can be ready to cer-

All of the band classes are working on their music for the
Spring Concert on May 3rd, which will be held at Murdock Baptist Church. This concert is a celebration of the
students' success.

tify 1st Semester of next school
year!
In Mr. Park's classes,
students will be exploring different
types of communication and creating resumes. We will also
continue our industry certification training and
testing.
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Something For Everyone—Clubs and Extracurricular

Outreach Club: The mission of
the MMS Outreach Club is to
make the world a better place by
helping people, animals, and the
environment. We have a garden
on our compass that includes
vegetables and flowers. We also
have a garden bed that has milkweed, which is the host plant for
Monarch Butterflies. Monarch

Butterflies have been decreasing in
population over the years and we are
trying to help increase their numbers.
We’ve already had our first set of
eggs hatch into caterpillars, then make
their chyrsalis, and then turn into butterflies. Outreach Club also makes
videos for WMAR and one of our
videos shared the importance of spaying/neutering our pets to help strop
the pet overpopulation problem.
SGA: Your Murdock Middle School
Student Government Association
could not be prouder of the way we
came together as a school during the
March 14th demonstration in support

2018 has been a phenomenal year for wrestling!
The team had its largest turnout in number of participants, thus equating to great success! They have
put in hours of hard work not only on the mat, but
also in the classroom. Mariners have competed
against other middle schools across the county in
some epic matches and will cap off this season at
the District Meet to see who is the best of the
best! Special recognition goes out to Okton Logue,
he was undefeated this season! Good luck in the
District meet, Go Mariners!!

Mariner Track season will begin 4/30/18! The students
will practice for two weeks @ Port Charlotte High
School, concluding the season @ Charlotte High School,
for the District meet. The meet will be on Saturday
(5/12/18), beginning @ 9am. Last season our boys team
competed fiercely finishing in 3rd place, while our Lady
Mariners were the DISTRICT CHAMPIONS! Good luck
Coach Dubbert, Walker, and Gibbs. Looking foward to
another successful season. Go Mariners!!

of school safety and remembering those who lost their
lives in the events at Marjory
Stoneman Douglas High. We
have also been putting in a
great deal of planning for the
8th grade farewell dance
which will take place May 12th in our school gymnasium.
NJHS: National Junior Honor Society inductions
were held on March 20. Eighteen students were
selected to become new members in this prestigious organization. NJHS promotes both academic
and civic cognizance in order to build leadership
skills. Our final meeting of the year will be on May
16.

Roster
Destiny Lopez

Terry Capria

Jayden Rife

Gabrielle Gipson

Nich Sloan

James Rollman

Ellijah Plummer

Alyssa Lewin

Issac Boykin

Vincent Chavez

Christian Case

Samantha Ferguson

Jose Morlas

Okton Logue

Mrs. Gibbs and Ms. Reed are proud to say that our
first year of Cross Country Club was a success. We included long distance runs to train for 5K's, shorter runs
to work on speed and plyometrics to increase strength
while decreasing the risk for injury. Many students
went on to run in community races including Brendan
Flavin who placed first in his age group for at least 3
different 5K races.
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Electives

In Ms. Candales's Spanish 1 Class students will be finishing up their chapter on Locations and Activities and
continue on to learn how to invite
their friends and families to activities
and events. In Beginning Spanish, the
students will be able to share what
they like to do and describe themselves to others.

In Ms. Candales's Performing Arts class the
students will be learning
basic terminology of
dance and they will
learn about the elements of Production
while also starting rehearsals for their upcoming Production in
May.

In P.E., we've been going through
weekly rotations, which include the
PACER test, circuit training, mile runs,
and team sport activity options.

World Culinary Arts
On Wednesday, April 11th
2018 our eighth grade Spanish I students alongside La
Señora Candales participated in their 3rd annual World
Culinary Arts Project. The
students were required to
bring a dish from a country
of their choice (preferably a
Latin-American Country) to
share with the class. Along
with the dish, they explained
the country it represented,
any customs or traditions
associated, and the recipe.
Their culinary journey in-

cluded a variety of foods from
all over the globe. The countries experienced included Italy, Germany, Russia, England,
Puerto Rico, Haiti, Mexico, El
Salvador, England, Ukraine,
Scotland, Jamaica, Cuba, Colombia, Korea, Switzerland,
Hungary, Turkey, Moldova,
Poland, and Greece. Once
again they were allowed to
present and enjoy their project
the last 2 periods of the day in

the cafeteria. The grand
finale and end to their event
was the Piñata. This year, the
students have voted. The votes
have been tallied. And the name
of their 3rd Piñata is Carlos
Paquito Francisco Monroy. Ms.
Candales hoped to expand their
cultural knowledge with an experience like no other. I believe
she has done just that. We look
forward to another one next
year. Here’s to our Mariner Tradition!!!! Que siga la fiesta!!!!
Hasta la prόxima…..
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The Counseling Corner
"Moving Up to Middle School" (Information for Incoming 6th Graders)
Your child is headed to middle school. Don’t panic! You can take steps to make sure you and your child are ready.
Read More at: http://www.schoolfamily.com/school-family-articles/article/817-moving-up-to-middle-school

"Ease the Transition From Middle to Upper School" (Info for Outgoing 8th Graders)
Transitioning from middle to upper school is difficult for many students. In my area of the country, 9th grade is
considered upper school. Often students are not aware that grades in upper school are more important than they
were before. Read More at: http://www.schoolfamily.com/blog/2014/09/16/ease-the-transition-from-middle-toupper-school

"Use Summer for Some College Planning"
Summer is an important time for middle and upper school students to think ahead to what they want for themselves after high school. If the plan involves going to college, then taking action now can improve the chance of
getting into the college of choice. Read More at: http://www.schoolfamily.com/blog/2015/06/30/use-summer-forsome-college-planning
As always, keep involved with your kids and school. Here's some help for this:
*Outgoing 8th graders who will be attending PCHS--receive Remind updates for Sports by texting @98k333 to
81010
*Join MMS' Remind: ~8th-grade: text @mms-8th to 81010 ~7th-grade: text @mms-7th to 81010 ~6th grade: text
@mms-6th to 81010
*Check out our web page: https://sites.google.com/yourcharlotteschools.net/mmscounselors/home

PBS
PBS encourages all students to come to
school and be Respectful, Responsible and
Ready to Learn. Doing so creates an environment where students can be successful
both academically and behaviorally. These
positive behaviors are recognized through
our monthly students PBS ticket drawings
and our quarterly celebrations.
February Winners:
Grade 6 - Alyssa Ross and Labron Jenkins
Grade 7 - Kaitlyn Johnson and Bryce
Thayer
Grade 8 - Nour Jarrah and Trevor Cole

March Winners:
Grade 6 - Kaya Shore and Jon
Embury
Grade 7 - Crystal Walker and
Roberto Johnson
Grade 8 - Nancy Romanel and
Xavier Gauthier

Principal’s Letter Continued...
pectation to your child the importance to arrive to school and class on time.
Ultimately, the level of our students’ success begins and ends with the safety measures implemented on our campus and
through parental support. We have specific safety measures in place as well as a school board approved discipline plan in
effect. Please remind your child the school will not tolerate any misbehavior that disrupts the learning environment and/or
jeopardizes the safety of any individual on campus. I continue to ask for your full support when it comes to this very important
matter.
I believe if we continue to work together, the end of the school year will conclude on a positive and productive note for us. On
behalf of Murdock Middle School, I wish our 8th Graders the best as most of them will move up to the high school level. For
our returning Mariners, enjoy a peaceful and relaxing summer vacation.

Sincerely,

Demetrius Revelas
Principal

School Report Card:
http://www.fldoe.org/accountability/accountability-reporting/school-grades/

SPAR Notification:
http://doeweb-prd.doe.state.fl.us/eds/nclbspar/year1516/nclb1516.cfm?dist_schl=8_211

Media Center News
As we begin to wrap up another successful year, thank you to all for your support of the Media Center.
Twenty five of our Mariners completed the Stone Crabs Reading Club Challenge and are invited to a Stone
Crabs home game which will honor the Murdock Middle School readers. Students will be able to enjoy the
game and as a special treat, one of the readers will be throwing out the first pitch. Here at school, those
who completed the challenge along with our SSYRA readers and other reading participants will take part in
a reading celebration at the end of April.
The reading celebration will also be the official kick-off to our Sail Into Summer Reading Challenge. This
challenge is open to all Murdock students as well as rising sixth graders. Information will be provided at the
reading celebration, posted on our web site and distributed to our elementary feeder schools, Liberty and
Meadow Park.
There will be a book-only book fair in the Media Center on May 16th, 17th, and 18th to help support the Sail
Into Summer Reading Challenge. The book fair will be open on Thursday, May 17th from 8 - 8:45am for
families. Families are invited to attend and will receive information about the reading challenge as well as
how to help your child develop and keep good reading habits at home. Refreshments will be served and
there will be some fun giveaways as well. We hope to see you there.
Enjoy the summer break and keep on reading!

On March 14th, the students and staff of Murdock Middle
School came together to honor the lives of the 17 people
that were killed in Parkland at Marjory Stoneman Douglas
High School. The ceremony was organized by SGA and the
Band and Performance Ensemble performed tribute songs.
Speeches were made by SGA and a tree planted to honor
the 17 lives lost and to encourage peace in our world. The
ceremony was captured via Drone footage here: https://
tinyurl.com/y8o2y8m2

