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Message from the Principal
Dear Cougar Families,

245 Cougar Way
Rotonda West, FL 33947
Phone:
941-697-5800
Office Hours:
8:00a.m. to 4:15p.m.

Principal:
Jeff Harvey
Assistant Principal:
Daryl Konrardy
Dean of Students:
Bruce Fourman
Guidance Counselor:
Kelly Gilbert A-K
Jodi Booher L-Z
ESE Liason:
Gayle Horan
School Resource Officer:
Officer Jones

I can’t believe we are already into the second half of the school year!! I hope
everyone had a relaxing and enjoyable winter break. We are in full swing here
at L.A. Ainger Middle School.
Our annual golf tournament took place on December 1st at Riverwood Golf Club.
Thanks to our wonderful PTO for raising approximately 10,000 dollars for our
school!!!!! That would not have been possible without our PTO, our parents, and
our community. I can’t thank our community businesses enough for really stepping
up and showing their support of L.A. Ainger Middle School.
We finished a successful boys and girls basketball season where our students
worked hard and showed great sportsmanship. Volleyball season has just wrapped
up with our girls team finishing 4 and 2 for the season. The team finished the
middle school end of season tournament on January 19th at Lemon Bay High
School in 2nd place! Wrestling and Track will begin in the spring.
Our students have really had a great first half of the school year. Our band
program, Cougar Cares Club, and many other programs here have done
much to be proud of. These successes are due to the team
effort of our L.A. Ainger Middle School families and
the L.A. Ainger Middle School Staff. It is truly my
privilege to have the opportunity to work with
you, our families and the L.A. Ainger staff.
If you ever have any questions or
concerns, please feel free to
call or stop by anytime. Your
child’s success and positive
experience at L.A. Ainger is our
number one priority.
Sincerely,
Jeff Harvey
Principal
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Ainger Apps

Students of the Month
October

Parents and students can use the Bully
Button on the L.A. Ainger Middle School
website homepage or the Charlotte
County Public School website to report
suspected bullying.
6TH - Mexi Font, Valen Straw, Jane Scott 7TH - Alex Mullins, Cadiana Holmes, Brandon VanBuren
8TH GRADE - Alixandra Silva, Avery Witt,Owen Roegele, Ashley Hornack

November & December

L.A. Ainger uses the Remind App to
communicate with the stakeholders in
our community by sending text messages
to their phones. To subscribe to any of the
classes, simple text the “@ code” listed
below to the number 81010.
“L.A. Ainger Middle School Families”
text: @dhc693
“L.A.
Ainger
Middle
School
Extracurricular” text: @d337hch
“L.A. Ainger Middle School Charlotte
Buses” text: @g33g3g
“L.A. Ainger Middle School Sarasota
Buses” text: @kk43ga
You may un-subscribe from any of the
classes listed above at any time.

NOVEMBER
6TH - Austin Grantham, Sophie Eichenberger, Sean Egloff 7TH - Hannah Retherford Joseph Scott, Sierra Quezada, Sara Holt
8TH - Illia Troshuk, Blaney, Blake Ahlers

DECEMBER
6TH - Morgan Phillips, Jake Arbuckle, Anjanise Scholtz 7TH - Caleb Whitmore, Summer Lince, Beau Charbonneau
8TH - Dustin Ely, Beau Charbonneau, Rebekah Lopez, Shilo O’Malley

Bell Schedule

Announcements...9:20 – 9:25
1st .....................9:25 – 10:11
2nd .....................10:15 – 11:01
3rd .....................11:05 – 11:51
A Lunch........11:51 – 12:21
B Lunch........12:22 – 12:52
C Lunch........12:53 – 1:23
5th .....................1:27 – 2:13
6th .....................2:17 – 3:03
7th .....................3:07 – 3:55

Drug Free Charlotte County
Overdosing on prescription drugs kills more people each year than all other drugs combined.
Prescription drug abuse is popular among teens for a few reasons. First, they are easy to get. Often times
people don’t use all of their medication if it is to be used on an as-needed basis. They end up sitting in the
medicine cabinet and forgotten about. Teens are naturally curious and because of the way their brains are
developing, they also tend to be risk takers.
There are a couple of things that can be done to make sure that medications don’t end up where
they don’t belong:
1.

Drop them off at a local medication disposal drop off. You can find a list of these drop
off locations at http://www.saferx.tips/safedisposal.html.

2.

Store medications in a locked location. You can buy small medication lock boxes to
store medications in.

Another reason that teens sometimes abuse prescription drugs is a lack of education about the
dangers. They may feel that prescription medications are safe because they are prescribed by
a doctor, or because they have seen other people take certain prescriptions and nothing bad
happened to them. It is important to talk to your teens about the dangers of taking other people’s
medications or abusing their own.
The best way to avoid prescription drug overdose is prevention, and you play an important part in that!
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L. A. Ainger
SAC/PTO
SAC/PTO meetings are typically the last
Monday of each month. SAC begins at
5:30pm in the Media Center; PTO follows at
6pm. PTO is currently planning the end of
the year activities for Ainger students. Please
join us! Meeting dates are as follows:
•
•
•

January 28th
February 25th
March 25th

•
•

April 29th
May 20th
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G1 Crew News

Testing Schedule

We completed 2018 ready to take a break
from all the work we accomplished! Our
class went on a field trip to Charlotte
Technical College; we were able view
programs and plan for our future. We
enjoyed lunch courtesy of the culinary
arts program at the college. G1 parents
have been a tremendous help in our
garden. We doubled the size of our
garden, it is now 120 square feet. The Noll
family donated the fencing and installed
the new fencing with the students. Mr.
Blaney donated the sprinkler system and
installed it; we have had measurement
lessons on irrigation. Miss Jen arranged
to have a beautiful gate constructed
and installed, we are grateful for that.
Our partnership with University of
Florida is enriching our knowledge
about horticulture. The Moose Club has
been generous they have awarded our
garden a monetary grant so we can add
additional plants to the garden.

Senior Giving Tree
For several years, staff and students at L. A. Ainger have participated in the Senior Giving Tree. This year
was no exception. The Senior Giving Tree is a Christmas tree that has tags on it with the first name of a
senior member of the Englewood community who has outlived family and friends and will have no one
with them during the holidays. The tree is located at Heritage Oaks Assisted Living and Memory Care. All
of the tags that Ainger chose this year were from folks who participate in Meals on Wheels.
The staff... from teachers, administrators,
paraprofessionals, food service workers,
physical and occupational therapist,
school psychologist, secretaries, social
worker and the students from Cougar
Care Club all took it upon themselves
to take a tag (or two, or three, or ten
or twelve!) and set off to purchase
something for the person on the tag. Most requests were for socks, lap robes, puzzle books, and cookies
or candy. Every wish was granted, with many Santa’s helpers giving extras that were not on the wish list!
L.A. Ainger Middle School staff and students extend our family to those who don’t have one of their own.
We are a community who cares!
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8th Grade Field Trip
L. A. Ainger Middle School advanced art and history students from Mrs. Broyle’s and Mrs. Galeone’s
classes went to St. Petersburg, Florida on January 14th. Leaving at 8 a.m., we arrived at the Dali
Museum for a 10 o’clock tour. Students received a group tour from the Dali Museum education docents
for the next hour or so. The art students are working on a surrealism painting that will include at least
two of the tricks juxtaposition, transformation, levitation, scale, and transparency that Dali used within
his works. The paintings also require natural settings, realistic items and unrealistic items within the
work. Students also saw an art exhibition by Florida students on surrealism.
After the tour, we had lunch along the pier. Our next tour was at 1 p.m. at The James Museum of Western
and Wildlife Art. Students were split into four small groups and guided though this amazing new museum
that just opened this past April. Almost 500 works of art line the walls and area space of this beautiful
museum. Students learned much about the Native American people from many artist’s perspectives as
well as the plight of a culture they will learn more about in the fourth quarter. Many other works covered
the beauty of the west, culture of the cowboy and wildlife throughout the world depicted in many media.
At the end of the tour, students were given paper and pencil to sketch any one of the works to take home.
We returned home at around 5 p.m. with murmurings of students wanting to take their families back
to the museums. Our thanks to PTO, student council and Mr. Galeone’s golf team for covering the
expenses of this wonderful trip.

8th grade field trip to Dali Museum: Broyles’ and Galeone’s classes

Drawing in the gallery

One group in Dali viewing
Hallucinogenic Toreador

One of four groups inside the James Museum
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Ainger Band News
F.A.M.E. Music City 2018
On Friday and Saturday, November 9th and 10th, F.A.M.E. (Friends for the
Advancement of Music Education) held their thirteenth annual “Music City”
street festival in downtown Englewood at Pioneer Park. Local rock and
country bands donated their time and talent and played all day and night to
raise funds to purchase instruments.
Patrons of the arts stopped in to purchase food, beverages, silent auction
items, or simply to donate to a worthwhile cause. Ainger had nearly thirty
band parents with their children who volunteered to sell tickets and t-shirts
over the two day event. A huge “thank you” is in order to our great band
families! Our Cougar Jazz Band also had a great performance Saturday
afternoon on the main stage just before the LBHS Jazz Band.
The annual festival has raised over $250,000 in the last thirteen years. This year,
our band program will be receiving 6 new flutes, 6 new trumpets, 6 new
trombones, and 2 new alto saxophones! Other local music
programs are also receiving
new instruments. If you would like
to donate to F.A.M.E., please contact
Mr.
Ostrow
at
tim.ostro
yourcharlotte schools.net.
Pictured ABOVE: Sarah Creech and
Alex Harris pander for donations
playing sax at the entrance
to “Music City”

Cougar Bands Winter Concert Review
Our band program performed for a packed house at the Lemon Bay High
School Performing Arts Center on Thursday, December 13th. The night
featured all of our ensembles.
As noted in a letter to the editor in the Englewood Sun
by Mrs. Christine White, all of the ensembles performed
exceptionally well.
“I had the distinct pleasure of attending the L.A. Ainger
Middle School Winter Band Porgram last night.
Often, this starts as a duty thing. Got a kid in band,
sigh, must endure.
I was absolutely blown away. The program was reasonable
in length, well-planned for band changes, and engaging.
The entire time was enjoyable.
Throughout I kept thinking, how in the world does he do that?
How does Mr. Ostrow take about 180 middle school kids and
teach them how to make music together, harmoniously?
This is a tough age of growing, testing boundaries and
acting goofy. Yes, these kids were disciplined, respectful and
prepared. And boy, can they make music.
There are four bands with four levels of skill. I was
impressed to see the advancement in ability from beginners to advanced and
jazz bands. The community engagement was evident. The auditorium was
packed with families and community supporters.
Great job, Mr. Ostrow and band members.”

Exceptional All State Performance!
In May of 2018, two members of the advanced band prepared to compete for a seat in the Florida Middle School All State Band. They practiced their scales, a lyrical
and technical etude, and continuously worked on sight-reading music all summer. When they returned in August, they met with Mr. Ostrow before school once a week
to prepare for auditions in mid-September. The results were announced to band programs statewide in mid-November.
This year, we had TWO students make the best band in the state! Roughly 60 bands programs were represented.
Julia Lehman was one of 96 trumpet players to audition. Nathan Soto was one of 159 clarinetists to audition. The
trumpet judge selected the best 15 and the clarinet judge selected the best 32. When Julia arrived for reseating,
she earned 9/15 chair and Nathan earned 12/32.
Leading up to the performance, the students rehearsed in downtown Tampa with Florida’s best 129 players for
over twenty hours. On Saturday, January 12th, the students performed difficult literature at a very high level
with their guest conductor, Dr. David Hedgecoth, from the Ohio State University. Following the All State Middle
School Performance was the 9-10th grade All State Concert
Band and the 11-12th grade All State Symphonic Band. There
Pictured here: Julia (trumpet) and Nathan (clarinet)
pose with their parents and Mr. Ostrow following
were over two thousand audience members in attendance
their performance.
including friends and family as well as music educators and
professional musicians from around the state and country.

YOU are the missing piece!
Help L.A. Ainger Middle School by
advertising in the Cougar Tracks!
Your advertisement helps fund the newsletter
and at the SAME TIME your business gets
community recognition and exposure.
Michelle Hill • michelle.hill@yourcharlotteschools.net
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Upcoming Band Events:
CCPS Honor Band – Performance Friday, January 25th at Lemon Bay High School, 7:30pm
Jazz MPA for Jazz Band – Performance Thursday, February 7th at Lemon Bay High School, ~6pm
Solo and Ensemble for Advanced
Braden River High School, All Day

Band

Members

–

Saturday,

February

16th

at

Advanced Band Concert MPA – Tuesday, March 12th at Venice High School, ~7pm
Disney World AB Trip – Friday, March 29th in Orlando, All Day
Band Lock-in for All Bands – Friday, April 12th at Ainger MS, All Night
Spring Concert for All Bands – Tuesday, April 30th at Lemon Bay High School, 7pm

Champ's Cafe
Celebrates Vitamins
in Veggies Week
Promoting Healthy Eating thru eating
your Veggies 1/28/2019 to 2/1/2019
Come on down and check it out!

Student Council
Student council has been meeting two times a month. The school socials ran by student council have helped fund
school trips, guest speakers, equipment in electives, and have helped with teacher appreciation. They designed and
put on quite a dance. Serving over 200 students, “A Night In The City” was a hit.
This spring, student council will continue meeting and planning school activities such as socials, special school
spirit events, and the dance in May.
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L. A. Ainger
Volleyball

As the 2018-2019 volleyball season
comes to a close, we are left with
character traits that we have been
focusing on daily. We are striving to
give; in each practice we are giving our
efforts, talents, and time to the game
and to our team. We are trusting; we
rely on others around us and pursue to
be someone that is trustworthy. Lastly,
we focus on purpose; we keep coming
back to the reason we love the game and
how it impacts our life but also how it has
changed us and continues to play a roll in
shaping us daily. It has been a pleasure
coaching these ladies. Our record for
the season is 4-2; we placed second in
our county tournament held at Lemon
Bay High School on January 19th. Great
season, Lady Cougars!

Alaynna Harms, Jayda Lanham, Maddie Googins, Sierra Blaney, Cassandra Heeg, Bethany Beaudoin, Cailey Robertson,
Mia Poulakis, Natalee Brown, Rebekah Lopez, Lilly Abbott, Addison White
Managers: Harlee Tudor, Dylan Smith, Allison Elkins
Coach Marla Lanham

